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Voters  Club 
Picks  Agnos, 
District 
Elections 

by  Leamon  ].  Abrams 

At  a  meeting  attended  by  some  70 
neighborhood  residents  and 
several  of  the  leading  candidates 
for  mayor  last  month,  the  North  of 
Market  Voters'  Club  endorsed  Art 
Agnos  for  mayor  and  district  elections 
of  supervisors,  among  other  proposi- 
tions. 

If  the  candidates  expected  to  quickly 
present  their  positions  at  the  September 
17  forum  and  scurry  to  the  next  event, 
they  were  grossly  mistaken.  Members 
of  the  audience  wanted  answers  to 
questions  and  were  not  hesitant  to 
voice  their  concerns. 

"Mr.  Agnos,  1  can  appreciate  what 
you  would  do  for  working  poor  people," 
stated  one  participant  named  Theodore. 
"But  what  would  you  do  for  people 
like  me?  I  have  no  job,  I  am  home- 
less, and  1  am  tired  of  a  city  that 
treats  homeless  people  like  unwanted 
stepchildren." 

Agnos  was  visibly  moved  by  the 
passion  evident  in  Theodore's  question. 
"The  existing  homeless  program  is  in- 
adequate and  needs  to  be  reformed  from 
top  to  bottom,"  he  responded,  stress- 
ing his  concern  about  the  dwindling 
supply  of  affordable  housing  in  the 

See  Voters  Club  page  6. 


Tough  New  Law  Eases  Family  Housing  Woes 


by  Laurence  Uebersfeld  with  Sophath 
Pak 

Families  with  small  children  who 
have  trouble  finding  landlords  who 
will  rent  to  them  may  soon  find 
relief.  Last  month  the  Board  of  Super- 
visors passed  tough  new  amendments 
to  the  Fair  Housing  Ordinance  to  pro- 
hibit landlords  from  evicting  or  refu- 
sing to  rent  to  families  with  children. 
A  key  aspect  of  the  legislation  changes 
the  housing  code  so  that  small  children 
under  six  will  not  be  counted  as  occu- 
pants of  a  unit. 

"This  will  stop  unnecessary  evictions 
of  families  that  exceeded  the  occupancy 
standards,  if  small  children  are  the 
cause  of  exceeding  the  housing  code," 
said  Jim  Morales  of  the  Youth  Law 
Center,  who  authored  the  bill. 

The  bill,  sponsored  by  the  Fair 
Housing  for  Children  Coalition,  is  ex- 
pected to  have  a  wide-ranging  impact 
on  the  Tenderloin,  where  refugee  fam- 
ilies crowded  into  small  studio  apart- 
ments have  been  threatened  with  evic- 
tion or  denied  housing  tor  technically 
overcrowding  units.  Previously  the 
legal  limit  for  most  studio  apartments 
was  three  people.  Now,  parents  plus 
any  number  of  children  under  six  will 
be  considered  legal  occupants. 

"I  had  to  lie  to  the  owner  of  my 
building  about  the  size  of  my  family," 
said  a  Cambodian  refugee  living  in  the 
Tenderloin  who  has  four  children. 
"Otherwise  I  couldn't  find  a  place  for 


Like  many  parents  with  small  children,  Tenderloin  resident  Dana  Lasha  has  had 
difficulties  finding  an  apartment 


my  family." 

Another  refugee  with  a  large  family, 
Eap  Phal,  said  that  he  searched  for  a 
long  time,  before  finding  his  current 
apartnici.i.  bniortunately,  some 
managers  that  I  called  told  me  that 
they  could  not  accept  me  because  I 
have  many  people  in  my  family,"  said 
Phal. 

The  law  will  also  protect  families 
that  do  not  exceed  the  legal  occupancy 
limit,  but  are  victims  of  more  subtle 
discriminatory  practices  by  landlords. 

When  Eddy  Street  resident  Dana 
Lasha,  31,  decided  to  move  out  of  a 


crowded  Tenderloin  hotel  into  a  larger 
apartment  for  herself  and  her  three- 
year-old  daughter,  she  found  that 
higher  rent  was  not  her  only  problem. 
Even  though  she'd  finally  saved  enough 
money  for  first  and  last  month's  rent 
and  a  deposit  on  a  larger  apartment, 
she  had  trouble  finding  a  place  that 
would  take  her. 

Managers  would  tell  her  that  "chil- 
dren disturb  other  tenants,"  and  turn 
her  down,  she  said.  "In  most  places, 
two  people  were  all  right  as  long  as 
one  of  them  was  not  a  child,"  said 
See  Familxj  Housing  Woes,  page  4. 


G.A.  Workfare — Sweeping  the  Streets  for  Survival 


G.A.  recipient  Barbara  Coleman  rises 
early  in  the  morning  to  sweep  the 
streets. 


£    by  Laurie  Udesky 


Beginning  early  in  the  morning,  a 
team  of  workers  clad  in  day-glo 
orange  vests  sweep  the  litter  and 
debris  from  San  Francisco's  streets. 
Some  of  the  men  and  women  behind 
the  brooms  are  city  employees  who 
make  up  to  $14  an  hour.  Most,  how- 
ever, are  General  Assistance  (G.A.) 
recipients  making  the  equivalent  of 
minimum  wage.  They  are  required  to 
sweep  the  streets  by  the  Department  of 
Social  Services  in  order  to  receive  their 
monthly  check  of  $311  a  month,  most 
of  which  goes  towards  rent. 

While  Mayor  Feinstein  sees  such 
workfare  assignments  for  G.A.  reci- 
pients as  helping  to  "rehabilitate"  the 
client  while  benefiting  the  city,  welfare 
rights  advocates  have  questioned  whe- 
ther street  sweeping  is  actually  the 
city's  way  to  find  a  cheap  labor  pool, 
doing  little  to  prepare  the  recipient  to 
find  a  job. 

Because  the  workfare  assignments 
and  other  requirements  are  so  time- 
consuming,  they  say,  G.A.  recipients 
have  little  time  to  look  for  other  work. 

The  Department  of  Social  Services 
requires  those  G.A.  recipients  con- 
sidered employable  to  work  for  their 
grants  by  sweeping  the  streets.  State 
law  requires  that  workfare  assignments 
be  "rehabilitative"  by  helping  make 
the  recipient  "job  ready." 

"It's  rehabilitative  because  it  pro- 
vides a  disciplinary  mechanism,"  Emile 


Durette,  the  mayor's  spokesperson, 
told  the  Times. 

Legal  Aid  lawyer  Joel  Harter  does 
not  agree.  "Street  sweeping  provides 
no  marketable  skills,  no  rehabilitation, 
and  no  credit  towards  receipt  of  Social 
Security  benefits.  It  perpetuates  their 
dependency  upon  an  unsympathetic 
system.  Work  assignments  should  be 
created  that  are  both  rehabilitative  and 
promote  the  dignity  and  self-respect  of 
the  client." 

Recently,  Mayor  Feinstein  advocated 
that  the  workfare  assignments  be  in- 
creased from  three  to  five  days  a  week. 
In  a  letter  to  the  Social  Services  Com- 
mission, Feinstein  attributed  a  "tremen- 
dous growth  in  the  (G.A.)  caseload" 
to  the  current  "lenient  workfare  re- 
quirement." "Strengthening  of  the 
workfare  program  serves  to  help  the 
recipients  to  develop  responsible  work 
habits,  and  provides  tremendously 
needed  services  to  the  taxpayers  of 
San  Francisco,"  Feinstein  wrote. 

The  mayor's  proposal  was  shelved 
by  the  Social  Services  Commission 
because  of  budget  limitations  and  strong 
opposition  from  some  commissioners. 
G.A.  street  sweepers  must  be  supervised 
by  city  (civil  service)  employees;  more 
hours  of  workfare  mean  more  hours  of 
supervision  at  the  city  workers'  higher 
pay  rate. 

Contrary  to  the  mayor's  claim  that 
G.A.  rolls  have  increased,  an  internal 
report  by  DSS  shows  there  were  6.6 

See  Sweepers,  page  6. 


Pacific  Bay 
Inn  Cited 
For  Violating 
Hotel  Law 

by  Phillipa  Lord  with  Sara  Colm 

The  Pacific  Bay  Inn  at  520  Jones 
Street  may  have  violated  the 
Residential  Hotel  Conversion 
Ordinance  by  offering  to  rent  resi- 
dential units  to  tourists  and  turning 
away  prospective  permanent  tenants, 
according  to  Senior  Housing  Inspector 
Gene  Porter.  Although  he  said  the 
hotel  did  not  actually  exceed  its  legal 
limit  of  tourist  units,  the  Bureau  of 
Building  Inspection  cited  the  hotel, 
formerly  known  as  the  Sequoia,  for 
violation  of  the  ordinance. 

"We  uncovered  some  apparent  vio- 
lations in  an  inspection  of  the  hotel 
on  September  2,"  testified  Housing 
Inspector  Bernard  Tom  at  an  admini- 
strative hearing  on  the  matter  at  the 
Bureau  of  Building  Inspection  on  Sep- 
tember 21. 

Witnesses  testified  at  the  hearing  that 
they  had  gone  to  the  hotel  in  August 
and  asked  for  monthly  or  permanent 
rates  and  were  told  none  were  avail- 
See  Pacific  Bay  Conversion,  page  10. 
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ask  the  people 


by  Laurie  Lazar 

What  Would  You  Say  to  the  Pope? 


W.  Omar  Jones,  44 

"Why  doesn't  the 
Catholic  Church,  with 
all  its  money  and  ac- 
cess to  monies,  spend 
some  of  it  on  the 
homeless  people?" 


Charles  Brewen,  43 

"Was  it  biblically  justi- 
fied to  change  the 
Fourth  Commandment 
—the  Sabbath— from 
Saturday  to  Sunday?" 


Terry  Laine,  60 
The  thing  1  would  like 
to  see  more  than  any- 
thing is  peace  on  earth 
and  an  end  to  the  ten- 
sion and  conflict  and 
reproachment  between 
all  peoples  of  the 
world,  if  the  human 
race  is  to  survive." 

Kim  Bergeron,  42 

"I  think  you  are  God 
and  I  would  like  to  kiss 
you  and  hold  your 
hand.  If  you  had 
power,  we  would  have 
love  in  the  whole 
world." 


Louie  Oznne,  Jr.,  37 
"Could  you  be  a  little 
more  open-minded  and 
come  into  the  20th  cen- 
tury and  stop  living  in 
the  Dark  Ages?  You'd 
have  more  Catholics 
going  to  church." 


Holger  Brodkorb,  21 

"I  don't  think  that  you 
are  using  your  power 
in  the  right  way  to  ef- 
fect change  in  the 
world  because  you  are 
too  conservative.  Your 
advice  for  minorities 
and  third  world  peo- 
ple will  not  help  their 
conditions." 


Tori  Yapo,  21 

"Why  do  you  have 
people  kiss  your  toes?" 


Kadeja  Giles,  25 
"I  would  ask  him  for 
guidance  in  finding  the 
right  way  to  having  a 
lasting  relationship." 
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Readers  are  encouraged  to  send  I 
letters   to  Editor,  Tenderloin 
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letters 


Insulted  by  Molinari 

Editors, 

1  noted  with  interest  the  recent  com- 
ments of  mayoral  candidate  John  Molinari 
in  the  Tenderloin  Times  (Sept.,  1987)  re- 
garding tenant  activists  and  the  rights  of 
renters.  Let  me  be  just  as  "straight  for- 
ward," as  he  says,  about  his  viewpoint. 

First,  Molinari  displays  a  bigotry  to- 
wards renters  and  advocates  of  our  rights 
which  is  alarming  in  an  elected  official. 
Worse,  his  characterization  of  tenant  activists 
as  owners  making  a  living  off  of  the  woes 
of  poor  tenants  and  as  landlords  in  some 
other  town  indicates  that  his  disdain  for 
renters  and  tenant  activists  stems  not  from 
any  knowledge  of  who  we  are  or  the  con- 
cerns we're  raising,  but  from  some  hysteri- 
cal phobia  with  no  basis  in  reality. 

Had  he  stepped  outside  City  Hall  on 
Monday,  September  21,  when  renters  were 
rallying  in  support  of  Harry  Britt's  package 
of  eviction  protections,  Molinari  would 
have  had  a  chance  to  actually  meet  some  of 
the  very  people  he  dismisses  so  gleefully. 
He'd  have  found  that  we  are,  indeed,  all 
renters  and  residents  of  San  Francisco  with 
very  real  concerns  about  our  homes  and 
our  ability  to  hang  on  to  them.  He  would 
have  met  cab  drivers,  senior  citizens,  cor- 
porate executives,  bartenders,  waiters,  even 
a  lawyer  or  two.  The  only  landlord  in  the 
crowd  was  a  heckler  wearing  a  button  pro- 
vided by  the  owners'  lobby.  But  Molinari 
didn't  bother  coming  out  and  missed  the 
opportunity  to  see  who  he  is  attacking. 

Second,  Molinari's  grasp  both  of  the  rent 
law  and  the  issues  which  arise  from  it  is 
minimal  at  best.  That  is  surprising  given 
that  he's  served  as  a  member  of  the  Board 
during  every  year  of  the  rent  law's  exis- 
tence. Did  he  not  know  that  you. 'cannot, 
as  he  suggests,  jail  any  owner  who  evicts 
to  move  in  a  relative?  Such  evictions  are 
currently  legal,  Supervisor.  Has  he  not 
heard  that  there  have  been  hundreds  of 
such  evictions  this  year,  many  of  which 
could  have  been  prevented  had  Supervisor 
Britt's  legislation  been  in  place? 

When  Molinari  proposed  delaying  that 
legislation  another  two  months,  he  was 
consigning  more  tenants  to  the  street.  There 
is  a  cost  for  both  ignorance  in  public  offi- 
cials and  delayed  legislation,  Supervisor. 
We  hope  he  will  consider  that  human  cost 
when  he  is  asked  to  confront  these  ques- 
tions again. 

The  only  thing  with  respect  to  renters 
that  Molinari  states  correctly  in  the  Times 
interview  is  that  "tenants  are  not  stupid 
people."  We  recognize  his  disdain  for  us 
and  our  problems.  We  see  him  espouse 
the  virtues  of  tighter  eviction  protections 
while  opposing  their  adoption  at  the  Board. 
We  understand  that,  in  all  the  years  he 
has  represented  us,  he  still  doesn't  know 
us  or  the  difficulties  we  face  in  the  least. 

No,  Supervisor,  we  are  not  stupid  people. 
That  is  why  renters  endorse  Art  Agnos  for 
Mayor. 

David  Dower 


491  O'Farrell  Street 
(corner  of  Jones) 
San  Francisco,  CA  94102 

(415)  673-4444 


Thanks,  Kevin 

Editors, 

I  would  like  to  put  in  a  good  word  for 
Kevin,  the  beat  cop  in  our  neighborhood. 
He  helps  us  all  by  weeding  out  potential 
troublemakers  and  also  cracks  down  on 
dope.  He  also  takes  verbal  abuse  from  the 
lower  elements  in  the  area.  He  has  excel- 
lent control  though.  He  doesn't  fluster,  but 
instead  talks  to  the  culprits  and  makes 
them  see  the  error  of  their  ways.  My  hat's 
off  to  him.  He  does  nice  things  for  the 
seniors  and  disabled  also.  He  has  a  heart  of 
gold.  I  have  aired  my  thoughts  on  the  sub- 
ject. Let's  have  more  people  like  him  in  the 
Tenderloin,  and  it  will  improve  even  more 
than  it  has  in  recent  years. 

Richard  McGhee 

Make-A-Circus 

Editors, 

1  am  a  little  flabbergasted  that  there  was 
no  real  coverage  in  the  Times  about  last 
month's  Make*A*Circus  and  Tenderloin 
Street  Fair  on  Eddy  Street.  The  day-long 
celebration,  sponsored  by  North  of  Market 
Planning  Coalition,  was  one  of  the  largest 
neighborhood  gatherings  this  year. 

The  day  was  fun-filled  and  delightful  for 
both  old  and  young— and  for  those  in  be- 
tween. We  are  most  appreciative  to  those 
whose  financial  assistance  made  this  pos- 
sible: McKesson  Foundation,  United  Ten- 
derloin Community  Fund,  United  Artists 
Communications,  Potlatch  Corporation, 
St.  Anthony's  Foundation,  Junior  League 
of  San  Francisco,  Hotel  Nikko,  Police 
Officer's  Association  and  Glide  Church. 
The  Planning  Coalition  is  also  very  grate- 
ful to  all  the  neighborhood  folks,  both 
residents  and  workers,  and  all  our  other 
friends,  whose  support,  assistance  and 
generous  presence  made  the  games,  food 
and  activities  a  reality. 

Thanks  to  all  who  helped  bring  the  neigh- 
borhood together  for  such  an  enjoyable 
day! 

Kelly  Cullen,  OFM 
President 

North  of  Market  Planning  Coalition 

Good  Business  Coverage 

Editors, 

Pete  Childress's  column  is  an  asset  to  the 
paper.  Small  businesses  have  been  respon- 
sible for  all  the  net  job  growth  in  the  city 
since  the  beginning  of  the  decade,  and  since 
we  have  so  many  of  them  in  the  Tender- 
loin, I  think  attention  should  be  paid  them. 
In  addition,  small  business  has  played  an 
important  part  in  the  incorporation  of  the 
immigrant  into  American  life,  and  it  would 
seem  that  it  is  still  working  beautifully  in 
the  Tenderloin. 

David  Baker 

Support  Your  Street  Sisters 

Editors, 

I'm  writing  to  support  Carol  Lee's  efforts 
in  the  field  of  prostitution  (Tenderloin 
Times,  Sept.  '87).  I,  too,  am  a  feminist 
and  wonder  at  some  of  the  feminists  who 
turn  their  backs  on  sisters  as  prostitutes, 
some  of  whom  have  been  victimized  by 
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terrorism  (i.e.  rapists,  murderers),  the  mob 
structure,  cons,  police,  pushers,  and  of 
course  plain  old  psychos.  I  personally 
would  like  to  see  an  alternative  railroad 
that  would  free  some  of  these  victims  (if 
they  need  or  want  a  way  out)— something 
similar  to  the  slave  railroad  during  the 
1800s.  I'm  not  saying  they  all  want  out  or 
anything  but  I  must  note  that  the  oppres- 
sions they  face  are  definite  feminist  issues. 
Let  those  that  can,  help.  Just  an  attitude 
change  could  help,  you  know,  they  do  us 
all  a  great  service.  Let's  not  forget  or  maybe 
just  be  conscious  of  all  the  psychological 
prisons  so  many  of  us  are  incarcerated  in. 
Under  the  guise  of  loving  or  protection  or 
fathering,  some  of  these  SOBs  get  away 
with  crimes  that  are  unimaginable  to  a  great 
many  of  us. 

Alison 
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Fulltime  Job  Opening 

Business  Manager  for  The  Tenderloin  Times 

■  Duties  include,  maintaining  financial  and  advertising  ac- 
counts, overseeing  distribution  and  mailing  of  the  paper, 
expand  subscriber/donor  base  through  direct  mail  and  fund- 
raising  events,  assist  editor  in  foundation  fundraismg,  coor- 
dinate office  functions. 

$16,500/year 

■  Send  resume  to:  Sara  Colm,  Tenderloin  Times,  25  Taylor 
St.,  S.F.,  CA  94102. 

Deadline:  October  15,  1987 
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Rent  Law  OKs  Steep  Rent  Hikes 
At  Two  Tenderloin  Buildings 


by  Karen  Koenig 

Two  recent  landlord-tenant  dis- 
putes in  the  Tenderloin  illustrate 
loopholes  in  the  rent  control  law 
that  permit  landlords  to  increase  rents 
by  far  more  than  four  percent:  capital 
improvements  and  banking  rent  in- 
creases. 

On  September  22,  the  Rent  Board 
refused  to  grant  further  appeal  to  ten- 
ants of  945  Larkin  Street,  allowing  their 
landlord,  Tim  Carrico  of  Larkin  Street 
Associates,  to  raise  rents  by  13  to  34 
percent. 

In  addition  to  the  four  percent  an- 
nual allowable  increase,  the  landlord 
passed  along  to  tenants  the  costs  of 
his  mortgage,  building  maintenance, 
and  capital  improvements. 

A  dozen  of  the  tenants  in  the  20-unit 
building  affected  by  the  increases  tried 
to  argue  that  work  done  wasn't  capi- 
tal improvements,  but  much-needed 
repairs  that  had  been  delayed  for  too 
long.  But  Hearing  Officer  Samuel  A. 
Vitaro  denied  their  claim. 

In  fact,  in  1985,  several  complaints 
about  the  building— including  inade- 
quate heat  and  hot  water,  repairs 
needed  on  individual  units,  and  cock- 
roaches—had prompted  the  Rent  Board 
to  order  a  10  percent  rent  decrease. 

The  Rent  Board,  in  collusion  with 
the  landlord,  is  telling  tenants  that  we 
are  not  entitled  to  regular  repair  or 
maintenance  of  our  apartments  with- 
out a  corresponding  rent  increase.  Re- 
quest repairs  and  we  will  send  you  the 
bill,'  is  the  message,"  said  tenant  Edwin 
Vogt. 

Owner  Tim  Carrico,  who  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Rent  Board,  refused  to  com- 
ment on  the  case  to  the  Tenderloin 


Times.  He  did  not  sit  on  the  Board  in 
this  case. 

Carrico  is  also  trying  to  charge 
tenants  10  percent  interest  on  his  capi- 
tal improvements,  also  allowed  by 
law.  According  to  Ricardo  Hernandez, 
Director  of  the  Rent  Board,  there  were 
accusations  that  the  landlord  had  bor- 
rowed more  money  than  was  needed 
to  make  improvements.  If  it  turns  out 
that  Carrico  was  in  fact  "double-dip- 
ping" in  this  way,  Hernandez  said, 
tenants  who  appealed  might  have  their 
new  rents  reduced  by  $3  to  $15  a 
month. 

In  another  case  just  filed  with  the 
Rent  Board,  the  landlord  of  a  24-unit 
building  at  730  O'Farrell  Street  is  in- 
creasing sc*ne  tenants'  rents  by  as  much 
as  30  percent  for  extra  charges  that  are 
legal  under  the  rent  law. 

The  former  owner  had  a  verbal 
agreement  with  some  of  her  elderly 
residents  that  she  would  not  raise  their 
rents.  After  she  died,  new  owner  Vic- 
toria Maniquis  informed  tenants  that 
she  was  bringing  their  new  rents  up  to 
the  level  they  would  be  if  all  annual 
increases  had  been  charged  since  1982. 
This  is  "banking"  the  rent  increases, 
legal  under  the  current  law. 

For  some  elderly  tenants,  this  has 
created  financial  hardship.  One  resi- 
dent, who  lives  on  a  fixed  income  of 
$580  a  month,  said  his  monthly  rent 
has  increased  from  $191  to  $248. 

'This  is  how  people  end  up  on  the 
street,"  he  said,  "When  they  raise  the 
rent  and  start  upgrading." 

Victoria  Maniquis  did  not  return 
phone  calls  from  the  Tenderloin  Times. 

—Phillipa  Lord  contributed 
to  this  report 


New  Voters  Sign  Up 


Golden  St^  0 


*fce  Jelly  Do** 

•  Best  Donuts  in  Town 

•  Cafeteria-style  Food 
Breakfast,  Lunch  &  Dinner 

(Entrees  include  roast  beef,  roast  pork, 
turkey,  corned  beef,  ham) 

5AM-10PM 
149  Taylor  at  Eddy 
776-3364 

coupon 

1 4<K  donut, 
get  1  FREE 

good  until  November  30, 1987 


With  an  American  flag  as  a  backdrop,  members  of  Asian  Community  Enter- 
prises (ACE)  served  coffee  and  donuts  at  a  table  in  front  of  the  Cadillac  Hotel 
last  month  to  encourage  Southeast  Asians  to  register  to  vote.  Tenderloin 
businessman  Peter  Hiep  told  the  Times  he  was  very  pleased  with  the  day's 
results— some  120  newly  registered  voters.  Some  of  the  refugees  had  to  be 
assured  first  that  they  would  not  lose  their  welfare  benefits  if  they  registered, 
he  said.  In  addition  to  ACE,  the  Chinese  American  Voter  Education  Com- 
mittee, state  Sen.  Milton  Marks  and  Supervisor  Thomas  Hsieh  helped  sponsor 
the  voter  registration  drive. 

— Quyen  Quoc  Tiet 


Tenants  Rally  for  Stronger  Rent  Control 


by  Sherman  Ellis 

A group  of  about  fifty  people, 
carrying  signs  reading  "Renters' 
Rights  vs.  Realtors'  Greed"  and 
"Renters  Need  Protection,"  gathered 
on  the  steps  of  City  Hall  on  September 
21.  They  were  there  to  urge  the  Board 
of  Supervisors  to  pass  the  Tenant 
Protection  Package,"  housing  legisla- 
tion designed  to  help  curb  rent  in- 
creases and  unfair  evictions.  But  after 
much  heated  discussion,  the  Board 
decided  to  postpone  action  on  the  bill 
until  October  13. 

If  passed  by  the  board,  the  bill  will: 

•  Make  it  more  difficult  for  land- 
lords to  pass  through  the  costs  of  capi- 
tal improvements  to  tenants; 

•  Limit  the  amount  rents  may  be  in- 
creased for  increased  PG&E,  mainte- 


nance expenses,  and  capital  improve- 
ments. 

•  Increase  tenants'  protection  from 
eviction  for  substantial  rehabilitation 
of  a  building,  alleged  nuisance,  capital 
improvements,  owner/ relative  move- 
in,  and  demolition; 

•  Limit  the  circumstances  under 
which  buildings  can  become  exempt 
from  the  rent  stabilization  law. 

Richard  Allman,  director  of  the  S.F. 
Housing  and  Tenants'  Council,  em- 
phasized that  70  percent  of  San  Fran- 
cisco's residents  are  renters.  The  pack- 
age of  reforms  "doesn't  do  everything" 
to  protect  tenants,  said  Allman,  but  it 
closes  up  loopholes  through  which 
some  landlords  currently  take  advan- 
tage of  tenants.  He  urged  renters  to 
call  or  write  the  Supervisors  in  support 
of  the  legislation. 


Hastings  Highrise  on  Hold  Again 


by  Sara  Colm 

Hastings  College  of  the  Law  has 
once  again  decided  to  postpone 
proceeding  on  its  controversial 
plans  to  construct  a  commercial  office 
building  in  the  Tenderloin. 

At  a  September  25  meeting,  Hastings' 
board  of  directors  unanimously  voted 
to  evaluate  whether  the  KGO  building 
on  Golden  Gate  Avenue,  which  Hastings 
owns,  might  be  an  alternative  site  for 
the  project.  Their  decision  was  influ- 
enced by  a  recent  ruling  on  another 
pending  University  of  California  deve- 
lopment in  San  Francisco  proposed  for 
Laurel  Heights. 

In  that  case,  the  State  Court  of  Ap- 
peals rejected  the  University's  Environ- 
mental Impact  Report  for  a  proposed 
research  facility  because  it  hadn't  care- 
fully considered  other  sites  that  would 
have  less  impact  on  the  neighborhood. 

The  outcome  of  that  case,  now  be- 
fore the  Supreme  Court,  is  not  known," 
said  Hastings  board  member  Myron 
Etienne,  Jr.  "We  thought  it  prudent 
for  the  board  to  undertake  a  supple- 
mental study  and  look  at  the  KGO 
building  to  see  if  it  meets  the  project's 
needs." 

Community  activists  who  have  op- 
posed the  project  and  threatened  legal 
action  applauded  the  delay,  but  were 


skeptical  that  Hastings  would  com- 
pletely shelve  its  prior  plans  to  con- 
struct an  eight-story  office  building  on 
the  block  bounded  by  Golden  Gate, 
McAllister,  Larkin  and  Hyde. 

"They're  buying  time  with  this 
move,"  said  Marsha  Rosen,  of  the 
Lawyers'  Committee  for  Urban  Affairs, 
who  estimates  it  will  take  months  for 
the  new  study  on  the  KGO  building 
to  be  completed.  "They're  being  very 
cautious,  so  obviously  they're  aware 
of  the  level  of  controversy  and  poten- 
tial legal  problems." 

Rosen  speculated  that  after  a  cursory 
examination  of  the  KGO  site  to  satisfy 
legal  requirements,  Hastings  would  go 
ahead  with  its  original  plans. 

"We  have  reason  to  believe  they're 
going  ahead,"  said  Rosen.  Hastings 
needs  a  revenue-generating  project  to 
pay  back  misappropriated  scholarship 
funds,  which  were  used  to  purchase 
Tenderloin  real  estate,  she  said. 

"The  settlement  of  the  scholarship 
rip-off  is  contingent  on  them  going 
ahead  (with  their  original  plans),"  said 
Rosen . 

Sue  Hestor,  attorney  for  San  Fran- 
ciscans for  Reasonable  Growth  said, 
"It  sounds  like  they  want  to  set  it  up 
and  then  tear  it  down  for  economic 
reasons— by  saying  it  won't  be  econo- 
mically viable  for  their  needs." 
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Family  Housing  Woes 


in  short 


continued  from  page  1 
Dana. 

The  new  law.  which  gives  increased 
remedies  and  enforcement  powers  to 
the  Human  Rights  Commission,  pro- 
mises to  help  victims  of  discrimina- 
tion like  Lasha  and  Phal. 

Passed  unanimously  by  the  board 
on  September  21,  the  legislation  would 
make  certain  discriminatory  practices 
illegal  and  increase  penalties  against 
landlords  who  violate  the  law.  Speci- 
fically, the  law  would: 

1.  Outlaw  rules  used  by  landlords 
to  bar  tenants  with  children,  such  as 
arbitrarily  limiting  the  number  of  peo- 
ple occupying  a  unit  or  charging  higher 
rents  for  families  with  children.  Land- 
lords would  not  be  able  to  impose 
discriminatory  rules  on  families,  such 
as  prohibiting  children  of  opposite 
sexes  from  sharing  a  room  or  requiring 
parents  to  supervise  older  children  a 
all  times. 

2.  Fine  landlords  found  guilty  of 
discrimination  up  to  $2,000  plus  six 
months  in  jail  and  allow  victims  of 
discrimination  to  sue  for  civil  damages, 
including  triple  the  amount  of  rent  for 
the  unit  they  were  denied,  plus  puni- 
tive damages. 

3.  Require  the  Human  Rights  Com- 
mission to  investigate  and  formally  re- 
solve complaints  of  housing  discrimi- 
nation. The  Commission  would  have 
the  authority  to  order  a  landlord  to 
stop  discriminating  and  to  pay  damages 
for  discriminatory  acts. 

"The  law  should  prevent  unnecessary 
evictions  of  families  for  having  chil- 
dren and  hopefully  open  up  some 
housing  opportunities  for  people  look- 
ing for  housing,"  said  Morales.  "Land- 
lords won't  be  able  to  turn  them  down 
because  they  have  kids." 

A  victim  of  housing  discrimination 
won't  have  to  go  to  court  to  assert 
their  rights  bijt  can  go  to  the  Human 
Rights  Commission  for  free,  quick 
help.  The  law  puts  the  Commission  in 
charge  of  investigating  and  resolving 
complaints  of  housing  discrimination 
and  gives  it  tb.e  authority  to  order  a 
landlord  to  stop  discriminating  and  to 
pay  damages  for  discriminatory  acts. 

For  any  housing  discrimination 
problems,  contact  the  Human  Rights 
Commission  at  558-4901. 


Dana  Lasha  and  her  child  Hannah. 


Know  Your 
Housing  Rights 

by  Cathryn  Bauer 

It  is  illegal  for  landlords  to: 

•  Refuse  to  rent  to  someone  be- 
cause of  their  age,  race,  sex,  national 
origin,  religion,  family  size  or  physi- 
cal disability. 

•  Charge  higher  rent  or  require 
larger  deposits  of  any  kind  because 
of  any  of  the  above  factors; 

•  Refuse  to  rent  to  a  couple  ex- 
pecting a  baby  or  a  family  which  in- 
cludes children,  an  older  person  or 
a  person  with  a  physical  disability; 

•  Restrict  the  number  of  children 
allowed,  refuse  to  rent  to  a  family 
because  of  the  ages  of  the  children 
or  evict  a  family  once  their  children 
reach  any  particular  age; 

•  Charge  higher  rent  or  require 
larger  deposits  from  a  family  with 
children; 

•  Refuse  to  rent  to  someone  with 
AIDS  or  ARC; 

•  Refuse  to  permit  a  seeing  eye 
or  hearing  dog  even  if  there  is  a  "no 
pets"  policy; 

•  Make  unreasonable  rules  that 
discriminate  against  families,  such 
as  requiring  older  children  to  be  su- 
pervised at  all  times  in  common 
areas  of  the  building. 

In  some  situations,  such  as  when 
the  landlord  is  offering  a  shared  ren- 
tal or  "roommate"  type  situation  in 
which  a  tenant  will  actually  be  shar- 
ing a  unit  with  someone  else,  these 
laws  may  not  apply.  However,  for 
any  questions  about  housing  dis- 
crimination, contact  the  Human 
Rights  Commission  at  558-4901. 


WOMEN:  are  you  concerned  about  AIDS? 


if  you: 


don't  use  IV  drugs,  and 

have  a  sex  partner  who  has  shot  drugs,  and 

want  to  learn  more  about  AIDS, 


The  PARTNERS  OUTREACH  PROJECT  offers 
counseling  and  information.  You  receive  $30.00  for  3 
interviews.  Call  Laurie  or  Jen  at  821-545 1  or  821-8764. 
Partners  Outreach  Project   University  of  California,  San  Francisco 


Birth  Control 
Abortion 

Gynecological  Exams 


Pregnancy  Tests 
AIDS  Antibody  Tests 
Premarital  Tests 


Dav  or  evening  appointments  available,  Medi-Cal,  Visa,  .nut  Mask-rC  .ml 
accepted.  All  services  low  cost  and  confidential. 

Personal,  convenient,  affordable  care. 

Civic  Center  Financial  District 

815  Eddy  Street,  SF  582  Market,  #  100,  SF 

441-5454  982-0707 

P Planned  Parenthood" 
Alameda/San  Francisco 


Sign  Up  Now  To  Take  G.E.D. 

People  planning  to  take  the  next 
California  High  School  Proficiency 
Examination  must  register  by  mail  no 
later  than  October  19.  The  test  itself 
will  be  held  on  November  14  at  ap- 
proximately 100  sites  throughout  the 
state.  To  pass  the  four-hour  exam,  a 
person  must  have  a  grasp  of  the  basic 
skills  at  least  equal  to  that  of  the  average 
high  school  senior.  A  Certificate  of 
Proficiency,  equivalent  by  law  to  a  high 
school  diploma,  is  awarded  by  the  State 
Board  of  Education  to  people  who 
pass  the  test. 

Open  to  anyone  16  or  older,  the 
exam  costs  $20  and  is  given  only  three 
times  a  year.  People  who  are  under  18 
when  they  pass  the  exam  must  have 
parental  permission  in  order  to  leave 
school  before  regular  graduation. 

Information  bulletins,  which  include 
sample  questions,  a  list  of  test  sites,  an 
application  form,  and  mailing  envelope, 
are  available  at  all  high  schools  and 
most  public  library  branches.  For 
more  information  call  916/445-0297. 

Cancer  Research  Project  Focuses 
on  Vietnamese  Community 

A  group  of  researchers  at  the  Uni- 
versity of  California,  San  Francisco 
recently  announced  the  formation  of  a 
Vietnamese  Community  Cancer  Pre- 
vention Project,  funded  in  part  by  the 
American  Cancer  Society. 

"We  hope  that  in  the  near  future,  our 
research  will  facilitate  the  establish- 
ment of  cancer  education  and  preven- 
tion programs  for  the  Vietnamese  com- 
munity," said  Dr.  Stephen  J.  McPhee, 
assistant  professor  of  medicine  at  UCSF, 
who  is  directing  the  project.  According 
to  McPhee,  Vietnamese  are  the  fastest 
growing  minority  in  California. 

Starting  last  month,  Vietnamese 
workers  began  to  interview  a  total  of 
250  people  randomly  selected  from  Viet- 
namese living  in  San  Francisco  and  the 
East  Bay.  The  researchers  are  focusing 
on  cancer  prevention  problems  in  the 
Vietnamese  community,  studying  their 
health  beliefs  and  any  barriers  they 
encounter  in  seeking  health  care. 

Emergency  Groceries 

The  Gay  Rescue  Mission  now  pro- 
vides emergency  boxes  of  groceries  to 
those  in  need  who  can't  get  to  the 
soup  kitchens.  The  program  is  mainly 
for  people  who  are  disabled  or  sick  or 
who  work  during  the  times  the  soup 
kitchens  are  open.  For  further  infor- 
mation call  the  Gay  Rescue  Mission  at 
431-2188. 


D.  A.  Honors  TL  Decoy  Cops 

Officer  William  Langlois,  the  Ten- 
derloin's decoy  cop,  and  several  Dis- 
trict Attorney  investigators  were  hon- 
ored by  District  Attorney  Arlo  Smith 
in  August  for  their  undercover  work 
in  the  Tenderloin  from  June  19  to  July 
10  of  this  year. 

"It  was  an  exceptionally  well-run 
operation  with  Officer  Langlois  as  de- 
coy and  the  heart  and  soul  of  the  team. 
He  dressed  as  an  elderly  man  who 
appeared  to  be  an  easy  target  for  those 
who  would  prey  on  the  elderly,"  ex- 
plained John  Majka,  Chief  of  the  D.A.'s 
Investigative  Bureau. 

Smith  presented  commendations  for 
merit  to  Langlois  and  D.A.  Investiga- 
tors Karen  Hibbitt,  Vaneta  Pollett, 
Ronald  Leon  and  Lee  Tyler,  all  mem- 
bers of  the  Robbery  Abatement  Team 
designed  to  capture  robbery  suspects 
preying  on  the  elderly  in  the  Tender- 
loin. 

The  team  endured  three  weeks  of 
stress  and  risked  their  personal  safety 
in  the  operation  which  netted  17  sus- 
pects who  attempted  to  victimize  senior 
citizens.  The  officers  and  investigators 
"deserve  a  sincere  thank  you  from  the 
District  Attorney's  Office  and  from  the 
thousands  of  elderly  San  Franciscans 
whose  lives  were  made  safer  by  the 
operation,"  said  Smith  as  he  presented 
plaques  to  the  honorees. 

"Our  conviction  rate  for  those  ac- 
cused of  crimes  against  the  elderly  is 
99  percent,"  said  Smith,  "and  most  of 
those,  state  prison  commitments.  We're 
going  to  continue  to  deal  harshly  with 
these  types  of  despicable,  cowardly 
criminals  who  prey  on  the  elderly." 

One  of  those  convicted  as  a  result 
of  the  decoy  operation  was  Michael 
Gordon,  31,  of  San  Francisco  and 
Palo  Alto,  for  the  robbery  of  an  elderly 
woman  in  the  Tenderloin  on  June  24, 
1987. 

Women's  Clinics 

Health  Center  #4,  1490  Mason  Street, 
offers  Women's  Clinics  for  females  of 
all  ages.  A  physician  or  nurse  practi- 
tioner performs  annual  and  periodic 
examinations  for  detection  of  early 
signs  of  cancer  and  screening  of  sex- 
ually transmitted  diseases.  Education 
and  counseling  in  family  planning 
methods  are  provided.  Counseling  is 
also  available  for  AIDS  related  con- 
cerns. All  services  are  confidential. 
Appointments  are  necessary  and  low 
cost  services  are  provided  on  a  sliding 
scale.  For  an  appointment  or  more 
information  call  558-2545. 


Subscribe  to  the 
Tenderloin  Times 


TT  Softball  Team  Triumphs 


by  Red  Sachs 

The  Tenderloin  Times  Softball 
team  closed  the  87  season  on  a 
high  note,  beating  City  Attorney 
Louise  Renne's  Late  Edition  20-16  in  an 
annual  benefit  for  the  Times  and  the 
Tenderloin  Childcare  Center.  The  well- 
coached  Renegades  took  last  year's 
game,  making  this  a  grudge  match. 
The  Times  started  off  by  leaping  out 
to  an  11-0  lead,  powered  by  three 
majestic  homers  by  Otto  Lepori  and 
solid  hitting  throughout  the  line-up. 
Things  began  to  go  sour  in  the  fourth 
when  starting  pitcher  Jody  York  was 
replaced  by  Joe  Wilson.  The  talented 
Editions  struck  for  three  in  the  fourth 
and  10  in  the  fifth,  while  some  excep- 
tional fielding,  especially  by  their 
shortstop,  held  the  Times  to  one  run, 
resulting  in  a  13-12  Renegades  lead 
after  six . 

Cy  Young  Award  pitcher  Jean  Gib- 
son came  on  to  hold  the  Renegades 
to  three  runs  over  the  next  two  innings, 
while  timely  contributions  from  Times 
hitters,  including  Paul  Boden,  Gold 
Glove  outfielder  Dave  Brigode,  MVP 


Randy  Avery,  Rookie  of  the  Year 
Deborah  Keane  and  Most  Improved 
Player  Maria  Maitino  pecked  away  at 
the  lead. 

The  most  telling  blows  were  a  two- 
out,  two-strike  single  by  Ferdi  Posas 
to  tie  the  game  and  a  clutch  RBI 
single  by  David  Jensen  to  take  the 
lead.  Joe  Wilson  hit  a  breathtaking 
drive  over  the  right  center  field  fence 
for  a  ground-rule  double,  his  third  of 
the  day. 

Ultimately  it  came  down  to  Most 
Dependable  Player  Lepori  who  hurled 
a  scoreless,  four-out  ninth  for  the  save. 
The  extra  out  was  a  liner  by  Louise 
Renne  that  was  snared  by  Marilyn 
York  in  a  fitting  end  to  her  stellar 
season  before  she  briefly  interrupts 
her  career  to  have  a  child. 

The  Times  had  its  best  year  ever, 
finishing  the  season  with  a  record  of 
13-5. 
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Tenderloin 
Church  Responds 
To  Pope's  Visit 

by  Ron  Holladay 

In  what  they  called  "an  alternative 
celebration  during  the  papal  visit/' 
650  people— lesbians,  gays,  and 
their  supporters — gathered  to  worship 
at  the  First  Congregational  Church  at 
Post  and  Mason  streets  on  September 
16. 

The  service  was  organized  for 
"Christians  who  have  a  different  vision 
of  the  church,  who  see  the  church  as 
open  to  all  people  who  believe,  regard- 
less of  gender,  sexual  orientation,  age 
or  ethnicity,"  said  Rev.  Jim  Sandmire, 
Pastor  of  the  Metropolitan  Community 
Church. 

Participating  clergy  included  those 
who  have  worked  in  the  Tenderloin — 
Rev.  Glenda  Hope,  Rev.  Norman 
Leach,  and  Rev.  Loey  Powell.  Rev. 
Allan  Chalfant,  an  Episcopal  priest 
who  has  AIDS,  read  an  excerpt  by 
Wayne  Mielke  from  the  Metropolitan 
Community  Church's  "Epiphany 
Writings." 

The  purpose  of  the  service  was  to 
provide  a  positive  spiritual  model  in 
the  wake  of  attacks  directed  at  lesbians 
and  gays  by  the  Roman  Catholic 
Church.  These  pronouncements  have 
implied  that  AIDS  is  the  logical  result 
of  immoral  behavior,  and  that  lesbians 
and  gays  can't  be  good  Catholics. 

Led  by  Rev.  Sandmire,  the  inter- 
denominational service  began  with  an 
impressive  procession  of  more  than  50 
banner-carrying  clergy  including  Jewish 
rabbis,  Catholics,  mainstream  Protes- 
tants, and  Southern  Baptists,  dressed 
in  colorful  robes. 

Rev.  Hope  encouraged  worshippers 
to  "grow  into  our  image  as  the  vision 
of  God"  and  to  "give  of  ourselves  to 
end  oppression."  Throughout  the  ser- 
vice, clergy  used  inclusive  terms  such 


as  "he  or  she"  to  refer  to  God,  and 
celebrated  the  contributions  of  women 
to  the  church. 

The  service  concluded  with  clergy 
chanting,  "We  are  made  in  God's  image 
and  we  are  free!  We  are  made  in  God's 
image  and  we  are  one!"  The  congre- 
gation answered  with  a  heartfelt 
"Amen." 

Asian  Food  Crisis 

Laos,  Cambodia  and  Vietnam  are 
among  nine  Asian  nations  that  have 
been  ravaged  by  drought,  typhoons 
and  floods  this  year,  causing  scores  of 
deaths  and  millions  of  dollars  worth  of 
damage. 

The  spring  monsoon  failed  this  year. 
Rains  that  did  come  in  July  and  August 
were  either  too  little,  too  late  or  too 
severe,  with  violent  downpours  and 
floods  causing  even  more  damage  to 
the  crops. 

Vietnam  was  plagued  by  a  spell  of 
dry  weathef  and  then  hit  by  two  ty- 
phoons. Vietnamese  farmers  have  had 
trouble  getting  enough  power  to  run 
irrigation  works. 

The  government  of  Laos  estimated 
that  the  drought  caused  the  rice  har- 
vest to  drop  from  a  planned  goal  of  1.57 
million  tons  to  350,000.  The  World 
Food  Program  is  currently  considering 
a  request  for  assistance  by  Laos. 

In  late  August  the  government  of 
Cambodia  estimated  that  the  drought 
—its  worst  in  ten  years — had  destroyed 
or  rendered  useless  332,522  acres  of 
crops  and  caused  thousands  of  farm 
animals  to  die,  according  to  the  Asso- 
ciated Press. 

At  the  end  of  August  the  United 
Nations  called  on  other  nations  to  send 
food,  fertilizer  and  pesticides  to  Cam- 
bodia to  fend  off  what  it  called  an 
"emerging  food  crisis"  there,  said  A. P. 

But  Thailand's  Foreign  Ministry 
urged  other  countries  not  to  send  emer- 
gency aid  to  Cambodia  because,  the 
Thai  government  said,  it  might  prolong 
Vietnam's  occupation  of  Cambodia. 


Heart  of  the  City 


FARMERS 
MARKET 


OPEN  WEDNESDAY 
FRIDAY  AND  SUNDAY 


UNITED  NATIONS  PLAZA 
At  Civic  Center 

FOOD  STAMPS  ACCEPTED 


North  of  Market  Voters  Club  & 

Tenderloin  Residents  &  Workers 
Urge  You  To  Vote  For 

ART  AGN0S 
FOR  MAYOR 


0  Art  Agnos  Is  the  only  candidate  who  supports  rent  control 
on  vacant  units. 

0  Art  Agnos  reformed  Medi-Cal  laws  to  enable  people 
to  get  eyeglasses,  dentures  and  hearing  aids. 

0  Art  Agnos  has  fought  for  the  rights  of  renters, 
seniors,  gays  and  lesbians,  women,  refugees, 
families  and  the  disabled. 

0  Art  Agnos  has  a  solid  reputation  for  em- 
ploying minorities  and  women. 

0  The  San  Francisco  Examiner  calls 
Art  Agnos  one  of  the  State's  "leading 
authorities''  on  AIDS  and  ARC. 

The  Following  Tenderloin  Neighbors  Endorse  Art  For  Mayor: 


(partial  list) 

Ricard  Allman 

Ed  llumln 

Hung  Van  Ngo 

Jordan  Bach 

LaMarr  Fields 

Viet  Nguyen 

Wendell  Bennett 

Elaine  Foreman 

Richard  Parker 

Yvonne  Bennett 

Keith  Grier 

Brad  Paul 

Hazel  Blackwell 

Roscoe  Hawkins 

Howard  Penn 

Lulu  Carter 

Dan  Hlgglns 

Greg  Pennington 

Edwin  Cladwell 

Charles  Hovlne 

Fr.  Robert  Pfisterer 

Fannie  Clark 

Stephen  Jacobson 

Gregory  Ranno 

Dan  Collins 

Thelma  Kavanagh 

Jonathan  Runckle 

Alyce  Kimerling 

Dean  Saelao 

Jeanne  Comaskey 

Peggy  Kranz 

Esther  Savin 

Kevin  Comaskey 

Sue  Kwanda 

Estelle  Seeba 

Dennis  Conkln 

Susan  Uebhaber 

Bobbie  Lee  Sellers 

Win  Cornell 

Kathy  Looper 

Ann  Marie  Slnfietd 

Lillian  Crosthwalte 

Leroy  Looper 

Randy  Shaw 

Bro  Kelly  Cullen 

Uz  Lujan 

Sltha  Sum 

Huu  Danh 

Alice  McGee 

Heidi  Swarts 

Son  Dao 

Cathy  Merschel 

Michael  Tarbox 

Angle  DeLeo 

Rattha  Mey 

Vlnh  Minh  Tran 

Kathy  Desllets 

Sarah  Murphy 

Jean  Welch 

Darwin  Dias 

Milo  Nadler 

Simeon  White 

Tho  Do 

Uang  Nee 

Midge  Wilson 

Also.  North  of  Markot  Voters  Club  Recommends: 

YES  ON  P  (District  Elections) 

NO  ON  W  (Downtown  Stadium) 

YES  ON  B  (St reet/Sldewolk  Improvement) 

YES  ON  6  (Office  of  Citizens  Complaints  Revision) 

NO  ON  T  (Support  Affordable  Housing) 

To  volunteer  for  the  Agnos  campaign, 
call  243-9900 

Paid  for  by  North  of  Market  Neighbors  for  Art  Agnos. 
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Sweepers  Work 
For  Welfare 

continued  from  page  1 

percent  fewer  caseloads  this  year. 

People  on  G.A.  are  expected  to  apply 
for  up  to  five  potential  jobs  a  week. 
Those  sweeping  the  streets  three  days 
a  week,  however,  only  have  to  do  one 
job  search  a  week. 

The  number  of  days  that  people 
have  to  sweep  the  streets  "depends  on 
whether  the  Department  of  Public 
Works  needs  more  people  on  a  crew  or 
not,"  according  to  Bobbie  Rifkin, 
senior  supervisor  for  G.A.  intake.  "If 
they  need  more  people,  the  clients 
have  to  do  less  job  searches." 

With  everything  else  G.A.  recipients 
are  required  to  do,  there's  little  time  to 
look  for  employment. 

To  avoid  being  cut  off  assistance, 
they  must  make  sure  they  follow  the 
welfare  department's  time-consuming 
paperwork  requirements  and  not  miss 
any  appointments  with  their  social 
workers. 

Three  seven-hour  days  are  consumed 
by  the  street-sweeping  assignments, 
which  begin  at  6:30  in  the  morning. 

"You  don't  know  what  time  it  is, 
because  if  you  had  a  watch,  you've 
probably  pawned  it,"  said  former  G.A. 
recipient  Greg  Francis.  "So  you  look 
up  at  the  sky  and  think  it  must  be  6:30. 
You  get  out  of  bed  to  find  the  nearest 
clock  and  see  it's  only  a  quarter  to  four. 
But  you  don't  go  back  to  sleep  cause 
you're  afraid  you'll  miss  work  and  be 
cut  off." 

Many  G.A.  recipients  spend  a  good 
part  of  the  day  just  meeting  survival 
needs.  As  much  as  five  hours  a  day 
can  be  spent  trying  to  get  free  meals. 
Little  is  left  to  spend  on  food  from 
their  $311  monthly  G.A.  check  after 
paying  an  average  of  $300  a  month  for 
a  hotel  room.  And  even  though  they 
are  eligible  for  food  stamps,  many 
G.A.  recipients  use  the  soup  kitchens 
because  their  low-cost  hotel  rooms 
don't  have  kitchen  facilities. 

Francis  described  how  he  would  walk 
to  a  foodline  in  the  Mission  District 
for  breakfast  at  6  a.m.  "And  then  you 
have  to  walk  all  the  way  back  to  St. 
Anthony's  (because  there's  no  money 
for  busfare),  and  wait  in  line  at  10  to 


get  in  by  noon.  And  that's  just  break- 
fast and  lunch,"  he  said. 

On  street-sweeping  days,  many  don't 
have  time  for  breakfast  or  lunch.  They 
are  assigned  to  the  outlying  areas  and 
can't  make  it  to  Glide  or  St.  Anthony's," 
said  Barbara  Coleman,  who  sweeps 
South  of  Market. 

Separating  Out  the  'Unemployables' 

There  are  currently  8,656  poor,  sin- 
gle adults  in  San  Francisco  who  are  on 
G.A.  Seventy  percent  are  considered 
unemployable,  and  thus  exempt  from 
the  workfare  requirement,  because  of 
physical  or  mental  disabilities,  sub- 
stance abuse  problems,  or  lack  of  edu- 
cation and  skills.  The  other  30  percent 
are  required  to  sweep  the  streets. 

Many  of  the  G.A.  street  sweepers 
are  good  workers,  said  John  Roum- 
danis,  superintendent  of  the  Bureau  of 
Street  Cleaning  and  Urban  Forestry. 
But  many  have  problems  that  make  it 
hard  to  get  the  job  done. 

"Some  G.A.  people  come  to  work  ill- 
prepared,"  he  said.  'They  have  alcohol, 
drug  or  mental  problems  and  can't  get 
it  together." 

The  determination  of  who  is  able  to 
work  is  made  by  DSS  doctors.  DSS 
worker  Earl  Gilman,  who  was  a  G.A. 
eligiblity  worker  for  20  years,  said  the 
decision  by  DSS  doctors  as  to  who  can 
and  cannot  work  is  often  arbitrary. 
The  result,  Gilman  said,  is  that  many 
people  not  really  capable  of  physical 
labor  are  forced  to  sweep  the  streets. 

'The  doctors  are  pretty  useless," 
said  Gilman.  'They  don't  really  give 
clients  an  exam.  I  had  one  client  who 
was  legless,  and  the  DSS  doctors  said 
he  was  employable  (for  physical  labor)." 

Calling  the  G.A.  street  sweeping  re- 
quirement a  form  of  "harassment,"  Lisa 
Parsons  of  the  Tenderloin-based  G.A. 
Advocacy  Project  questions  whether 
the  city  actually  wants  people  to  get 
jobs,  or  simply  wants  to  use  them  as  a 
source  of  cheap  labor. 

Street  sweeper  Gregory  Lowe  said, 
"1  just  wish  they  only  made  us  do  the 
sweeping  one  or  two  days  a  week  so  I 
could  have  more  time  to  look  for  a  job 
and  get  my  life  together. 

"You  know,  it's  demeaning  work, 
and  you're  doing  it  just  to  pay  for 
your  G.A.  hotel,"  said  Lowe.  "They 
should  hire  us,  rather  than  using  us  for 
scab  labor." 


All  in  a  Day's  Work— for  Welfare 


by  Laurie  Udesky 

•w-t's  7:30  in  the  morning  and  Barbara 
I  Coleman,  44,  methodically  pushes 
A  her  broom  down  a  gutter  on  the 
north  side  of  Market  Street.  T  don't, 
want  to  be  homeless,  so  I  work,"  she 
says.  She  sweeps  the  litter  into  a  neat 
pile  and  scoops  it  up  into  a  plastic  bag. 
When  the  bag  is  full,  she  will  tie  it  up 
and  leave  it  in  a  designated  spot  for 
pick-up  by  a  city  truck. 

Coleman  has  been  sweeping  the 
streets,  three  seven-hour  days  a  week, 
for  nine  months,  to  fulfill  the  work- 
fare  requirement  for  General  Assistance 
(G.A.)  recipients. 

This  is  the  first  time  she  has  been  on 
welfare,  Coleman  says,  and  it  hasn't 
been  easy.  "I  was  a  nurse  and  I  was 
working  in  a  hospital  and  getting  good 
benefits,"  she  says,  pursing  her  lips  as 
she  zig-zags  her  broom  across  the  side- 
walk. "But  then  this  crazy  person  on 
the  street  stabbed  me."  She  lost  her  job. 
"When  I  got  out  of  the  hospital,  I  had 
to  go  to  St.  Anthony's  shelter."  She 
has  been  on  G.A.  for  nine  months  now. 

Coleman  says  that  one  of  the  hardest 
things  for  her  is  the  way  she  is  treated 
at  the  Department  of  Social  Services 
(DSS).  "The  always  talk  to  you  like 
you're  crazy.  They  don't  care  who  you 
are — they  treat  you  like  you're  insane." 

DSS  employee  Earl  Gilman,  who 
was  a  G.A.  eligibility  worker  for  20 
years,  said  the  G.A.  section  of  DSS  "is 
like  Siberia — the  place  where  no  one 
wants  to  work,  where  clients  are  not 
considered  worthy  of  help." 

On  General  Assistance,  Coleman 
gets  $311  a  month,  which  doesn't  stretch 
very  far.  "I  have  to  pay  $139  every 
two  weeks  for  my  hotel  room.  I  don't 
have  enough  money  to  buy  shoes,"  she 
says,  pointing  to  her  feet  which  are 
covered  only  with  red  socks.  "I  can 
only  eat  beans  and  rice,  and  if  I  get 
sick,  who  cares  about  me  up  in  my 
hotel  room?" 

Coleman  has  applied  for  work  at  the 
Emporium  and  at  clinics  around  the 
city.  In  January  she  even  put  in  an  ap- 
plication with  the  city  for  street  sweep- 


Voters'  Club 
Endorses  Agnos, 
District  Elections 

continued  from  page  1 
city. 

The  North  of  Market  Voters'  Club 
— with  a  membership  of  around  100 
Tenderloin  residents  and  workers- 
conducts  voter  education  and  endorses 
candidates.  The  club  had  sent  a  ques- 
tionnaire to  each  of  the  candidates 
asking  about  their  positions  on  vacancy 
control,  General  Assistance,  commer- 
cial development,  and  other  issues  im- 
portant to  Tenderloin  residents. 

All  of  the  major  candidates  re- 
sponded to  the  questionnaire  and  came 
to  the  forum,  except  San  Francisco 
Supervisor  John  Molinari. 

Addressing  the  issue  of  the  home- 
less, candidate  Roger  Boas,  formerly 
the  city's  Chief  Administrative  Officer, 
said,  "We  have  about  3,000  beds  for 
homeless  people,  yet  we  need  about 
6,000." 

He  also  elaborated  on  his  "tough 
manager"  theme.  "I  am  a  good  manager 
with  a  reputation  for  getting  the 
job  done,"  he  said. 

In  addition  to  answering  questions, 
nightclub  owner  Cesar  Ascarrunz 
another  of  the  candidates  seeking  to 
occupy  Room  200  at  City  Hall,  enter- 
tained the  audience  with  a  piano  solo. 
"I  support  vacancy  control,  supported 
Prop  M,  and  have  a  long  history  of 
giving  money  to  not-for-profit  groups," 
he  said. 

More  than  60  percent  of  San  Fran- 
cisco's residents  are  minorities,  said 
Ascarrunz,  but  no  member  of  a  mi- 


nority has  ever  been  elected  mayor. 

"If  elected,  I  would  represent  all  the 
people  in  this  city,"  he  concluded. 

Rev.  Glenda  Hope  asked  Agnos 
what  he  would  do  about  desperately 
needed  funding  for  AIDS.  He  responded: 
"The  city  is  in  a  deficit,  and  programs 
may  have  to  be  cut.  As  mayor,  I  would 
support  continuing  AIDS  funding,  but 
I  must  be  candid  with  you.  There  may 
not  be  enough  money  to  provide  all 
the  services  we  would  like  to  see. 

"But  I  will  work  so  that  the  Ten- 
derloin community  has  the  same  input 
into  decision-making  as  the  downtown 
business  community,"  he  added. 

Tenderloin  apartment  building 
owner  Paul  Boschetti  pressed  Agnos 
about  the  Assemblyman's  support  of 
vacancy  rent  control.  "It  is  expensive 
to  maintain  a  building,"  the  landlord 
persisted.  "How  can  I  afford  it  if  I 


can't  charge  decent  rents7" 

Agnos  stated  that  there  must  be  a 
balance  between  the  interests  of  the 
landlord  and  the  tenant.  "Landlords 
cannot  charge  outrageous  rents,"  he 
said.  "It's  already  unaffordable  for 
many  San  Franciscans  to  continue 
living  here." 

Boas,  who  does  not  favor  vacancy 
rent  control,  stated  that  he  does  favor 
the  creation  of  housing  for  low-  and 
middle-income  families. 

In  addition  to  voting  to  endorse  Art 
Agnos  for  mayor,  club  members  en- 
dorsed positions  on  initiative  measures, 
which  included:  Yes  on  P  (District 
Election  of  Supervisors),  No  on  W 
(Downtown  Stadium),  Yes  on  B 
(Street/Sidewalk  Improvement),  Yes 
on  G  (Office  of  Citizens'  Complaints 
Revision)  and  No  on  T  (Support  Af- 
fordable Housing). 


ing,  but  so  far,  has  gotten  no  response. 
'They  say  there's  a  90-day  waiting" 
period.  I  guess  it's  a  question  of  when 
they're  hiring,"  she  says. 

Pointing  down  the  street,  Coleman 
says,  "I  sweep  all  the  way  down  to 
Harrison,  and  up  and  down  6th  and 
7th,  including  all  the  alleys  and  side 
streets."  Beginning  her  day  at  6:30  a.m., 
she  will  have  covered  close  to  30  city 
blocks  by  1:30  or  2:00,  when  she  gets 
off  work. 

She  moves  down  Mission  and  brisk- 
ly sweeps  the  paper  and  broken  beer 
bottles  from  a  bus  stop  into  a  bag.  She 
steps  carefully  over  the  glass. 

"You  have  to  make  sure  you  get  up 
all  the  trash,"  she  says.  "They  tell  us 
if  you  just  stand  around  not  working, 
the  taxpayers  will  see  and  get  upset." 

Though  she  says  she  likes  the  job, 


Rev.  Glenda  Hope  posed  a  question  to  Art  Agnos  at  the  Voters'  Club  forum 


Street  sweeper  Barbara  Coleman 


Coleman  adds  that  sometimes  working 
on  the  street  can  be  scary.  "You  never 
know  if  a  wino  or  drug  addict  is  going 
to  jump  on  you." 

Not  too  long  after,  a  man  in  a  large 
coat  comes  lumbering  down  the  street 
and  grabs  Coleman  from  behind.  It's 
not  the  first  time.  She  whirls  around, 
thrusting  her  broom  in  the  air  at  him 
as  he  crosses  the  street.  "I  told  you 
to  keep  your  hands  off  of  me,"  she 
yells  angrily.  "Next  time,  I'll  call  the 
police." 

As  the  man  disappears  down  a  side 
street,  she  says,  "See  what  I  mean?" 

On  Market  Street,  we  come  across 
another  street  sweeper.  An  elderly 
woman  wearing  a  scarf  wrapped 
around  her  head,  she  turns  her  back 
and  doesn't  want  to  talk. 

"Oh,  I  know  her:  That's  Margaret. 
Yeah,  she  is  probably  around  70  years 
old.  They  have  no  business  making 
her  sweep,"  says  Coleman  emphatically. 
Margaret  has  told  her  that  some  days 
it's  hard  for  her  to  do  the  sweeping. 

Barbara  wipes  her  brow,  and  starts 
pushing  the  broom  up  6th  to  Harrison. 

At  about  1:30  she  will  go  back  to 
her  G.A.  hotel  in  the  Tenderloin,  cook 
some  beans  and  rice  and  take  a  rest. 
The  next  morning  she'll  be  out  sweep- 
ing again  at  dawn. 


Classifieds 


Administrative  Assistant 
Bookkeeper 

Administrative,  clerical  and  book- 
keeping experience  required.  Must 
be  computer  literate  in  word  pro- 
cessing, spreadsheet,  PC/DOS. 
Word  Perfect/Lotus  preferred.  $16- 
18,000/yr.  plus  benefits.  Submit 
resume  by  October  30.  NOMPC, 
295  Eddy,  SF  94102.  NO  CALLS 
PLEASE! 

White  Elephant  Sale 

Saturday,  October  10,  10  am  to  3  pm 
at  St.  Francis  of  Assisi  Community, 
145  Guerrero  Street,  between  14th 
and  Duboce  (621-4092).  Jewelry, 
Bric-a-brac,  Dishes,  Clothing,  Fur- 
niture, Baked  Goods.  Treasures 
Galore! 
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Times  Interview:  Mayoral  Candidate  Art  Agnos 


Interview  by  Sara  Colm  and  Karen  Koenig 

This  is  the  fourth  in  a  scries  of  monthly  Tender- 
loin l  imes  interviews  with  the  fire  major  candidates 
for  mayor   The  following  are  excerpts  from  an 
interview  with  Assemblyman  Art  Agnos  Next 
month  Ceuir  Ascarrunz. 

Assembly  man  Art  Agnos  ( I)  San  Francisco)  has 
represented  the  16th  Assembly  District  since  1976. 
Pnor  to  that,  he  was  Chief  of  Staff  to  the  former 
Speaker  of  the  Assembly  Leo  McCarthy  Before  his 
involvement  in  politics,  Agnos,  who  has  a  masters 
in  social  work,  was  a  consultant  for  the  U.S. 
Office  oj  Economic  Opportunity  and  the  California 
Joint  Commission  on  Aging 

TIMES:  What  is  your  sense  of  the  Ten- 
derloin these  days  and  some  of  the  prob- 
lems and  issues  there? 

AGNOS:  My  sense  of  the  Tenderloin  really 
is  a  reflection  of  my  involvement  with  the 
residents  of  the  Tenderloin  and  the  organi- 
zations that  represent  them,  working  on  var- 
ious issues.  I  would  probably  point  to  several 
problems.  AlTordability  is  one  — how  arc 
people  going  to  afford  to  live  in  the  Ten- 
derloin, whether  they're  an  elderly  person, 
single  poor  or  newly  arrived  refugees.  Devel- 
opment pressure  is  the  second  issue.  The 
Tenderloin  is  surrounded—  it's  kind  of  like  a 
pocket,  and  development  pressures  are 
squeezing  in 

The  third  major  issue  that  I've  seen  in 
my  work  in  the  last  ten  years  with  people 
in  the  Tenderloin  I  would  call  empower- 
ment I  know  I'm  skipping  some  things  that 
I  would  include  under  these  categories,  like 
open  space,  social  services,  refugee  services, 
those  kinds  of  things  —  but  I  think  if  you 
have  empowerment  as  a  community,  you 
can  lobby,  you  can  obtain  those  kinds  of 
things  for  yourself.  You  don't  need  a  politi- 
cian to  get  them  for  you  In  fact,  my  method 
as  a  politician  is  not  to  get  things  for  a  com- 
munity, but  to  work  with  the  community  so 
they  can  learn  the  processes  of  empowering 
themselves  to  get  what  they  need.  That  hasn't 
been  the  case  in  the  Tenderloin.  It's  always 
been  neglected  and  ignored  because  it's  not 
seen  as  having  a  voting  strength. 

TIMES:  Could  you  talk  about  the  advocacy 
work  you've  done  in  regard  to  Hastings' 
plans  to  build  a  commercial  office  building 
in  the  Tenderloin?  In  1986,  you  intro- 
duced legislation  to  force  Hastings  to  com- 
ply with  local  planning  ordinances,  but 
then  withdrew  it  later  when  a  compromise 
was  worked  out  to  have  Hastings  volun- 
tarily comply  with  city  requirements. 
AGNOS:  Frankly,  I  sounded  the  alarm  to 
the  community  and  called  them  into  this 
office  to  tell  them  what  was  going  on  and 
invite  and  solicit  their  help.  Of  course  they 
responded  instantly  and  were  able  to  slow 
down  the  project  and  perhaps  block  it,  at 
least  for  now.  Hastings  felt  they  were  exempt 
from  city  laws  based  on  their  academic  or 
educational  immunity  So  I  introduced  legis- 
lation both  last  year  and  this  year  that  said 
when  they  are  proposing  to  build  commer- 
cial space,  not  academic  or  educational 
space,  they  have  to  obey  local  planning  laws. 

Going  up  against  Hastings  is  not  easy  for 
the  Tenderloin  and  it's  not  easy  for  Art  Agnos. 
They  are  a  very  powerful  institution  with  a 
very  powerful  board  ol  directors. 


"I'm  the  only 
candidate...  who 
supports  vacancy 
control. " 


However,  Hastings  did  offer  a  compro- 
mise, which  I  accepted,  that  they  would 
voluntarily  abide  by  local  planning  laws  and 
present  their  building  plans  to  the  city  to  see 
that  they  fit  in  with  city  requirements. 

Once  they  agreed  to  that,  then  we  would 
negotiate  with  them  how  it  would  happen  — 
whether  it  would  be  done  by  preserving  the 
existing  hotels  or  rcplaring  those  rooms  in  a 
new  facility  somehow 

TIMES:  Let's  talk  a  little  more  broadly 
about  the  development  issue  confronting 
the  Tenderloin.  As  mayor,  what  efforts 
would  you  make  to  address  Tenderloin's 
residents'  concerns  about  other  highrise 
developments  in  addition  to  Hastings,  such 
as  the  Renaissance  Two  Convention 
Center? 

AGNOS:  I  think  that  the  next  mayor  has  to 
say  we  want  this  to  be  an  affordable  neigh- 
borhood for  the  low  income  people  who  have 
traditionally  lived  there,  as  well  as  middle 


income  people  who  live  in  parts  of  it.  It  has 
to  be  a  Commitment  I  oppose  the  Renais- 
sance Two  expansion.  I  think  that's  inappro- 
priate for  that  area.  We've  got  a  convention 
renter  —  we  don't  need  to  set  up  a  second 
mini-convention  center  in  the  North  ol 
Market. 

TIMES:  Many  in  the  Tenderloin  know 
you  for  helping  the  neighborhood  to  con- 
front developers,  speculators  and  unfair 
landlords.  One  question  that  now  might 
come  to  mind  are  the  recent  events  with 
your  friend  Tsakopoulos,  who  is  a  developer. 
He  has  loaned  you  money  and  helped  you 
acquire  property  to  re-sell  at  a  higher 
value,  monetarily  helping  you  out  a  great 
deal.  Do  you  feel  that  there  is  a  danger 
that  your  reputation  and  the  principles 
you  are  known  for,  such  as  wanting  to 
limit  development,  have  been  compro- 
mised by  that  relationship? 
AGNOS:  I've  had  that  relationship  for  ten 
years  and  there  isn't  one  shred  of  evidence 
that  my  aggressive  positions  on  develop- 
ment issues, 'on  rent  control,  on  a  variety 
of  things  that  affect  the  health  and  welfare 
and  the  affordability  of  this  city  have  been 
influenced  at  all  by  that  personal  relation- 
ship. 

Let  me  explain  that  I  don't  think  that  all 
development  is  bad.  There  is  good  develop- 
ment and  there  is  bad  development.  There 
is  development  that  displaces  people,  that 
creates  an  inflationary  spiral,  that  creates 
speculation,  and  there  is  development  that 
just  builds  good  housing  or  good  office 
developments. 

The  real  estate  investments  that  I've  made 
outside  of  the  city,  a  hundred  miles  from 
here,  have  all  involved  abandoned,  non- 
irrigated  grazing  land,  in  the  middle  of  a 
very  large  urban  county  dial  is  growing 
last  and  wants  to  grow  because  there  is  a 
lot  of  space.  It's  a  place  where  people  are 
seeking  to  make  investments  and  I  was 
participating  in  that,  in  a  kind  of  blind  trust. 
It  was  a  totally  different  kind  of  investment 
than  say.  buying  a  Tenderloin  hotel  and 
convening  it  or  buying  an  apartment  build- 
ing and  evicting  people. 

In  the  course  of  these  investments,  there 
have  not  been  any  examples  here  in  the  city 
or  in  the  state  capital,  and  I  invite  anyone 
to  show  mc,  where  I  have  voted  in  any  way, 
shape  or  form  in  a  manner  diat  demonstrates 
that  I  have  somehow  been  influenced  by 
these  real  estate  invesments  or  my  personal 
relationship  with  .1  dcvelopei    I  was  an  earl) 
supporter,  and  the  only  supporter  in  this 
t  arnpaign,  of  Prop  M  I'm  the  only  candidate 
who  supports,  in  this  election,  vacancy  con- 
trol. Tsakapoulos  has  never  done  business 
in  San  Francisco,  and  he  never  will,  because 
of  his  relationship  with  me.  I  divested  my- 
self ol  my  partnerships  with  him  so  that  as 
mayor  there  wouldn't  be  any  kind  of  curiosity 
or  concern  about  that. 

Do  you  want  me  to  talk  about  my  tax  stuff 
at  all? 

TIMES:  Please  do. 

AGNOS:  In  1983  I  made  a  mistake,  a  simple 
honest  mistake.  I  missed  paying  part  of  my 
taxes  because,  frankly,  I  was  preoccupied 
with  the  public's  business.  From  1981  to  1985 
I  was  in  charge  of  a  $16  billion  budget  that 
had  to  be  resolved  in  a  very  intensive  period 
of  time,  basically  from  February  through 
April.  And  of  course,  April  is  tax  time  and 
frankly,  I  didn't  pay  a  lot  of  attention  to 
that.  1  should  have,  but  I  was  more  con- 
cerned about  my  responsibilities  as  a  public 
official  and  so  instead  of  having  personal 
conferences  with  my  tax  consultant,  I  just 
sent  him  the  papers  and  missed  paying  part 
of  my  taxes.  Thank  God  for  my  political 
career  I  did  report  the  transactions  that  I 
missed  in  my  IRS  form  to  the  Fair  Political 
Practices  Commission,  so  that  no  one  ever 
suggested  that  I  was  trying  to  evade  or  avoid 
paying  taxes. 

No  one  else  has  pursued  it  because  it 
simply  was  an  honest  mistake  but  I  think 
what  people  got  a  chance  to  see  was  what 
does  Art  Agnos  do  when  he's  staggered  by  a 
difficult  political  situation.  I  didn't  shred,  I 
didn't  evade,  I  didn't  stonewall,  I  didn't  ask 
my  secretary  to  hide  things  under  her  dress 
and  carry  them  out  after  five  o'clock  the  way 
Ollie  North  did  —  I  simply  went  forward  and 
said,  "Hey  I  made  a  mistake,  I'm  a  human 
being,  and  as  mayor  I'll  make  mistakes." 
What  I'll  do  then  is  what  I'm  doing  in  my 
campaign  —  that's  acknowledge  the  mistake, 
correct  it.  and  move  on  from  there  in  an 
honest,  straightforward  way. 

TIMES:  Do  you  feel  your  campaign  has 
recovered? 

AGNOS:  Oh  absolutely,  because  there  was 
nothing  else  there.  None  of  the  other  news- 


papers followed  up  on  the  story  because, 
frankly,  I  think  the  Chronicle  overplayed  it. 
I  think  they're  threatened  by  my  candidac  y 
because  I  stand  for  everything  they  don't 
and  I'm  opposed  to  everything  they're  for, 
lor  example  the  Missouri,  vacancy  control, 
district  elections,  Prop  M  —  I  mean  you 
name  it,  I'm  on  the  other  side  of  them. 

TIMES:  We'd  like  to  turn  now  to  the 
problem  of  the  homeless  in  San  Francisco. 
Could  you  briefly  evalutc  the  quality  of 
Dianne  Feinstein's  efforts  to  deal  with  the 
problem  and  then  talk  about  what  you 
might  do  differently? 


AGNOS:  I  would  characterize  the  amount 
of  money  we've  spent  as  generous.  We've 
spent  a  little  over  $10  million  on  the  home- 
less, which  is  enough  money  to  do  the  job  if 
it's  run  well.  But  I  would  characterize  the 
program  as  series  of  one-night  stands  in  low 
rent  hotels  and  nothing  much  more.  In  other 
words,  all  we  do  is  offer  people  a  list  of  low 
rent  hotels  and  a  voucher  for  them  to  go 
and  spend  the  night,  but  we  don't  do  any- 
thing to  change  the  condition  which  caused 
the  homelessness  in  the  first  place  and  that's 
what  I'm  critical  of. 

I  think  we  need  what  I  call  a  "case  manage- 
ment center"  approat  h  to  our  homeless 
population,  to  start  focusing  on  the  condi- 
tion that  creates  the  homelessness  and  help 
them  to  start  to  take  charge  of  their  lives.  We 
all  know  that  the  homeless  population  is  a  di- 
verse one,  some  are  mentally  ill,  some  are 
alcoholics,  some  are  unemployed  people, 
some  are  youth  and  a  variety  of  other  kinds 
of  conditions.  What  I  would  do  is  cluster 
people  by  the  condition  that  they  have.  I 
would  take  the  unemployed  to  an  unemploy- 
ment homeless  shelter.  I  would  take  the 
mentally  ill  to  a  shelter  for  mentally  ill  and 
the  same  for  the  other  categories.  So  that  we 
could  make  available  to  them  the  social, 
health  and  mental  health  services  that  they 
need  to  start  to  change  the  situation  that 
creates  homelessness. 

I've  already  done  something  like  that. 
Since  the  beginning  of  the  year  there  has 
been  a  model  pilot  program  here  in  San 
Francisco  and  in  Los  Angeles  with  state 
funds  that  come  from  a  law  that  I  passed  a 
year  and  a  half  ago  called  the  Homeless 
Youth  Act  of  1986.  In  San  Francisco  we  get 
$400,000  from  the  state  that's  given  to  four 
homeless  youth  centers  where  outreach 
counselors  start  to  develop  a  relationship 
with  the  youth  and  help  get  them  started  in 
a  direction  of  self-sufficiency  and  indepen- 
dence. 

TIMES:  Would  you  do  anything  as  mayor 
to  raise  the  General  Assistance  level,  so 
that  it  could  more  closely  meet  the  rent 
levels  in  San  Francisco?  Currently  the 
G.A.  level  is  around  $31 1  a  month,  while 
the  average  hotel  rent  is  $300. 
AGNOS:  Our  General  Assistance  program 
is  one  of  the  most  generous  in  the  state, 
although  it's  woefully  inadequate.  I  supported 
Supervisor  Walker's  legislation  (to  reform 
G.  A.).  I  think  we  have  to  do  more  for  that 
population  so  that  they  can  start  to  do  what 
everybody  wants  to  do,  which  is  take  care  of 
themselves,  get  off  of  welfare  and  into  a 
self-dependent  track. 

So  I  would  be  open  to  (raising  the  grant 
level)  but  I  want  to  tell  you  I  am  alarmed 
and  distressed  about  the  budget  deficits. 
Suddenly  we're  finding  out  we've  got  some- 
thing like  $75  million  in  budget  deficits  pro- 
jected for  next  year  and  we  may  run  out  of 
money  this  year.  I'm  alarmed  by  the  negli- 
gence of  the  chairman  of  the  finance  com- 
mittee—Jack Molinari  — who  reviewed  this 
budget  and  yet  didn't  tell  us  anything.  It 
took  the  newspaper  to  reveal  we've  got  this 
kind  of  deficit.  I'm  wondering  what  he  can 
do  as  mayor  if  he  can't  do  it  as  chairman  of 
finance.  So  I  don't  know  what's  going  to  be 
possible  in  terms  of  any  increases  in  any 


areas  because  of  the  negligence  in  this  year's 

budget, 

TIMES:  I  think  another  program  that's 
looking  like  it's  going  to  be  more  costly 
than  was  projected  is  the  GAIN  program, 
which  was  the  legislation  you  initiated  to 
get  people  off  of  AFDC  and  into  jobs. 
There  are  questions  about  whether  there's 
going  to  be  enough  money  to  fund  the 
childcare  that's  needed  for  the  people  in 
training. 

AGNOS:  Let  me  say  that  part  of  my  G.A. 
support  would  involve  doing  a  similar  pro- 
gram to  GAIN  for  G.A  re<  ipients—  I  think 
the  program  is  that  good.  I'm  opposed  to  the 
kind  of  workfare  we  currently  have  lor  G.A. 
recipients  —  picking  up  bottles  on  the  streets  — 
because  it  doesn't  lead  to  any  kind  of  self 
sufficiency  or  long  term  employment  —  it 
really  just  makes  government  or  some  mem- 
bers ol  the  society  feel  that  these  people  are 
quote  "working  for  their  welfare  " 

GAIN  is  aimed  primarily  at  poor  women 
with  children.  It  involves  workfare,  which 
is  redefined,  and  has  a  totally  different  mean- 
ing. Under  GAIN,  workfare  is  much  like  a 
college  internship  or  fellowship  which  many 
college  students  utilize  to  gain  experience. 

If  they  don't  get  a  job  when  they  finish 
their  training  program  under  GAI N ,  the 
place  that  does  the  training,  whether  it's 
Heald  College  or  some  private  nonprofit 
group,  will  not  get  paid.  It's  the  first  time 
it's  ever  been  done  like  this,  because  we  mean 
business  with  this  law.  It's  different  from 
the  poverty  programs  during  the  60s  where 
everybody  got  (rained  and  got  their  certifi- 
cates and  then  that  was  the  end  of  it.  There 
was  no  obligation  to  follow  through. 

TIMES:  GAIN  was  modeled  on  a  similar 
program  in  Massachusetts,  except  here  it's 
required  for  all  AFDC  recipients.  Why 
did  you  feel  the  need  to  make  it  mandatory? 

AGNOS:  Federal  law  requires  all  welfare 
programs  of  this  nature  to  be  mandatory. 
Massachusetts  is  as  mandatory  as  California. 
The  only  difference  is  Massachusetts  did  not 
fund  the  program  fully  and  because  they 
didn't  have  enough  money,  the  way  they 
deal  with  the  shortage  is  to  take  only  volun- 
teers. I  reject  that  notion  because  really 
what  you're  doing  if  you  just  allow  volun- 
teers, is  frankly,  skimming  You're  taking 
the  most  highly  motivated,  eager  people  and 
saying  they  get  the  benefit  of  it  If  the  pro- 
gram is  as  good  as  you  think  it  is  when  you 
propose  it  then  it  ought  to  be  available  to 
everyone.  I  think  the  ones  who  probably 
need  it  the  most  are  those  who  don't  want  it 
and  m  the  parts  of  the  state  where  GAIN's 
already  off  and  working,  that's  what  we  found. 

TIMES:  What  will  happen  in  San  Fran- 
cisco, where  it  looks  like  there  aren't  going 
to  be  enough  childcare  slots  for  the  people 
in  training? 

AGNOS.  Then  we  won't  have  those  people 
going  through  unless  the  childcare's  avail- 
able. I  think  it's  going  to  create  more  child- 
care slots  because  GAIN  pays  for  every 
childcare  slot  it  requires,  which  is  for  every 
participant  in  the  program  who  has  children 
under  12.  And  it  continues  to  pay  for  it  for 
3  months  after  the  person  has  graduated. 
Then  it  stops  and  that's  where  your  concern 
kicks  in  — what  happens  afterwards?  Hope- 
fully, your  job  will  enable  you  to  have  the 
money  which  you  need  to  pay  lor  it.  If  it 
doesn't,  we  have  to  deal  with  that  problem 
at  that  point.  We  haven't  run  into  that  yet. 
Frankly,  with  this  administration,  we  couldn't 
convince  them  to  extend  it  6  months  or  9 
months. 

TIMES:  The  type  of  jobs  that  are  out 
there  for  the  most  part  arc  fairly  low  pay- 
ing. Once  they're  on  their  own  it's  been 
estimated  that  people  are  going  to  have  to 
be  making  $8- 10  an  hour  if  they  have  more 
than  a  couple  of  children  to  feed  them  and 
pay  for  childcare,  health  insurance  and 
so  on. 

AGNOS:  We  don't  know  yet  because  we 
haven't  had  enough  experience  with  the 
program.  And  1  think  that  could  happen  in 
some  places.  That  problem  is  something  that 
will  be  easier  to  solve  than  the  problem  we've 
solved  with  GAIN.  Because  when  the  day 
comes  when  suddenly  we're  seeing  women 
who  have  gone  through  a  training  program 
having  to  quit  work  that  they've  had  for  six 
months  because  they  don't  have  childcare 
that  they  can  afford  or  because  we  train 
people  for  jobs  and  then  suddenly  there  arc 
no  jobs.  The  argument  is  no  longer  "These 
people  arc  lazy  and  shiftless  or,  these  people 
don't  want  to  work"  or  all  this  kind  of  stuff; 
the  debate  suddenly  is.  where's  the  childcare? 
Or  where  are  the  jobs  that  we  have  trained 
these  people  for?  So  then  the  focus  is  on 
economic  development  or  job  development, 
something  we  haven't  been  able  to  focus  on 
in  the  last  10  years. 


everybody^  business 
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by  Pete  Childress 

So  many  new  Asian  businesses  are 
springing  up  in  the  Tenderloin, 
like  new  grass  on  parched  plains, 
that  one  could  easily  believe  it's  a  simple 
task  for  new  immigrants  to  open  up 
shop  here. 

Like  many  people,  I  more  or  less 
took  it  for  granted,  until  recently,  that 
the  refugees  from  Southeast  Asia  who 
brought  new  life  to  this  neighborhood 
could  take  care  of  themselves,  that  the 
new  shops  and  restaurants  they  were 
starting  were  the  easiest  and  most 
natural  course  of  action  for  a  displaced 
people  in  a  new  land. 

That  was  before  I  talked  with  the 
officers  of  a  newly  formed  group, 
Asian  Community  Enterprises  of  the 
Tenderloin.  The  need  for  an  Asian 
business  group  arose  out  of  language 
and  cultural  problems  faced  by  the 
newly  arrived  immigrants  in  their  new 
home  in  San  Francisco. 

Starting  a  business  in  Vietnam, 
Cambodia  or  Laos,  ACE's  officers 
explained  to  me,  was  largely  a  matter 
of  finding  a  site,  stocking  the  shop 
and  opening  the  doors.  Here  in  San 
Francisco,  the  would-be  business  person 
faces  a  bewildering  array  of  city  per- 
mits, lease  agreements,  supplier  con- 
tracts, and  a  slew  of  banking  and  tax 
regulations. 

For  someone  new  to  the  United 
States,  the  complexities  of  opening  a 
new  business  can  be  overwhelming. 
Hence  the  need  for  ACE. 


dhist  temple,  introducing  Southeast 
Asian  families  to  local  beat  cops,  and 
lobbying  for  a  retail  bank  in  the  Ten- 
derloin to  serve  the  residents  and  mer- 
chants. 

So  far,  ACE  has  40  members  and  an 
advisory  council  of  a  dozen  well-known 
people  in  San  Francisco,  including  Les- 
lie Tang,  Supervisor  Tom  Hsieh,  state 
Sen.  Milton  Marks,  Vu  Due  Vuong  of 
the  Center  for  S.E.  Asian  Refugee 
Resettlement,  Sau  Wing  Lam  of  United 
Savings  Bank,  Michael  Huynh  of  the 
Refugee  Resource  Center,  Sitha  Sum  of 
the  North  of  Market  Planning  Coali- 
tion and  Sophath  Pak  of  the  Tender- 
loin Times. 

Dues  for  business  members  of  ACE 
are  $50  a  year;  general  members  pay 
$15  a  year  to  participate.  Interested 
people  can  write  to  Asian  Community 
Enterprises  of  the  Tenderloin  at  339 
Eddy  St.,  S.F.,  CA  94102  or  call  771- 
9591  or  474-6436. 

LOOSE  CHANGE 

Heidi  Cartan  and  Flora  Harvey  of 
the  Tenderlon  Senior  Outreach  Project 

gave  a  presentation  about  their  "Safe- 
house"  program  at  last  month's  meet- 
ing of  the  Concerned  Businesspersons 
of  the  Tenderloin  (CBT).  They're  en- 
couraging neighborhood  merchants  to 
get  involved  in  their  efforts  to  provide 
safe  places  for  people,  especially  se- 
niors, who  are  in  trouble  or  being 
harassed  on  the  street. 
Safehouses  are  any  store,  hotel  or 


ACE  officers  Ngo-Ngoc  Hiep,  Sai  Huynh,  Michael  Tarbox  and  Minh  Nang  La. 


Ngo-Ngoc  (Peter)  Hiep  of  Bamboo 
Garden  Restaurant  is  the  president  of 
ACE;  Minh  Nang  (Richard)  La  of  Oscar 
Printing  is  vice-president  and  Sai 
Huynh  of  Sai's  Market  is  treasurer  of 
the  organization,  which  is  more  of  a 
"benevolent  family  association"  than 
strictly  a  merchants'  group. 

The  organization,  formed  last  July, 
is  the  brainchild  of  Michael  Tarbox, 
who  somehow  finds  time  to  act  as  exe- 
cutive secretary  of  ACE,  work  as  an 
aide  to  state  Senator  Milton  Marks, 
serve  on  the  board  of  the  Concerned 
Businesspersons  of  the  Tenderloin,  run 
Battambang  Market  with  his  wife,  and 
raise  birds  in  his  spare  time. 

ACE's  purpose,  according  to  Peter 
Hiep,  is  to  provide  informational  ser- 
vices to  the  Southeast  Asian  community 
including  how  to  obtain  small  busi- 
ness loans,  deal  with  city  bureaucra- 
cies and  find  affordable  housing,  health 
care  or  employment. 

Upcoming  items  on  ACE's  agenda 
include  setting  up  tax  and  energy  assis- 
tance workshops,  establishing  a  Bud- 


restaurant  displaying  the  safehouse  logo 
— a  bird  under  a  roof — where  people 
can  go  for  help  or  call  the  police.  TSOP 
volunteers  will  be  making  the  rounds 
in  the  Tenderloin  to  ask  shopkeepers 
to  become  safehouses. 

The  featured  speaker  at  last  month's 
CBT  meeting  was  police  chief  Frank 
Jordan,  who  sparked  a  lively  discussion 
about  the  Tenderloin's  drug  problem. 
Remember  that  the  CBT  meets  the 
second  Tuesday  of  each  month  at  the 
Ramada  Renaissance.  Call  CBT  Presi- 
dent Adam  Gottstein  at  441-2200  for 
more  information. 

Contributing  to  the  rich  ethnic  di- 
versity of  the  Tenderloin's  restaurants, 
we  now  have  Field's,  at  515  Ellis,  the 
site  of  the  former  Moment's  Cafe. 
Owner  Tom  Field  serves  that  increas- 
ingly rare  cuisine  called  "Standard 
American"  food,  at  Tenderloin  prices. 

Tom  opened  his  new  restaurant  the 
end  of  July  with  two  silent  partners, 
James  Anderson  and  Grace  Christey, 
after  owning  and  operating  the  Bottom 
of  the  Hill  restaurant  on  Potrero  Hill 


LEUNG  &MOLYNEAUX 

IN  AUTO  ACCIDENT  CASES, 
YOU  PAY  NO  FEES 
UNLESS  WE  RECOVER 

781-8198 

838  Grant  Avenue  #412,  SF,  CA  94108 


for  a  year. 

Field's  serves  breakfast  all  day,  plus 
lunch  and  dinner.  Three-egg  omelettes 
range  from  $2.95  to  $4.00;  steak  and 
eggs  is  only  $4.95— a  bargain  any- 
where you  go.  Luncheon  prices  range 
from  $3  to  $7,  and  the  restaurant  offers 
nightly  dinner  specials  of  seafood, 
meats,  pasta  or  chicken  dishes  for  $5 
to  $10.  Also  on  the  menu  are  sand- 
wiches, chili  and  salads.  Field's  is  open 
from  7  a.m.  to  9  p.m.  every  day. 

Ian  MacTaggart  is  the  Tenderloin 
Times'  new  advertising  representative. 
If  you  haven't  met  him  yet,  call  him 
at  776-0700.  Ian  will  be  glad  to  come 
over  to  your  business  and  give  you  all 
the  details  on  advertising  with  the 
Times. 

This  column  welcomes  tips,  infor- 
mation and  questions  concerning  busi- 
nesses in  the  Tenderloin.  Please  write 
to  Pete  Childress,  c/o  the  Tenderloin 
Times,  25  Taylor  St..  5.F.,  CA.  94102. 


BUSINESS  CARDS 

$20/1,000 
ENVELOPES 

$30/1,000 
FLYERS 

$25/1,000 

UNITED  PRINTING 

SERVICE 
(415)  775-2575 

•  Free  Quotes  by  Phone  I 
•  Complete  Offset  Printing 

Newsletters  „._.„,,„  Drilling 
Letterheads  Quells  pQd(j|nyg 
Brochures      Collating  Fo|d|ng 

CALLUS  FOR  YOUR 
NEXT  PRINTING  J0BI 


Union  Crashes  Posh  Hotel  Opening 


by  Rex  Hill 

A noisy  picket  line  of  more  than 
150  members  of  Operating  and 
Stationary  Engineers  Local  39 
greeted  lavishly  dressed  guests  on 
opening  night  at  the  Portman  Hotel 
at  the  corner  of  Post  and  Mason  last 
month.  The  Union  has  charged  that 
the  Atlanta-based  company  which  built 
the  $70  million  hotel  is  "demanding 
sub-standard  working  conditions, 
wages  and  benefits  that  they  use  in  the 
southern  portion  of  the  United  States." 

Chants  of  "Union,  Union"  and  cries 
of  "scab"  rang  out  from  the  picketers, 
many  of  whom  were  equipped  with 
plastic  whistles,  as  they  crowded  the 
sidewalks  and  entrances  to  the  hotel, 
making  it  difficult  for  the  formally 
dressed  guests  and  their  Porsches  and 
Mercedes  to  enter. 

Ernie  Valenzuela,  a  shop  steward 
for  Operating  &  Stationary  Engineers 
Local  39  charged  that  the  hotel  was 


trying  to  force  all  its  workers  to  vote 
for  one  union.  In  all  the  other  major 
hotels,  Valenzuela  said,  the  different 
trades  are  represented  by  different 
unions. 

Several  weeks  earlier,  Hotel  and 
Restaurant  Workers  Local  2  had  set  up 
a  picket  line,  which  was  honored  by 
construction  workers  putting  finishing 
touches  on  the  hotel. 

Repeated  efforts  by  the  Tenderloin 
Times  to  obtain  comment  from  Port- 
man  Hotel  officials  were  not  responded 
to,  except  for  public  relations  person 
Ann  Black,  who  would  only  give  the 
cost  of  the  hotel  and  room  rates. 

The  Portman,  whose  rooms  rent  for 
$200  to  $300  per  night,  has  extensively 
advertised  its  luxury  features,  such  as 
picking  guests  up  at  the  airport  in 
$100,000  Rolls  Royces  and  offering 
3  a.m.  room  service.  It  was  built  by 
well-known  architect  John  Portman, 
who  also  designed  the  Hyatt  Regency 
at  the  Embarcadero. 


CHICK  '1ST  CHIPS 


305  Turk  St  (at  Leavenworth) 
San  Francisco.  CA  94102 


Can't  find  the  chicken  from  the  batter? 
Try  our  broasted  chicken  thati  lightly  breaded 
In  special  herbs  8c  spices. 
A  lot  of  chicken,  not  a  lot  of  batter ! 
Catering  for  all  occassions 


2  Pc  Special 

Thigh  &  Leg 
Roll  &  Chips 
$2.25 

Solo 

Potato  Salad  -  .69 
Cloe  Slaw  •  69 
Cole  Slaw 
Mustard  Greens  -  .69 
Red  Beans  8c  Rice  -  1.79 
Spaghetti  -  2.25 

Sandwiches 

Egg  Salad  •  1.99 
Tuna  Salad  -  1.99 
Vegetarian  •  1.99 
Pork  Chop  -  1.99 
Fish  Burger  -  1.99 
Turkey  -  2.50 
Pastrami  -  2  50 
Danish  Ham  •  2.50 
Hamburger  •  2.25 
Rib  Eye  Steak  •  3.99 


White  Meats 

Breast,  Wing 
Roll  &  Chips 
$2.65 


3  Pc  Special 

Thigh,  Leg  &  Wing 
Roll  8c  Chips 
$2.65 

Desserts 

Peach  Cobbler  -  1.25 
Sweet  Potato  Pie  -  1  25 
Banana  Pudding  -  1  50 


Jumbo  Hot  Sacks 

9  Pc  -  9  99 

9  Pc  -  7.99 
12  Pc  -  10.12 
15  Pc  •  12.25 
BBQ  Spare  Ribs  -  12  95 

Plus  Affordable  Daily 
Special  and  East  Indian  Items 
on  Weekends. 


441-2710 
Call  Us  Ahead  For 
Quick  Service 
441-2710 

Open  M  -  S  from  12  to  11 
Sunday  4  to  11 
Prices  Subject  to  Change  w/o  Notice 
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eatin'  the  loin 


by  Preston  Brady  III 
The  Sizzler 

Eddy  and  Leavenworth  Streets 
Sunday  thru  Thursday,  11  a.m. -9  p.m. 
Friday  &  Saturday,  11  a.m. -10  p.m. 

When  the  only  Sizzler  restaurant 
in  San  Francisco  opened  in  the 
Tenderloin  14  months  ago, 
there  was  ribbon-cutting  and  hoopla, 
and  with  good  reason.  It  has  the  dis- 
tinction of  being  the  only  Sizzler  in 
the  country  owned  by  a  non-profit 
organization,  Reality  House  West, 
which  operates  the  Cadillac  Hotel  for 
low-income  tenants. 

This  spacious  corner  restaurant  is 
airy  and  pleasantly  decorated,  with 
polished  brass,  green  glass  lamps,  and 
etched  glass  shields  over  the  salad  bar, 
which  is  the  first  thing  you  notice  when 
you  come  through  the  door.  It  is  a  color- 
ful cornucopia  of  fresh  fruits  and  vege- 
tables. 

The  Sizzler's  style  of  service  is  a  hy- 
brid of  fast-food  ordering  and  sit-down 
table  service.  If  you  order  from  the 
salad  or  soup  bars,  you  serve  your- 
self. But  if  you  choose  an  entree  from 
the  varied  menu  of  steak,  seafood,  and 
chicken,  you  order  fast-food  style  and 
have  the  entree  served  to  you  at  your 
table. 

To  make  sure  you  get  what  you 
want  when  ordering  from  the  menu 
posted  on  the  wall,  check  to  see  which 
items  are  labeled  all-you-can-eat.  There 
are  some  great  deals,  but  ask  questions 
if  you're  not  sure  what  is  the  best  deal 
for  your  money.  I  have  found  the  staff 
friendly  and  helpful . 

Observant  waiters  and  waitresses 
deliver  hot  entrees  and  fresh  utensils 


to  your  table  and  refill  coffee  and 
huge  glasses  of  iced  tea  free  of  charge. 

If  you  order  soup  and  salad  bars  for 
lunch,  for  example,  you  will  spend 
$5.99,  but  if  you  only  order  the  all- 
you-can-eat  salad  by  itself,  the  bill  is 
only  $4.49.  The  all-you-can-eat  soup 
bar  by  itself  is  only  $3.29.  Prices  are 
slightly  higher  at  dinner  time. 

The  salad  bar  includes  several  kinds 
of  lettuce,  numerous  salad  fixings,  a 
wide  variety  of  dressings,  and  several 
side  salads,  including  crab,  macaroni 
salad,  carrot-raisin,  and  others.  The 
fresh  fruit  bar  includes  strawberries 
and  slices  of  melon  and  pineapple.  All 
ingredients  are  fresh  and  the  entire  bar 
is  kept  well-stocked. 

Every  day,  there  are  four  soups,  of 
which  I  liked  the  split  pea  and  vegetable 
beef  the  best. 

The  ferociously  hungry  might  order 
a  hot  platter,  like  the  steak  and  all-you- 
can-eat  shrimp  for  $9.99,  and  for  a 
few  dollars  extra,  order  the  soup  or 
salad  bar  as  well.  I  suggest  fasting  for 
a  month  first. 

Fresh  seafood  lovers  can  choose  from 
several  fresh  catches  of  the  day.  The 
menu  indicates  when  a  fish  is  fresh- 
frozen.  One  thing  I  miss  when  eating 
seafood  is  the  Southern  biscuits  called 
hush  puppies... perhaps  a  future  possi- 
bility? 

Seniors  can  apply  for  a  discount 
card,  which  gives  them  20  percent  off 
every  day  between  2  p.m.  and  5  p.m., 
and  all  day  on  Monday  and  Wednes- 
day. There  is  a  children's  menu,  with 
prices  as  low  as  $2.79  to  $3.99  on  some 
items. 

There's  always  plenty  of  seating  for 
a  clientele  that  includes  Tenderloin 
residents.  Bay  Area  workers,  and 
tourists.  The  Sizzler  has  served  the 
Tenderloin  well. 


TL  Hires  at  Luxury  Hotels 
Living  up  to  Expectations? 


by  Dennis  Conkin 

Three  new  luxury  hotels  on  the 
edge  of  the  Tenderloin,  required 
by  the  city  in  1981  to  make  "good 
faith  efforts"  to  hire  neighborhood 
residents,  have  established  mixed  track 
records. 

The  first  of  the  three  hotels  to  open 
for  business,  the  Ramada  Renaissance 
at  Mason  and  Ellis,  reports  that  they 
have  had  difficulty  tracking  the  Ten- 
derloin residents  among  their  work 
force.  Personnel  director  Charlotte 
Cooper  estimates  that  ten  percent  of 
their  current  employees  are  from  the 
neighborhood. 

"In  the  last  year,  they  have  become 
more  aware  of  the  valuable  skills  of 
Tenderloin  residents,  said  Greg  Nixon, 
of  the  Center  for  Southeast  Asian 
Refugee  Resettlement,  and  a  member 
of  the  Tenderloin  Jobs  Coalition,  a 
neighborhood  group  set  up  to  en- 
courage hotels  to  hire  Tenderloin  resi- 
dents. Since  the  first  of  the  year  he  has 
referred  about  25  people  to  the  Ramada 
and  20  were  hired,  Nixon  said. 

The  hiring  process  for  about  340 
jobs  at  the  Nikko  Hotel  at  Mason  and 
O'Farrell  Streets,  slated  to  open  this 
month,  is  mostly  completed.  Person- 
nel director  Trish  Herman  reports  that 
so  far  35  people,  or  12.5  percent,  have 
been  hired  from  the  neighborhood. 
Some  Tenderloin  job  developers  are 
expressing  frustration  over  what  they 
feel  is  a  small  number  of  Tenderloin 
hires. 


NJURED? 

WE  ASSIST  VICTIMS  OF  AUTO  ACCIDENTS 
MEDICAL  MALPRACTICE  &  DEFECTIVE  PRODUCTS' 
NO  RECOVERY.  NO  FEE  -  FREE  CONSULTATION 


LENVIN& 
GESMER 


i 


731  market: 
777-3500 


"I  don't  think  the  Nikko  is  fulfilling 
their  responsibilities,''  said  Jobs  Coali- 
tion member  Art  Aspiras  of  the  United 
Filipino  American  Institute.  "They 
should  prioritize  Tenderloin  residents 
for  hiring.  Twelve  percent  is  not  enough.'' 

"None  of  the  people  I  referred  were 
hired.  It's  very  disappointing,"  said 
Hospitality  House  Job  Developer  Cherie 
Putnam,  who  says  she  referred  over  50 
qualified  applicants. 

George  Wong,  president  of  the  Asian 
American  Federation  of  Union  Mem- 
bers, was  also  discouraged.  Out  of  15 
applicants  referred  by  his  group  to  the 
Nikko,  he  said  one  was  hired  and 
another  application  is  pending. 

Others  are  less  critical  about  the 
Nikko's  number  of  Tenderloin  hires 
but  say  the  process  needs  to  be  better 
coordinated.  Greg  Nixon  said  what  is 
needed  is  a  centralized  system  to  dis- 
seminate information  about  job  open- 
ings, refer  applicants,  and  tabulate 
statistics  about  the  number  of  Tender- 
loin residents  working  in  the  hotels. 

Interest  in  the  Jobs  Coalition  has 
been  waning  recently,  added  Nixon, 
which  may  be  part  of  the  problem.  For 
the  last  year  only  one  or  two  agencies 
have  been  active  in  the  hotel  hiring 
process,  he  said. 

"The  Nikko  has  a  cooperative  atti- 
tude. I  don't  think  suspicions  are  called 
for.  They  have  recruited  and  will  con- 
tinue to  recruit  from  the  neighbor- 
hood," said  Nixon. 

The  Hilton  Hotel's  $200  million  ex- 
pansion and  renovation  is  now  nearing 
an  end.  Slated  to  open  in  April  1988, 
the  Hilton,  at  Taylor  and  O'Farrell 
Streets,  has  already  started  its  hiring 
process  for  some  400  new  positions. 
Hilton  Public  Relations  Director  Jerry 
Armosino  told  the  Times  he  is  open  to 
working  with  the  neighborhood. 

"I  think  the  Tenderloin  offers  us  a 
good  employment  base.  We  want  to 
participate  more  in  the  community,  to 
do  more  for  a  community  that  hasn't 
had  much  attention,"  said  Armosino. 


Vietnamese  Brothers  Go  Italian 


Where  else  but  the  Tenderloin  would  you  find  a  newly  opened  Italian  restau- 
rant run  by  a  Chinese  family  from  Vietnam?  The  owners  of  "Five  Brothers" 
Italian  restaurant  at  520  Jones  Street  are  actually  four  brothers— Sam,  Tom, 
John  and  Wilson  Ho— plus  their  father,  whom  the  sons  call  "Big  Howard." 

The  restaurant,  which  serves  breakfast,  lunch  and  dinner,  has  been  open 
for  two  months.  Already  it  has  a  cadre  of  loyal  customers,  such  as  Sarah  and 
Rah,  two  out-of-towners  who  wrote  in  a  letter  to  the  owners:  "Now  we  feel 
like  we  have  a  home  right  here  in  San  Francisco,  and  you  are  our  favorite 
'Italian  brothers.'...  I  hope  you  don't  figure  out  that  your  prices  are  way  too  low." 

The  Ho  family  escaped  from  Saigon,  Vietnam  in  1981  and  resettled  in  Rhode 
Island.  "Oh,  it's  too  cold  there,"  exclaimed  "Big  Howard,"  explaining  why 
they  headed  for  San  Francisco  after  six  months,  where  they  worked  in  dif- 
ferent kinds  of  jobs  and  some  of  them  went  to  school.  Sam  and  John  worked 
for  another  Italian  restaurant  in  the  Tenderloin,  Little  Henry's,  for  more  than 
four  years. 

After  five  years  of  hard  work,  the  family  gathered  their  savings  together 
and  opened  the  restaurant,  their  first  business  in  the  United  States.  Why  an 
Italian  restaurant?  "There  are  too  many  Chinese  and  Vietnamese  restaurants 
in  this  area,"  explained  Howard.  "We  don't  want  to  compete  with  them  " 

The  menu  features  different  pasta  dishes  for  dinner,  including  pasta  al 
pesto,  lasagnaand  spaghetti. 

—Quyen  Quoc  Tiet 


Cambodian  Food  Comes  to  Town! 

For  two  years  now  we've  served  the  best 
Cambodian  food  in  the  Richmond  district 
at  Cambodia  House  Restaurant  on 
Geary  Boulevard.  Now  we've  opened 
another  restaurant  in  Bernal  Heights  called 
Angkor  Borei.  Try  it! 

"It  is  a  chance  to  taste  a  fantastic  cuisine 
that's  available  in  San  Francisco... I  thought 
this  was  the  best  curry  dish  I  had  ever  eaten. ' ' 

— Stan  Sesser,  Chronicle  food 
critic,  about  Cambodia  House 


Best  food  in  town!" 


— San  Francisco  Focus, 

about  Cambodia  House 


Try  Cambodia  House's  younger  brother  — 
Angkor  Borei  —  today! 


Cambodian  Cuisine 

3471  Mission  Street  N 
(415)550-8417  /T*f*M> 


Buy  three  entrees...  Get  one  free! 

Angkor  Borei  cordially  invites  you  and 
your  guest  to  enjoy  one  complimentary 
dinner  entree  when  a  third  dinner  entree  of 
equal  or  greater  value  is  purchased. 

Angkor  Borei,  .5471  Mission  Street 
Expires  November  1 5 
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Pacific  Bay 
Conversion 


continued  from  page  1 
able. 

I  went  to  get  a  room  by  the  month 
on  August  18,"  testified  Bob  Hendricks, 
67,  a  volunteer  with  the  North  of  Mar- 
ket Planning  Coalition.  "I  told  them  I 
wanted  to  rent  by  the  month.  They 
told  me  they  didn't  have  a  monthly 
rate.  I  said,  how  bout  by  the  week,' 
and  they  said  no." 

"Looks  Like  a  Duck" 

Created  to  preserve  low  cost  resi- 
dential hotel  units,  the  1981  Residen- 
tial Hotel  Conversion  Ordinance  limits 
tourist  use  of  a  hotel  to  the  number  of 
tourist  units  the  building  had  at  a  cut- 
off date  in  1979.  The  69-unit  Pacific 
Bay  Inn  is  legally  allowed  15  tourist 
units,  except  during  the  summer 
months  of  May  to  September,  when 
the  law  entitles  them  to  rent  up  to  32 
units  to  tourists. 

Among  the  evidence  that  building 
inspectors  listed  in  determining  that  an 
apparent  violation  of  the  law  had  taken 
place  were  the  following: 

•  a  fancy  brochure  offering  daily 
rates  only, 

•  signs  in  the  lobby  advertising  sight- 
seeing and  airport  services, 

•  the  hotel's  name  change  from  the 
Sequoia  to  the  Pacific  Bay  Inn, 

•  sanitized  stickers  On  the  toilets  in 
each  room, 

•  T.V.s  and  radio  with  remote  con- 
trol in  each  room  plus  information 
about  maid  service,  tour  groups  and 
airport  service. 

"If  it  looks  like  a  duck,  walks  like  a 
duck  and  sounds  like  a  duck,  isn't  it  a 
duck?"  commented  Porter  to  the  Ten- 
derloin Times. 

Rose  Orrs,  attorney  for  Pacific  Bay 
Inn  owners  Adam  Sparks  commented: 
The  notice  of  apparent  violation  is  a 
subjective  conclusion.  It  seems  to  me 
there  is  nothing  in  here  that's  in  vio- 
lation of  the  ordinance."  Owners  have 
the  right,  Orrs  added,  to  advertise  the 
most  lucrative  aspect  of  their  business. 
In  the  case  of  the  Pacific  Bay  Inn,  that 
would  be  promoting  its  tourists  ren- 
tals, she  said. 

A  hearing  officer  for  the  Bureau  of 
Building  Inspection  will  make  a  deci- 
sion about  the  alleged  violation  of  the 
Hotel  Ordinance  by  October  19. 


Planning  Coalition  President  Kelly  Cullen  presented  an  eviction  notice  for  land- 
lord Adam  Sparks  at  last  month  s  demonstration  at  the  Pacific  Bay  Inn. 


"Watch  Him  Like  an  Eagle" 

Armed  with  a  bullhorn  and  an  over- 
sized eviction  notice  for  landlord 
Sparks,  members  of  the  North  of  Mar- 
ket Planning  Coalition,  along  with  a 
crowd  of  fifty  people,  converged  on 
the  hotel  in  early  September  to  pro- 
test its  conversion  from  residential  to 
tourist  use. 

Their  complaints  of  harassment  of 
the  hotel's  former  tenants  and  illegal 
conversion  were  spelled  out  in  the  evic- 
tion notice,  which  they  left  with  the 
hotel's  management  for  Sparks. 

"We're  here  to  protect  housing  in 
the  Tenderloin  and  we  feel  Adam  Sparks 
has  been  so  egregious  he  provides  a 
target  around  which  we  can  unite," 
explained  NOMPC  member  David 
Baker. 

"I  think  he  bought  the  hotel  with  the 
intention  of  driving  out  the  long  term 
residents  and  converting  either  to  a 
tourist  hotel  or  getting  new  residents 
in  at  much  higher  rents,"  said  former 
tenant  Ron  Halfhill. 

In  addition  to  the  charge  of  illegal 
conversion.  Coalition  members  say 
that  Sparks  has  prohibited  former 
tenants  of  the  building  from  moving 
back  in  after  a  fire  emptied  the  building 
two  years  ago. 

"We  still  haven't  heard  anything  from 
landlord  Adam  Sparks  to  indicate  he 
will  let  us  move  back  in,"  said  Halfhill. 
"It's  a  sore  of  the  city  that  should  be 
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healed." 

At  the  rally  the  demonstrators'  con- 
cerns were  underscored  by  upbeat 
songs.  To  the  tune  of  "She'll  Be  Coming 
Around  the  Mountain,"  they  sang: 

We  are  telling  the  Sequoia,  yes,  indeed, 
/  That  we  don't  plan  to  give  in  to 
Sparks'  greed  /  His  conversion  plan's 
illegal  /  So  we'll  watch  him  like  an 
eagle  /  Cause  it's  residential  housing 
that  we  need! 

After  speeches  and  chanting  in  front 
of  the  hotel,  the  marchers  headed  for 
the  Bureau  of  Building  Inspection  to 
meet  with  a  hotel  inspector.  Streaming 
up  the  narrow  stairways  and  filling  the 
elevators,  they  descended  upon  the 
crowded  hotel  inspectors'  office  for  a 
1:00  appointment  to  find  that  no  one 
in  particular  had  been  assigned  to  meet 
with  them.  Eventually  the  BBI's  on- 


duty  counter  person  appeared. 

"Are  you  authorized  to  enforce  the 
law  in  our  neighborhood?"  asked 
NOMPC  Vice-President  Tho  Do  on 
behalf  of  the  crowd. 

"No,"  Inspector  Derrill  Langer  had 
to  admit,  he  was  not  authorized  to 
investigate  hotel  conversions  in  the 
Tenderloin.  The  crowd  decided  not  to 
waste  any  more  time  with  him  and 
left. 

"No"  or  "I  don't  know"  have  been 
frequent  refrains  heard  from  city  offi- 
cials, say  NOMPC  members,  in  re- 
sponse to  their  requests  that  the  city 
enforce  the  hotel  conversion  ordinance. 

In  addition  to  the  Sequoia,  NOMPC 
has  filed  conversion  complaints  with 
both  the  Bureau  of  Building  Inspection 
and  the  Planning  Department  regarding 
the  conversion  of  the  Cambridge  Hotel, 
473  Ellis  and  the  International  Net- 
work Hostel,  225  Ellis.  So  far,  the 
Coalition  has  not  received  a  response. 

"We  feel  the  BBI  is  dragging  its  feet," 
explained  NOMPC  member  Richard 
Parker. 

The  day  after  the  demonstration, 
Sparks  commented  on  the  rally  to  the 
Tenderloin  Times.  "They  seem  to  be  a 
professional  cadre  of  leaders  who  use 
bullhorns  and  cue  cards  to  manipulate 
people  to  march,"  he  said.  "There 
were  Asian  refugees  roaming  around 
in  the  crowd,  and  1  don't  know  if  they 
were  given  money  to  be  professional 
marchers,  but  the  demonstration  was 
not  founded  in  factual  matters." 

"Specifically,"  Sparks  asserted,  "some 
tenants  believe  they  can  reoccupy  (the 
building)  but  the  law  does  not  support 
them  in  that."  Sparks  also  denied  that 
he  was  in  violation  of  the  hotel  ordi- 
nance. 

On  September  4,  the  Tenderloin 
Housing  Clinic  filed  a  lawsuit  on  be- 
half of  three  long-term  Sequoia  tenants, 
seeking  damages  and  a  court  order  re- 
quiring their  readmission  to  the  hotel. 
The  tenants  have  lived  at  the  Sequoia 
for  30,  20  and  five  years,  respectively. 
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The  Debate  Over  Residential  Hotel  Conversions 

A  Landlord's  View  A  Tenant  Lawyer's  View 


by  Adam  Sparks 

The  Residential  Hotel  Conversion 
Ordinance  is  a  confiscation  of  a 
person's  right  to  pursuit  of  his 
happiness  through  the  private  posses- 
sion of  land.  The  burden  placed  on 
private  property  owners  by  the  ordi- 
nance makes  it  apparent  the  total  dis- 
regard the  city  has  for  private  proper- 
ty owners.  Private  property  in  this  city 
is  treated  like  a  "public  asset''  as  if  it 
were  Muni  or  lamposts.  Consider  the 
following: 

a)  The  voters  of  this  city  voted  twice 
in  two  separate  referendums  to  over- 
turn rent  control.  However,  the  super- 
visors, ignoring  the  will  of  the  people, 
overturned  the  decisions  and  voted  it  in. 

b)  The  city,  like  Lt.  Colonel  North, 
must  be  somehow  above  the  law.  The 
city  ignores  the  ordinance  with  their 
own  "homeless  program."  This  program 
for  many  years  has  allowed  residential 
hotels  to  become  "transient"  hotels  as 
long  as  it  is  poor  persons  who  are  doing 
the  renting.  This  is  discrimination, 
allowing  certain  properties  to  be  non- 
residential. The  act  created  a  "double 
standard"  which  means  the  city  doesn't 
have  to  obey  the  same  laws  which 
normal  private  citizens  have  to.  This  is 
government  by  autocracy. 

c)  The  city  hires  lobbyists  which 
neither  register  with  the  city  and  have 
tremendous  political  clout.  This  group 
wanders  in  and  out  of  City  Hall  and 
the  inner  sanctums  of  the  supervisors' 
chambers.  Although  it  claims  to  repre- 
sent the  "people,"  it  doesn't.  It  repre- 
sents a  "special  interest."  The  group  of 
course  is  the  North  of  Market  Plan- 
ning Coalition,  a  very  strong  "tenant 
advocacy  group.  " 

d)  Constitutional  rights  are  being 
violated.  The  constitution  was  written 
to  protect  the  rights  of  the  minority. 
Otherwise,  the  tyranny  of  the  majority 
could,  for  example,  vote  to  redistribute 
all  the  wealth  of  persons  making  over 
$30,000  to  persons  making  under 
$10,000.  Although  this  may  sound  like 
a  good  idea,  it  isn't.  It  has  been  tried 
and  failed  in  Soviet  Bloc  countries. 
How  can  the  government  tell  citizens 
who  are  running  a  hotel,  as  they  did 
in  1979  when  the  original  residential 
hotel  ordinance  was  passed,  that  they 
are  now  in  the  apartment  house  busi- 
ness? Isn't  that  a  type  of  confiscation? 
How  come  hotels  who  are  more  upscale 
didn't  have  to  set  aside  a  certain  num- 
ber of  rooms  to  residents?  And  how 
did  Mayor  Feinstein  herself  get  her 
residential  Hotel  Carlton  out  from  the 
tyranny  of  the  ordinance? 

e)  The  right  to  private  property  is 
perhaps  one  of  the  most  fundamental 
rights  guaranteed  us  by  the  Constitu- 
tion. If  we  cannot  own  and  control 
the  presses,  our  homes  and  the  homes 
we  build  for  others  to  use,  then  why 
doesn't  the  government  run  the  presses 
and  build  the  housing  itself?  Then  we 
won't  need  to  vacation  in  such  exotic 
locations  as  Havana  or  Managua — 
we'll  have  it  here! 

f)  The  Solutions.  The  solution  to 
solving  economic  problems  is  not  freez- 
ing rents  nor  it  is  allowing  buildings 
to  deteriorate  because  of  lack  of  eco- 
nomic incentives.  The  simple  solution 
is  to  create  economic  opportunities 
and  incentives  to  succeed.  The  build- 
ings in  the  Tenderloin  are  deteriorating. 
Occasionally  someone  builds  a  project 
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Adam  Sparks 

like  the  St.  Claire  Hotel  or  the  YMCA 
housing  project.  However,  if  one  ana- 
lyzes the  costs  and  the  huge  tax  sub- 
sidies involved  in  the  construction, 
and  the  yearly  budget  of  the  "non- 
profit" organizations  which  administer 
these  programs,  one  could  have  deli- 
vered housing  grants  of  $200,000  per 
occupant  instead— at  far  less  hassle 
and  costs.  The  housing  would  then  be 
integrating  the  "poor"  with  the  middle 
classes.  What  we  are  building  now  are 
penal  colonies  that  attempt  to  resemble 
conventional  housing. 

g)  The  public  housing  created  by  the 
city  are  hotbeds  of  crime,  drugs  and 
violence.  They  are  boxes  with  no  hope 
for  vertical  socio-economic  movement. 
If  it  were  not  for  the  dynamic  quality 
of  the  new  refugees,  the  Tenderloin 
would  be  sinking  in  its  own  cesspool. 

In  summary,  the  residential  hotel 
ordinance  is  unfair,  counterproductive, 
diminishes  the  tax  base,  creates  sub- 
standard housing,  deteriorates  the' 
neighborhood,  creates  crime  through 
its  stifling  of  natural  growth  and  self- 
improvement,  and  generally  contri- 
butes to  the  idea  that  the  government 
should  solve  our  neighborhood  prob- 
lems because  the  community  cannot  or 
is  unwilling  to  do  so. 

I  believe  for  better  or  worse  that 
the  individual  and  the  free  market  sys- 
tem can  create  the  economic  successes 
of  a  community.  My  dream  is  that  the 
creation  of  economic  solutions  would 
make  the  deteriorated  housing  that  is 
commonplace  in  the  Tenderloin  obso- 
lete. Institutionalizing  ghettos  is  not 
the  answer.  Placing  an  unfair  burden 
on  one  segment  of  citizens,  i.e.  resi- 
dential hotel  owners,  is  even  less  of  an 
answer.  By  working  together  as  a 
community— businesses,  property 
owners,  refugees,  the  working  poor, 
the  tourists  and  the  homeless— we  can 
make  the  Tenderloin  a  safe,  clean 
place  to  live. 


by  Randy  Shaw 

Adam  Sparks'  challenge  to  the 
legality  and  morality  of  the 
Residential  Hotel  Conversion 
Ordinance  is  really  an  attack  on  the 
elderly  and  low-income  people  for 
whom  residential  hotels  are  the  last  re- 
maining source  of  affordable  housing. 
Sparks'  comments  remind  us  why  we 
fought  to  have  the  ordinance  passed 
and  now  must  pressure  the  city  to  en- 
force it  against  Sparks  and  other  vio- 
lators. 

A  moratorium  against  the  conversion 
of  residential  hotels  to  tourist  lodgings 
was  first  passed  by  the  Board  of  Super- 
visors in  1979,  in  response  to  pressure 
from  groups  like  the  Gray  Panthers 
and  the  North  of  Market  Planning 
Coalition.  Members  of  these  groups 
lived  in  hotels  like  the  Argyle  and  the 
Dalt,  whose  owners  were  harassing 
and  intimidating  the  longtime,  elderly 
residents  in  order  to  convert  their  ho- 
tels to  tourist  use.  A  strong  anti-con- 
version ordinance  was  passed  in  1980, 
but  was  replaced  by  a  substantially 
weaker  version  in  1981.  The  latter 
ordinance  has  remained  in  effect  to  date. 

Adam  Sparks  is  not  the  first  hotel 
operator  to  believe  that  the  ordinance 
violates  their  constitutional  rights.  In 
1981  the  owner  of  the  St.  Moritz  Hotel 
on  O  Farrell  Street  filed  a  challenge  to 
the  ordinance,  charging  that  it  violated 
owners'  constitutional  rights  to  use 
their  property  as  they  wanted.  The 
constitutionality  of  the  ordinance  was 
subsequently  upheld  by  both  the  Su- 
perior Court  and  the  California  Court 
of  Appeals. 

Other  claims  made  by  Sparks  are 
also  erroneous.  First,  the  hotel  ordi- 
nance does  not  exempt  "upscale"  hotels. 
Rather,  the  ordinance  exempted  hotels 
that  were  more  than  95  percent  tourist 
or  whose  rooms  rented  for  more  than 
$1000  per  month  in  1979  (few  perma- 
nent residents  were  paying  such  rates). 
A  well-maintained  hotel  that  did  not 
meet  these  requirements  remained  co- 
vered by  the  ordinance.  Ironically,  in 
one  of  the  many  irrational  loopholes 
of  the  ordinance,  exemptions  were 
granted  to  hotels  closed  by  the  Health 
Department  for  code  violations  prior 
to  the  effective  date  of  the  ordinance. 
Sparks'  anger  is  thus  misdirected. 

Second,  Mayor  Feinstein's  Carlton 
Hotel  obtained  an  exemption  from  the 
ordinance  through  a  loophole  that  was 
unfortunately  available  to  all  hotel 
operators.  This  loophole,  which  was 
not  included  in  the  stronger  original 
version  of  the  ordinance,  granted 
exemptions  to  operators  who  could 
prove  to  the  Bureau  of  Building  Inspec- 
tion that  they  had  "partially  completed 
converting"  their  hotel  prior  to  Septem- 
ber 1979  (when  the  moratorium  was 
passed).  My  research  has  uncovered 
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Randy  Shaw 

twelve  hotels  which  obtained  exemp- 
tions under  this  loophole.  Some  of 
these  hotels,  such  as  the  Diva  (formerly 
the  Somerton),  the  Pensione  (1668 
Market)  and  the  Pickwick  (17  Fifth 
St.),  provided  insufficient  evidence  to 
support  an  exemption  being  obtained. 
Nevertheless,  BBI  bowed  to  the  interests 
of  the  hotel  operators  and  approved 
the  conversion  of  these  hotels.  The 
"partially  completed  conversion" 
exemption  resulted  in  the  loss  of  over 
1000  residential  hotel  rooms. 

Third,  it  is  quite  likely  that  the  city's 
homeless  program  has  previously  vio- 
lated the  ordinance  by  placing  persons 
in  residential  units  for  short-term  stays. 
But  Sparks  is  confused  when  he  states 
that  the  "city  doesn't  have  to  obey  the 
same  laws."  The  city  is  not  the  land- 
lord of  the  homeless  hotels,  and  vio- 
lations of  the  ordinance  are  the  respon- 
sibility of  the  hotel  operator. 

I  take  exception  to  Sparks  assertion 
that  the  hotel  ordinance  creates  sub- 
standard and  deteriorating  housing. 
If  that  is  true,  why  has  Sparks  recently 
attempted  to  sell  his  hotel  for  sub- 
stantially more  than  he  paid  for  it?  As 
Sparks  must  know,  real  estate  values 
in  the  Tenderloin  have  risen  steadily 
since  passage  of  the  hotel  ordinance  in 
1979. 

Rather  than  feel  sympathy  for  Adam 
Sparks,  our  concern  should  be  directed 
to  the  many  elderly,  disabled  and  low- 
income  victims  of  real  estate  specula- 
tors who  will  stop  at  nothing  to  illegally 
convert  their  residential  hotels.  Sparks 
purchased  the  Sequoia  Hotel  in  1984. 
The  law  in  place  at  the  time  required 
him  to  operate  a  predominantly  resi- 
dential hotel,  and  the  purchase  price 
reflected  this.  He  could  have  purchased 
one  of  the  many  tourist  hotels  available 
in  this  city,  but  he  sought  to  obtain  a 
windfall  by  paying  a  low  price  for  a 
residential  hotel  so  that  he  could  in- 
crease its  resale  value  by  illegally 
renting  to  tourists. 

Sparks  will  not  be  the  last  real  estate 
speculator  to  cloak  his  unbridled  greed 
with  pious  words  of  "free  enterprise" 
and  "constitutional  rights."  When  per- 
sons like  Sparks  use  these  words, 
reach  for  your  wallet. 


Support  our 
Advertisers! 


We  rent  VIDEO  MOVIES  only  to 
our  neighbors  in  the  Tenderloin 
and/or  Lower  Nob  Hill  without 
credit  cards  or  phony  membership 
fees. 


B.O.B.'S  VIDEO 
For  the  Price 
of  a  Politician 
764  Geary  776-0848 

closed  Richard  Nixon 's  birthday 


IJVING 


Tenderloin  Times  12 


By  making  an  offering  to  the  monks,  members  of  the  Cambodian  community 
honored  their  departed  relatives  and  assured  themselves  of  good  luck. 

Day  of  the  Dead — Cambodian  Style 


by  Sophath  Pak  with  Sara  Colm 

Several  hundred  Cambodians 
gathered  together  on  September 
20  at  Booker  T.  Washington  Com- 
munity Center  for  the  annual  "Prachum 
Ben"  ceremony.  Second  in  importance 
only  to  the  New  Year  festival,  Prachum 
Ben  is  a  key  holiday  for  Cambodians. 
It  is  a  time  to  pay  homage  to  one's 
dead  ancestors  and  insure  their  con- 
tinued good  will  towards  the  living. 

Dharmavira  Belon,  a  97-year-old 
Cambodian  Buddhist  monk,  arrived 
from  Stockton  to  receive  blessings 
from  the  community  and  preach  a 
sermon. 

According  to  the  Buddha,  "Once 
every  year  your  ancestors,  families  or 
friends  leave  hell  and  come  looking  for 
you,"  Dharmavira  said.  'They  have 
only  15  days  during  the  month  of 
September  as  their  chance  (to  find  you). 
If  you  don't  think  about  them  and 
don't  offer  anything  to  them,  you  will 
get  a  bad  curse  from  them  in  the  future." 

Andy  Try,  40,  attended  the  Prachum 
Ben  ceremony  with  his  wife  and  two 
small  children.  The  holiday  was  impor- 
tant to  him,  said  Try,  because  he  came 
from  a  very  religious  family.  "It  was  a 
big  deal  for  us  back  in  Cambodia," 
he  said.  "I  want  to  teach  my  children 


the  tender  side 


by  Keith  Grier 

I saw  a  man  running  through  the 
park.  Out  of  breath,  he  stopped 
and  told  a  friend  that  he  was  going 
to  Glide  for  "a  Big  Cecil  and  fries." 

It's  been  a  big  week  at  Glide  with 
lots  of  fried  chicken  and  pork  chops — 
Tenderloin  favorites.  I'd  like  to  tell 
Cecil  happy  birthday. 

"Black  and  Asian  Together"  was  the 
theme  of  a  party  held  at  the  509  Cul- 
tural Center,  hopefully  the  first  of 
many.  "This  will  be  the  start  of  a  cul- 
tural exchange,"  said  Sitha  Sum.  The 
party  went  over  real  big. 

Paul  Boschetti  and  his  new  flags — 
the  Burbank  Hotel  looks  like  the  United 
Nations  with  all  sorts  of  flags  on  the 
newly  painted  building.  You  are  making 
the  neighborhood  real  colorful,  Paul. 

The  president  and  some  of  the  board 
of  the  Aarti  Coop  wrote  a  letter  to 
TNDC  saying  the  Coop  wasn't  ready 
for  self-management.  Well,  they  were 
wrong — the  Coop  is  ready  for  self- 
management— and  those  people  on 
the  board  who  wrote  that  letter  should 
be  impeached  for  dumbness. 

Someone  wrote  on  the  statue  in 
Boeddeker  Park — "Remember  neigh- 
bors, art  is  for  art's  sake." 

I  would  like  to  welcome  the  new 
question  man  to  the  neighborhood — 
Laurie  Lazer.  Wait  a  minute,  she's  a 


about  our  tradition." 

"Some  people  here  today  don't  re- 
member the  story  but  come  because  of 
the  tradition  anyway,"  said  Try.  Dur- 
ing Prachum  Ben,  he  explained,  offer- 
ings are  made  to  the  dead  because  "the 
people  who  died  are  hungry  and  they 
don't  have  any  clothes.  We  send  food 
and  other  things  to  them  by  making 
offerings  to  the  monks." 

The  Prachum  Ben  event  was  the  first 
ceremony  organized  by  a  newly  formed 
organization,  the  United  Cambodian 
Community  (UCC).  Sa  Em  Oul,  vice 
president  of  UCC  and  master  of  cere- 
monies for  the  day  was  pleased  by  the 
turnout.  "I  think  this  year  Prachum 
Ben  went  very  well,"  said  Oul.  "I  saw 
more  new  faces  of  people  who  came 
and  joined  us  to  celebrate  this  impor- 
tant ceremony." 

In  its  one  month  of  existence,  the 
UCC  has  raised  more  than  $4,000  in 
community  donations  and  signed  up 
140  families  as  members,  by  going  door 
to  door  and  asking  for  support.  They 
would  like  to  use  the  money  to  start  a 
temple  in  San  Francisco.  In  addition, 
according  to  UCC  President  Sitha  Sum, 
the  group  wants  to  help  the  community 
learn  more  about  how  the  American 
system  works  "because  we  are  in  the 
United  States  now." 


woman  and  there's  a  line  of  men  trying 
to  get  their  picture  in  the  Tenderloin 
Times. 

Welcome  Home  Big  E. 
Jam  sessions  at  the  509  Cultural  Cen- 
ter are  not  doing  too  well — one  of  the 
musicians  is  turning  off  the  good  musi- 
cians in  the  community— one  monkey 
don't  stop  no  show. 

And  you  big  kids  of  Boeddeker  Play- 
ground—you are  destroying  too  many 
basketball  rims— they  keep  having  to 
be  replaced.  Take  Care  of  Your  Park" 
is  our  new  cry.  Also,  I'm  trying  to 
keep  the  Park  a  little  cleaner— with 
the  help  of  our  new  maintenance  man, 
Don.  We  need  everybody's  help  I  Tony, 
our  crossing  guard,  is  back  on  the 
corner.  Tell  your  kids  to  use  him  and 
stay  safe . 

Please  stop  asking  when  the  Rec 
Building  is  going  to  be  done  because  I 
don't  know  anymore. 

There  is  a  little  old  guy  that  seems  to 
wear  the  same  black  suit  and  blue  cap 
every  day.  He  gives  the  kids  swords 
made  of  newspaper;  real  cute  but 
makes  a  mess  in  the  neighborhood- 
smile,  street  sweepers. 

Don  and  Olivia  are  back  in  the  news. 
I  saw  them  taking  their  afternoon  walk. 
Don  was  complaining  that  Olivia  was 
spending  too  much  money,  but  he  still 
had  a  smile  on  his  face. 


Times  Photographer  Lance  Woodruff" 

TL  Slide  Show  Evokes 
Bittersweet  Memories  of  Laos 


by  Chanthanom  Ounkeo  with  Sara  Colm 

Saffron-robed  monks  and  emerald- 
green  rice  paddies  were  some  of 
the  peaceful  images  of  Laos  in  the 
1960s  presented  by  Tenderloin  Times 
photographer  Lance  Woodruff  at  a 
slide  show  last  month  at  the  509  Cul- 
tural Center. 

A  war  correspondent  stationed  in 
Vietnam,  Woodruff  first  went  to  Laos 
as  a  tourist  in  1967  to  visit  a  friend 
working  for  a  voluntary  agency  there. 
"I  arrived  only  to  find  that  he  had  been 
killed  by  the  Pathet  Lao  (Communist 
troops)  the  day  before,"  Woodruff  said 
with  sadness. 

Despite  his  tragic  introduction  to 
the  country,  for  the  most  part  Wood- 
ruff's images  of  Laos  are  peaceful 
scenes  of  everyday  village  life. 

"When  I  look  back  to  Laos,  it's  a 
very  different  feeling  from  Vietnam 
where  I  saw  the  war  going  on,"  said 
Woodruff.  "To  America,  Laos  played 
a  small  part  in  the  war  but  it  could 
not  be  a  small  part  for  the  Lao  peo- 
ple themselves." 

Many  in  the  audience — refugees 
from  Laos  now  living  in  the  Ten- 
derloin—knew well  what  Woodruff 
was  speaking  about.  They  reacted  with 
pleasure  to  see  glimpses  of  their  home- 
land after  so  many  years  as  uprooted 
refugees.  There  were  also  moments  of 
sadness  when  they  recognized  places 
they  used  to  live  and  now  cannot 
visit. 

Memories  flooded*  back  to  some 
when  they  viewed  simple  events  of 
everyday  life,  done  the  old  fashioned 
way.  on  the  screen — things  that  had 


been  blotted  out  in  their  memory  by 
years  of  disruption  and  change.  Syvone 
Thammavongsa  commented  on  the 
pictures  of  elderly  people  making  bam- 
boo mats  and  nets  for  fishing. 

"I  miss  the  old  people  very  much," 
she  said.  "They  didn't  come  with  us  (to 
the  U.S.)  because  they  were  too  old. 
Now  they  are  still  there,  probably 
still  doing  things  the  traditional  way." 

Laotian  mother  Sombath  Thamma 
had  a  special  reason  for  going  to  see 
the  slides  with  her  family.  "My  five- 
year-old  son  has  never  seen  my  coun- 
try," she  explained.  "I  could  show  him 
how  the  children  play  naked  in  the 
river,  having  fun  with  little  sailboats. 
I  told  him  that  if  he  was  there,  he'd 
be  doing  that  too!" 

Perhaps  the  sharpest  memories  re- 
turned with  pictures  of  the  great  annual 
celebrations  at  the  Vientiane  Temple 
every  November.  "We  would  all  meet 
at  the  celebrations — family  and  friends 
from  all  over  the  province,  sometimes 
even  from  other  parts  of  Laos,"  re- 
membered Vandy  Sivongsay.  "We  all 
looked  at  the  pictures  very  carefully. 
Maybe  we'd  see  someone  we  knew  in 
all  the  mass  of  people." 

Looking  back  on  his  travels  in  Laos 
with  nostalgia,  Woodruff  remembered 
it  as  a  place  where  family  and  per- 
sonal relationships  were  strong  and 
nurturing.  "It  seemed  everyone  was 
related.  There  was  the  old  saying,  if 
you  throw  a  stone  you'll  hit  a  monk  or 
a  relative,"  he  said. 

"It  was  a  country  full  of  mystery 
and  very  foreign  to  my  personal  ex- 
perience," said  Woodruff.  "But  war 
came  into  all  this." 
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EXITheatre  actors  bravely  entered  the  strange  world  of  lonesco. 

Ionesco  Driven  Mad  on  Eddy  Street 


by  Max  Reif 

mprovisation:  The  Shepherd  s 
I  Chameleon,"  a  one-act  play  by 
Eugene  Ionesco  at  the  EXITheatre, 
366  Eddy  Street  through  October  3,  is 
a  rewarding  theatrical  experience 
which  is  capable  of  affirming  the 
viewer's  faith  in  existence. 

Randall  Denham,  as  playwright  Io- 
nesco himself,  confronts  three  charac- 
ters known  as  "Bartholomuse  I,  II, 
and  III,"  who  succeed  in  driving  him 
mad  in  his  own  study. 

Vividly  portrayed  by  Iain  Sanderson, 
Michael  Stack,  and  Eric  Sven  Smith, 
the  three  Bartholomuses  convince  the 
playwright  that  emotional  truth  has 
no  meaning  and  brainwash  him  to 
speak  the  language  of  their  jargons. 

In  the  end,  sanity  is  restored,  but 
the  audience  goes  through  the  cathar- 


sis of  experiencing  the  playwright's 
dilemma,  and  realizing  just  how  pre- 
carious is  the  status  of  meaning  in  our 
world. 

The  dialogue  is  entertaining  and 
provocative,  and  the  setting  and  cos- 
tumes, I  felt,  effective.  The  play  be- 
comes a  bit  didactic  in  the  end  and 
stops  just  short  of  seriously  marring 
itself. 

My  only  hindrance  in  being  com- 
pletely captivated  by  the  way  director 
Christine  Augello  and  her  company 
have  brought  the  play  to  life  came  near 
the  end,  when  Marie,  the  cleaning 
woman  played  by  Deborah  Greenwood, 
did  not  quite  convince  me  a  few  times 
that  she  was  really  beating  the  Bartho- 
lomuses with  her  broom.  (I  know  it  is 
difficult  to  portray  violence  convinc- 
ingly without  actually  hurting  some- 
one!) 


Demonic  Art  Possesses  the  509 


by  Preston  Brady  HI 

^rt  was  frightening,  so  scary  that 
I  some  passers-by  were  afraid  to  enter, 
^even  in  broad  daylight.  But  three 
neighborhood  artists,  Mars,  Saito, 
and  Sumiko  Saulson  weren't  about  to 
settle  for  simply  hanging  some  paint- 
ings on  the  walls.  They  completely 
transformed  the  509  Cultural  Center 
on  Ellis  Street  into  a  live  museum  in 
the  group  show,  "A  Haunting  Collec- 
tion of  Art  Overshadowed  by  the  Ma- 
cabre." 

These  three  Hospitality  House  art 
students  set  the  mood  for  their  Septem- 
ber 20  exhibition  with  ghostly  music. 
On  a  small  stage,  each  artist  had  de- 
signed what  resembled  an  altar. 
Watched  over  by  a  faceless  manne- 
quin in  a  black  dress,  the  altars  in- 
cluded candles,  incense,  brass  goblets, 
and  chains.  Saito's  altar,  entitled  "Isa- 
bella's Hair,"  even  included  what  ap- 
peared to  be  real  human  hair. 

Saulson's  altar  was  entitled  "The 
Altar  of  the  Fickle  Worshipper,"  and 


Mars'  was  called  "Past,  Present  and 
Future  in  a  Roundabout  Way." 

However  dramatic  the  overall  pre- 
sentation of  the  show,  some  of  the 
paintings  succeeded  in  their  own  right. 
Saito's  "Gates  to  the  Beyond"  is  a  stun- 
ning rainbow  of  pastels  blending  water, 
sky  and  crescent  moon  in  a  series  of 
three  panels. 

My  favorite  piece  was  Saito's  "Isa- 
bella Sands,"  a  beautiful,  realistic  pas- 
tel on  a  par  with  the  work  of  well 
known  Tenderloin  artist  Rose  Linda. 
According  to  Saito,  "Isabella  Sands 
was  a  woman  who  in  1735  was  accused 
of  being  a  witch,  but  the  truth  of  that 
matter  was  the  family  was  very  poor. 
So  in  order  that  their  daughter  be  able 
to  show  herself  worthy  in  society,  she 
learned  from  old  manuscripts  she  had 
found." 

Other  outstanding  pieces  included 
"Face,"  "Victim,"  "Paisley  Hell,"  and 
"Jesus  in  the  Infrared  Garden,"  by 
Sumiko  Saulson,  and  "Phoenix  Enigma," 
by  Mars. 


Squeeze  Hogs  Frolic  at  509 


by  Margie  Burke  and  Paul  Goodman 

The  509  Club  rocked  on  Saturday, 
September  11  to  music  of  the 
multi-talented  Squeezehogs.  A 
three-man,  one-woman  band  com- 
bining acoustic  and  electric  instru- 
ments, the  Squeezehogs  played  a  lively 
medley  of  bluegrass,  blues  and  honky- 
tonk,  with  a  dash  of  Cajun  for  flavor. 
They  played  a  refreshing  series  of  blue- 
grass  tunes,  with  an  occasional  blues 
riff  bringing  an  imaginative  touch  to 
the  traditional  melodies.  They  steered 
clear  of  many  of  the  old  standbys — 
although  the  crowd  did  cheer  for  "Tur- 
key in  the  Straw."  Another  hit  was 


"Hey  Mae,"  a  Louisiana  tune  by  Doug 
Kershaw,  which  seemed  a  favorite  with 
the  musicians  as  well.  They  then  swung 
easily  into  sentimental  country  songs, 
deep  down  blues,  and  even  a  tongue- 
in-cheek  rendition  of  some  '50's  oldies. 

Lacking  a  microphone  for  their 
stand-up  string  bass,  and  responding 
to  an  audience  request,  the  band  stepped 
off  the  stage  closer  to  the  audience 
with  acoustic  instruments  for  their  last 
song.  It  was  a  charming  and  spon- 
taneous finale  to  the  evening. 

For  many  of  us  in  the  audience  it 
was  a  first  visit  to  the  509  Club.  It  was 
a  pleasure  to  find  such  a  friendly  place 
to  hear  music  in  the  heart  of  the  city. 


compiled  by  Dianne  M.  Clohessy 
DAILY 

Alcoholics  Anonymous:  291   Eddy  St., 
Monday  thru  Friday,  7:30  p.m.  Free. 
Daily  Meal:  For  seniors.  Turk  St.  Corps, 
240  Turk  St.,  Sign-up  at  9:30  a.m.  daily, 
meal  at  noon.  Donation  requested. 
English  Tutoring:  YMCA  Literacy  School, 
220  Golden  Gate  Avenue,  1-9  p.m.,  Mon- 
day thru  Friday.  For  Spanish  and  Cantonese 
speakers.  Call  928-4419.  Free. 
Conflict  Resolution:  Over-t  he-phone  coun- 
seling assistance  for  all  kinds  of  conflicts- 
family,  roommates,  landlords,  neighbors. 
Monday  thru  Friday,  9:30  a.m. -1:30  p.m. 
Call  239-6100.  Free. 

Stop  AIDS  Project:  For  Gay/Bisexual  Men. 
Call  for  locations,  621-7177.  Free. 
Emotional  Support  Peer  Counseling:  For 

people  with  AIDS,  their  families,  friends, 
lover,  and  people  coping  with  the  loss  of  a 
loved  one  through  AIDS.  Call  for  times 
and  locations,  777-CARE.  Free. 

MONDAYS 

Fitness  Classes:  For  seniors.  Have  more 
energy,  flexibility,  mobility,  vitality!  Central 
City  YMCA,  220  Golden  Gate.  Warm  up 
8  a.m.  Class  8:45  a.m. -9:30  a.m.  Mondays, 
Wednesdays,  Fridays.  Free  to  members. 
Non-members  8  weeks/$1 0.00. 
Prenatal  Classes  in  Cantonese:  Health 
Center  #4,  1490  Mason  St.,  6-8  p.m.  Call 
558-2308.  $1 .00  per  class  or  free. 
Life  Drawing  and  Sculpture  Workshop: 
Hospitality  House,  146  Leavenworth,  146 
7-10  p.m.  Free. 

TUESDAYS 

Tai  Chi  Class:  Tuesdays  and  Thursdays  on 

the  Rooftop  Garden  of  the  YMCA,  220 

Golden  Gate.  1-2  p.m. 

Small  Appliance  Repair:  Learn  to  fix  things 

yourself  with  a  handyman's  help.  Central 

YMCA,  220  Golden  Gate,  9  a.m.-noon. 

Free. 

Support  Group:  for  battered  gay  men. 
Led  by  a  licensed  therapist,  Community 
United  Against  Violence,  514  Castro  St., 
7:30-9  p.m.  Call  864-31 12.  Free. 
North  of  Market  Zoning  Committee:  Se- 
cond and  fourth  Tuesdays,  295  Eddy  St., 
10:30  a.m.  Free. 

Tenderloin  Sewing  and  Quilting  Group: 

Learn  and  share  skills  and  materials.  54 
McAllister  St.,  1-3  p.m.  Call  558-8759.  Free. 
Information  Exchange:  For  women  with 
AIDS  or  ARC.  S.F.  AIDS  Foundation,  25 
Van  Ness,  Sixth  floor,  2-3  p.m.  Free. 

WEDNESDAYS 

Women  Writer's  Workshop:  For  older 
lesbians  (60+)  and  friends.  Sponsored  by 
Operation  Concern/GLOE.  1853  Market 
St.,  6-8  p.m.  Call  626-7000.  Free. 
Crime  Abatement  Committee:  First 
Wednesday  of  every  month.  Cadillac  Hotel 
Ballroom,  380  Eddy  St.  Noon.  Free. 
Tenderloin  Police/Community  Relations 
Committee:  Cadillac  Hotel  Ballroom,  380 
Eddy  St.  First  Wednesday  of  every  month. 
1  p.m. 

Block  Captains  Meeting:  Cadillac  Hotel 

Ballroom,  380  Eddy  St.,  Noon. 

North  of  Market  Housing  Committee:  The 

Committee  works  to  educate  Tenderloin 
tenants  and  to  improve  building  con- 
ditions. 380  Eddy  St.,  1 1  a.m.  Free. 
Rhythm  Band:  For  seniors.  481  O'Farrell, 
9:30 a.m.  Free. 

Tenderloin  Writer's  Workshop:  Hospita- 
lity House,  146  Leavenworth  St.,  7-10  p.m. 
Free. 

Lecture/Discussion:  509  Cultural  Center, 
509  Ellis,  7:30  p.m.  Donation. 
Spanish  Class:  For  seniors.  481  O'Farrell. 
1  p.m.  Free. 

Art  Class:  Open  to  all  adults.  481  O'Farrell, 
1  p.m.  Free. 

THURSDAYS 

Large  Screen  Video  Presentations:  Eyes  on 
the  Prize:  America's  Civil  Rights  Years. 
Main  Library,  Lurie  Room.  Through  Octo- 
ber 8th,  noon. 

Lecture/Discussion  Series:  509  Cultural 
Center,  509  Ellis  St.,  7:30  p.m. 
Women  Writers  Workshop:  For  women 
working  or  living  in  the  Tenderloin.  Bay 
Area  Women's  Resource  Center,  318  Lea- 
venworth. 4-5:30  p.m.  Free. 

FRIDAYS 

Women's  Day:  Rap  groups,  socializing,  a 
chance  to  meet  other  women.  Tenderloin 
Self-Help  Center,  191  Golden  Gate,  11 
a.m. -3  p.m.  Free. 

Live  Performances:  509  Cultural  Center, 
509  Ellis.  One-act  plays,  films,  jazz,  tradi- 
tional Cambodian  music,  and  Western 


rock.  8-midnight.  For  more  information 
call  441-0834. 

Photo  Group:  Picture  taking,  instruction, 
darkroom,  field  trips,  and  photo  services. 
YMCA,  220  Golden  Gate,  1 :30-5  p.m. 

SATURDAYS 

More  A. A.:  Lyric  Hotel,  140  Jones  St.,  5 
p.m.  Free. 

Live  Performances:  509  Cultural  Center, 
509  Ellis  St.  For  more  information  call 
441-0834. 

Ballroom  Dancing:  With  Ray  Bell  and  his 
band.  Refreshments  served.  Golden  Gate 
Park  Senior  Center,  6101  Fulton  St.,  2-4 
p.m.  Call  558-4268  for  more  information. 
Donation  $1.00. 

SPECIAL  EVENTS 

Now  Through  October  25th: 
Theatre:  "Burning  Patience,"'  a  comic  story 
about   Chile's    Nobel    Laureate,  Pablo 
Neruda.  One  Act  Theatre,  430  Mason  St. 
Call  fortimesand  ticket  prices.  421-5355. 
Now  Through  November  1st: 
Art  Exhibition:  New  Work  by  Hae  Youn 
Kim.  Oils  on  canvas.  The  Gallery  at  the 
Phoenix  Hotel,  601  Eddy  St.  Free. 
Theatre:  The  julian  Theatre  presents  "Hired 
Hands,"  a  new  comedy  by  Berkeley  play- 
wright  Diana  Marre.  Thursdays  and  Fri- 
days, 8  p.m.,  Saturdays  8  &  10  p.m.  Ten 
Washburn  off  Mission  between  9th  &  10th 
streets.  Admission  $8.00. 

Friday,  October  2nd: 

Financial  Advocacy  Training:  To  empower 
community  activists  as  they  apply  for  gov- 
ernment funding.  Sponsored  by  the  Gray 
Panthers.  San  Francisco  City  Hall,  Room 
228,  8:30  a.m. -4:30  p.m.  Advance  rate 
$10,  or  $15  at  the  door. 

Saturday,  October  3rd: 
Training  Classes:  For  volunteers  for  Ten- 
derloin ElderFriends— visit  seniors  in  their 
homes.  109  Golden  Gate  Avenue,  1-4 
p.m.  October  3rd,  10th,  17th  and  24th. 
Garage  Sale:  To  benefit  Tenderloin  resi- 
dents and  Civic  Center  Residence.  Safeway 
Parking  Lot,  14th  and  Market  at  Church, 
10  a.m.  to  4  p.m.  Saturday,  October  3rd 
and  Sunday,  October  4th. 

Monday,  October  5th: 
Reception  and  Candlelight  Vigil:  Sponsored 
by  Northern  California  Pro-Choice  Coalition. 
Memorial  event  of  tenth  anniversary  of  the 
death  of  Rosie  jiminez.  Reception  ACLU 
Conference  Room,  1663  Mission,  4th  floor, 
6-8  p.m.  Food,  speakers,  music.  Free. 
Candlelight  Vigil,  State  Building,  Civic 
Center,  8:30-9:30  p.m. 

Wednesday,  October  7th: 
Annual  Sale:  Sponsored  by  the  Auxiliary  of 
Little  Children's  Aid.  New  and  not  so  new 
merchandise.  Antiques,  jewelry,  books, 
clothing,  etc;  Proceeds  to  benefit  programs 
caring  for  needy,  homeless,  and  troubled 
children  and  youths.  Hall  of  Flowers,  9th 
Ave.  and  Lincoln  Way. 

Thursday,  October  8th  through  Friday, 
October  23rd: 

Theatre:  Two  pieces:  "Heatface,"  and 
"Looking  for  Black  Women  On  the  Radio." 
Climate  Theatre,  252  Ninth  St.  near  Folsom, 
8:30  p.m.  Call  for  ticket  prices  626-91 96. 

Saturday,  October  10th: 
Membership  Meeting:  North  of  Market 
Planning  Coalition.  Get  an  update  and  help 
plan  strategy  on  key  neighborhood  issues 
—Sequoia  Hotel  Conversion,  Renaissance 
Two  Convention  Center,  Tenderloin  jobs 
Coalition  and  the  Renters'  Protection 
Package.  1 :30-4:00,  333  Turk  St. 

Monday,  October  12 

English  Classes:  Central  YMCA  Literacy 
School  begins  its  new  session  of  bilingual 
"Survival  English"  classes  for  Cantonese 
speakers.  For  more  information  call  Hung 
or  Tim  at  928-4419.  Free. 

Friday,  October  16th: 
Book  Signing:  Philip  Hackett  presents 
Gwendolyn  Brooks  at  the  Press  Club, 
555  Post  St.  Reception,  reading,  ques- 
tions, book-signing.  7-10  p.m.  No  host  bar. 
Admission  $10  by  donation. 

Sunday,  October  25th: 
Children's  Multicultural  Arts  Day:  Spon- 
sored by  the  Children's  Multicultural  Mu- 
seum. Green  Room,  2nd  floor,  Veterans 
Building,  S.F.  Civic  Center.  "Hands-on" 
art  activities,  music,  dance,  games,  stories, 
and  exhibits  from  cultures  around  the 
world.  1 1  a.m. -4  p.m.  Free. 
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Meeting  Your  Child's 
Teacher 

About  the  third  week  in  October, 
you  may  be  asked  to  attend  a 
parent-teacher  conference,  per- 
haps the  most  important  meeting  you 
will  have  with  your  child's  teacher. 

"It's  scary,"  said  Vanessa  Thomas, 
mother  of  a  second  grader.  "You  listen 
to  the  teacher  give  you  all  kinds  of  test 
scores  without  explaining  it  to  you.  It 
.makes  you  feel  real  stupid." 

Sovann  Teap,  a  recent  immigrant 
and  mother  of  four  girls  said,  "The 
teachers  talk  too  fast.  I  cannot  always 
understand." 

Like  these  parents,  you  may  have 
found  parent-teacher  conferences 
frightening  or  confusing.  But  these  con- 
ferences can  be  very  good  experiences, 
especially  if  you  plan  for  them. 

Do  Your  Homework 

•  Talk  to  your  child  about  the  up- 
coming meeting.  Reassure  him/her  that 
the  purpose  of  the  meeting  is  to  help, 
not  to  focus  on  his/her  faults. 

•  Ask  your  child  some  questions  about 
what  subjects  he/she  likes  best,  which 
ones  give  him/her  trouble,  and  how 
he/she  is  getting  along  with  other 
people  at  school. 

•  Think  about  your  child's  strengths 
and  weaknesses  in  school  and  his/her 
learning  and  study  habits. 

Make  a  List  of  Questions 
to  Ask  the  Teacher: 

•  What  are  my  child's  best  and  worst 
subjects? 

•  Is  my  child  working  to  the  best  of 
his/her  ability? 

•  How  is  my  child  progressing?  If  he/ 
she  is  ahead  in  any  subject,  is  he/she 
being  challenged  enough? 

•  How  does  my  child  get  along  with 
teachers  and  other  children? 

•  Have  any  learning  problems  been 
identified  for  my  child? 

•  Have  you  noticed  any  sudden 
changes  in  my  child's  behavior  or 
work? 

•  What  tests  of  aptitude  or  intelligence 
does  my  child  have  to  take  this  year? 
What  do  these  test  scores  tell  us? 

•  Is  my  child's  homework  being  com- 
pleted and  turned  in  on  time? 

•  What  is  being  done  to  solve  any  of 
these  problems? 

•  What  can  I  do  to  help? 

•  If  you  have  any  questions  about 
general  school  policies,  now  is  the  time 
to  ask. 

Tell  the  Teacher 

Because  true  communication  goes 
both  ways,  it's  also  important  for  you 
to  tell  the  teacher  about  any  special 
circumstances  surrounding  your  child: 
health  problems,  allergies,  medication, 
a  recent  move,  divorce,  illness  in  the 
family,  or  any  event  that  could  stress 
the  child. 


Set  Goals 

At  the  end  of  the  meeting,  be  sure 
that  both  you  and  the  teacher  clearly 
understand  how  problems  will  be 
handled:  what  needs  to  be  done,  when 
it  will  be  done,  and  who  will  do  it. 

Don't  Fake  It 

If  your  child  needs  tutoring,  don't 
promise  to  tutor  your  own  child  in  a 
subject  you  don't  really  know  about. 
Ask  for  a  professional  tutor,  or  the 
teacher's  help. 

Telling  the  Child 

After  the  conference,  sit  down  with 
your  child  and  explain  any  special 
arrangements  that  were  made.  Your 
child  needs  to  understand  that  you  and 
the  teacher  are  interested  in  your  child's 
needs.  If  you  decide  to  discuss  the 
teacher's  comments,  be  sure  you  bal- 
ance any  negative  remarks  with  posi- 
tive ones. 

Follow-Up 

If  the  teacher  agreed  to  take  action  to 
solve  a  problem,  and  has  failed  to  carry 
it  out  in  a  reasonable  amount  of  time, 
call  the  teacher  and  ask  for  another 
meeting. 

If  you  still  aren't  satisfied,  then  call 
the  school  principal. 

Language  Problems 

If  English  is  not  your  native  lan- 
guage, ask  if  the  school  can  provide  an 
interpreter.  If  not,  you  could  ask  a 
friend  or  relative,  or  someone  from  a 
translation  service  to  go  with  you  to 
the  conference. 


income  rights 


Getting  on  General 
Assistance 

by  Lisa  Parsons 

If  you  have  no  fixed  address  or  room 
reservation,  the  General  Assistance 
(G.A.)  program  has  changed  its  rules 
so  that  you  can  receive  your  first 
check,  as  long  as  you  meet  other  re- 
quirements. 

To  receive  G.A.  you  must: 

•  Have  two  pieces  of  temporary  I.D. 
or  one  picture  I.D. 

•  Have  less  than  $311  available  to 
you  during  the  whole  month  you  apply. 

You  are  ineligible  if  you: 

•  Quit  a  job  without  good  cause 
within  the  last  45  days. 

•  Received  G.A.  benefits  from  ano- 
ther county  that  covers  the  day  you 
apply. 

•  Have  been  discontinued  from  G.A. 
in  San  Francisco  in  the  past  two  weeks. 

On  the  day  that  you  first  go  in  to 
apply  at  the  G.A.  office  at  1440  Harri- 
son, you  should  receive  presumptive 
eligibility  aid  for  two  weeks.  This 
includes: 

•  Bus  tokens  and  food  vouchers  for 
meals  at  Glide  Church,  330  Ellis  St.,  and 

•  Rent  payment  directly  to  your 
present  landlord  if  the  rent  is  less  than 
$311  per  month  or  a  voucher  to  a  G.A. 
hotel  if  you  need  housing. 


I'm  straight... 
Should  I  take  the 

AIDS  Antibody  Test? 


Before  you  decide,  ask  yourself  these  questions— 

1  Have  I  had  sex  with  anyone  who  used  I  V  drugs7 

2  Have  I  used  I  V  drugs7 

1  Have  I  had  sex  with  a  gay  or  bisexual  man? 

4  Have  I  had  sex  with  a  person  whose  needle  use 

or  sexual  past  is  unknown  to  me? 
5'.  Have  I  had  a  blood  transfusion  between  1975 

and  198*5  "> 

If  you  answer  YES  to  any  of  these  questions  you 
and  your  sexual  partner  might  be  at  risk  for  AIDS 


Get  the 
Facts. 

Then 
Decide. 

For  mou-  information  call 

863-2437 

rolHret  in  Northern  CA  IIKWI  FOR  AIDS 
I  DO  ili<iffr>J-t>c>iK> 


In  order  to  get  a  check  for  your  exist- 
ing housing,  you  must  present  a  letter 
from  your  landlord,  roommate,  or 
person  you  rent  from  stating  the  ad- 
dress where  you  reside,  the  amount  of 
rent,  and  the  fact  that  you  are  facing 
immediate  eviction  if  rent  is  not  paid. 
You  should  submit  proof  that  your 
landlord  (or  person  you  rent  from) 
actually  owns  (or  resides  at)  the  stated 
building  at  the  stated  address  (such  as 
a  PG&E  or  phone  bill  or  lease  agree- 
ment in  the  landlord's  name)  along 
with  the  landlord's  letter. 

If  G.A.  cannot  process  your  appli- 
cation the  day  you  first  apply,  they 
must  provide  you  with  food  and  hous- 
ing until  they  do.  If  you  are  denied, 
you  can  reapply  the  next  day. 

After  your  two-week  presumptive 
eligibility  period,  your  caseworker 
will  give  you  your  first  G.A.  check. 
Although  a  worker  may  request  that 
you  bring  proof  of  an  address  or  room 
reservation  where  you  will  now  be 
staying,  you  will  not  be  denied  your 
first  check  if  you  fail  to  do  so. 

When  your  worker  releases  your 
first  check,  he/she  will  schedule  a  fol- 
low-up appointment  for  two  weeks 
later.  At  that  time,  you  must  bring  in 
a  rent  receipt  for  the  two-week  period 
covered  by  the  check.  If  you  don't  go 
to  this  second  appointment  or  you 
don't  provide  a  rent  receipt,  you  will 
not  get  G.A.  for  two  weeks. 

To  continue  receiving  $155  on  the 
first  and  fifteenth  of  the  month,  you 
must: 

•  Notify  your  worker  within  five 
working  days  of  any  changes  in  your 
living  situation.  Your  G.A.  checks  will 
be  discontinued  if  mail  sent  to  the 
address  in  your  file  is  returned  to  G.A., 
and  you  have  not  informed  G.A.  that 
you  moved. 

•  Provide  a  documented  good-cause 
excuse  within  three  working  days  for 
any  missed  DPW  work  assignment  or 
other  G.A.  required  appointments. 

•  Obtain  a  California  I.D.  or  dri- 
ver's license  after  90  days  of  receiving 
G.A.  in  San  Francisco,  including  pre- 
vious aid. 

•  Attend  all  appointments  and  sub- 
mit all  requested  documents. 

Final  note:  the  G.A.  and  Food  Stamp 
programs  are  separating  from  each 
other.  Thus,  as  a  G.A.  recipient,  you 
should  be  sure  to  report  any  changes 
(such  as  a  new  address)  to  both  of  your 
workers,  if  you  have  different  workers 
for  G.A.  and  Food  Stamps  benefits. 
If  you  don't  report  to  both  workers, 
you  may  be  penalized. 

You  can  contest  any  discontinuance 
or  termination  from  G.A.  or  Food 
Stamps  in  a  fair  hearing.  If  you  have 
any  problems  with  these  benefits,  or 
would  like  more  information,  drop  by 
the  G.A.  Advocacy  Project  at  383 
Eddy  Street,  or  call  928-8191. 


New  to  you 

Second  Hand  Fashions  4 


St.  Anthony's  Thrift  Shop 
111  Golden  Gate  Ave. 

between  Jones  &  Leavenworth 
863-4512 
10  am-3  pm 

Come  in  for  our  weekly  specials. 


r 


BA  CAO  VE  V.EC  KH6NC  KY  THI 

Hoc  khu  Thong  nhat  San  Francisco  khong  ky  thi  ve  chung  t$c, 
mau  da,  quo'c  gia  go'c,  phai  (nam,  nil)  hoac  tang  tat  trong  cac 
chUong  trihh  gia* due  hi/dng  nghitjp  hoac  tap  viec  diMc  qui  dinh 
mot  each  nghiem  ehinh  chieu  De  muc  VI  cua  Luat  Dan  quyen 
nam  1964,  D<f  muc  IV  cua  Tu  chanh  ah  ve  Giao  due  nam  1972  va 
khoan  504  cua  Luat  Phue  hoi  nam  1973.  Ngoai  ra,  si)  khong 
thong  thao  anh  ngif  se  khong  la  mot  tr6  ngai  trong  vi£c  dUtfc 
nhan  vao  hoc  va  tham  gia  cac  chudng  trihh  gia'o  due  hu'Ong 
nghiej). 

Chi/dng  trihh  hi/ong  nghiep  gom  co  cac  mon:  Kinh  doanh,  nil 
cong  gia  chanh,  kinh  te  tieu  thy,  ky  thuat,  thUc  nghiep,  va  ky 

Cac  hoc  sinh,  phu  huynh  va  giam  ho  lien  he  den  nhiing  flieu 
khoan  nay  xin  lien  Ue  v6i: 

Dr.  Ted  Scourkes,  Title  IX  Coordinator 

135  Van  Ness  Avenue 

San  Francisco,  CA  94102  (41 5)  565-9427 
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THE  THIRD  WORLD 

I  hear  my  people  singing 

a  song, 
singing  a  song  with. words 

that  are  wrong. 
It's  the  most  foolish  song 

I  ever  heard, 
they  sing  of  a  world 

and  they  call  it 
the  third. 
Oh,  my  people  I  tell  you  in  truth 

that  there  are  only 

two  worlds 
in  which  you  can  live  —  the 
physical  world,  which  is 

this  world, 
and  the  spiritual  world 
that  comes  after  death. 

Where  is  this  third  world 
that  they  say  we 
live  in  and 
Where?  It's  in  the  mind. 
The  third  world  is 

a  state  of  mind 
a  prison  for  black  people, 

and  the  only  way  of 
escape  is  a  change 
of  mind. 

We  claim  to  be  the  original 

people. 
Nothing  that  is  original 

can  be  third, 
or  say  that  they  live 

in  a  third  world 
for  I  am  sure  that  you 
understand  that  three 
is  subject  to  one. 

Am  I  to  tell  my  daughter 

that  she  lives 
in  a  third  world? 
Am  I  to  tell  her  that  she 

is  Afrikan  and  that  she 
is  not  good  enough  to  live 

in  the  first  world 
But  that  she  must  live 

in  a  third  world, 
That  she  must  be  a  prisoner 

of  European  lies 

and  nigger  cowardice? 

I  am  Afrikan  and  I  have 

but  one  god  who  is 

an  Afrikan  god. 
My  daughter  is  an  Afrikan 

child  and  she  has  but 
one  father  who  is  Afrikan 

and  the  three  of  us 
live  in  the  first  world. 
We  are  not  a  third  world 

people 
We  are  a  first  world  people 

Yes  I  hear  my  people 
singing  a  song 
Singing  a  song  with  words 
that  are  wrong 

It's  the  most  foolish  song 

I  ever  heard 
They  sing  of  a  world 

and  they  call  it 
the  third. 

Bro  Layopo  Omowali  Lasana 


POETRY  &  PROSE 

Tenderloin  residents  are  encouraged  to  submit  tbeir 
work  to:  Poetry  and  Prose,  c/o  Robert  Volbrecbt,  146 
Leavenworth,  S.F.,  CA  94  J  02  by  the  15tb  of  each  month. 


ME  RCU  RIC  H  ROME 

What  is  pain  like? 

who  wants  to  imagine  having  to  be  a  boiled-up 
eel,  a  Martian,  contained? 

Take  a  look  at  my  foot.  It  is  struggling 
all  wild-bird,  it  has  no  nest.  The  toes 
only  calculate,  kneeling  eaglets. 

If  you  build  the  house  of  the  body 
don't  cage  its  antelopes. 

you're  going  to  see  stars 
laying  flat  down  there  on  the  rug. 

Storm  breaks  an  arm 

twisting  the  process  of  a  decent  kind 

of  knitting  or  carrying  wood. 

And  this  cold  stream 
which  is  dark 

red  in  a  furnace  of  coals,  something  is  dead. 

You  get  so  much  worse,  first.  Is  your  mind  coming  about 

in  the  shoals  of  summer?  Wise  wind,  you  can  always  feel  it. 

Some  can  have  insanity 

with  its  holy  oils 

of  commitment— refusal,  then, 

about  as  chartered  as  stupid  people 

runningthe  world 

Alice  Olds  Ellingson 

REALIZATION 

In  my  younger  years  I  crisscrossed  this  country  three, 
maybe  four  times.  Looking  back,  it  seems  that  where  I 
wasn't  was  always  more  appealing  to  me  than  where  I 
was.  It's  this  kind  of  thought  process  that  keeps  the 
drifter,  driftin',  so  to  speak.  And  so  it  was  with  me. 

Great!  Time  passes,  I  travel,  I  age,  I  tire,  yet  still  I  travel! 
More  time  passes,  more  age,  more  travel,  more  tired! 
Suddenly,  I'm  feeling  old!  I'm  thirty  and  old!  Old  and 
tired,  no,  not  tired,  exhausted!  Thirty,  old,  and  exhausted! 
Wow! 


I'm  being  attacked  by  these  feelings  while  sitting  by  a 
not  so  well  travelled  highway  under  an  unforgiving 
Arizona  sun.  It  was  so  still,  nothing  moved,  certainly 
.iot  me!  I  was  three-quarters  shot  from  heat  exhaustion! 
Believe  me,  the  only  thing  dancing  in  this  scene,  was 
the  horizon  in  the  distance! 

There  weren't  any  birds  in  the  sky  that  day,  no  cattle, 
and  no  cars  either.  They  were,  it  seems,  a  bit  brighter 
than  me.  They  weren't  chancing  to  die  out  in  the  middle 
of  some  bloody  desert  that  they  didn't  even  know  the 
name  of,  now  were  they?  'How  stupid!'  I  thought. 

I  was  in  the  middle  of  that  process  known  as  situational 
meditation'  when  all  at  once  my  meditating  begat  anger, 
and  anger,  realization!  All  of  this  was  no  longer  fun! 
And  it  hadn't  been  for  a  long  time!  No  longer  thrilling 
or  adventurous,  not  for  a  long  time!  All  this  was  insane! 

Somehow  I  managed  to  survive  that  day  and  woke  up 
the  next  with  a  bit  more  than  just  exhaustion!  If  you 
know  what  I  mean? 
Warren  D.  Eastman 
©  1987 


A  woman  likes  to  pretend  that  she's  a  little  gold  fish 

Pope  —  promises  eternal  happiness  after  death. 

emperor  —  rules  over  people  on  earth. 

devil  —  tempts  people  with  happiness  during  their  lives, 
in  their  lifetime. 

general  —  needs  people  for  target  practice. 

communist  —  locks  up  people  in  jail,  binds  with  chains, 
trees,  birds,  cities,  rivers.  Bars  the  sky  with  con- 
certina wire,  puts  air  behind  steel  grates  so  that 
people  cannot  breathe  freely,  suspects  the  moon  of 
collaboration  with  foreign  intelligence,  is  chagrined 
that  he  cannot  terrorize  the  human  spirit  with  bon- 
dage, will  convince  anyone  that  the  execution  is 
for  their  own  good,  should  you  attempt  to  file 
through  your  chains,  he  is  the  one  to  execute  you. 

capitalist  —  will  sell  you  a  piece  of  bread  or  moon,  or 
river  or  freedom,  should  you  have  no  money,  he 
will  settle  for  your  blood,  and  once  you  are  drained 
to  the  last  drop  and  he  has  no  more  use  for  you,  he 
will  throw  you  on  the  street,  you  will  no  longer  be 
useful  should  you  even  try  to  sell  your  soul  he  will 
no  longer  have  need  of  it.  He  will  convince  you 
that  you  are  lazy,  that  you  are  to  be  blamed  for  your 
poverty.  Should  you  remind  him  of  all  the  years, 
demand  payment  for  your  blood,  you  will  be  shot. 

merchant  —  he  will  praise  his  wares  all  day,  will  give 
you  no  peace  until  you  buy  something,  will  bother 
you  when  you  are  reading  a  paper  or  books,  watch- 
ing t. v.  or  listening  to  the  radio;  you  will  go  crazy 
unless  you  buy  regardless  of  use  or  need. 

banker  —  will  accept  any  amount  of  your  hard  earned 
money,  at  night  he  will  dream  up  best  ways  to 
utilize  it,  will  sell  his  soul  for  the  secrets  of  white 
and  black  magic,  in  his  thoughts  he  wills  an  answer 
to  his  worries— each  silver  piece  is  a  second  of  life 
and  joy. 

worker  —  a  two  legged  animal  that  feeds  with  hands 
gnarled  like  roots,  a  face  reminiscent  of  spider  webs 
in  the  corners  of  emperor's  halls. 

peasant  —  a  two  legged  animal  that  tills  the  soil,  feeds 
(all  of)  the  above,  works  as  hard  as  a  draft  animal. 

homeland  —  a  place  in  which  to  fear  people  in  suits  and 
uniforms,  shiny  shoes  and  bright  teeth 

man  —  a  slave  who  works  to  sustain  life,  thanks  to 
whom  ancient  civilizations  evolved;  at  present  the 
slave  may  determine  who  will  own  him,  which  is 
the  essential  difference  between  now  and  antiquity. 

culture  —  it  is  difficult  to  determine  the  meaning  of  this 
word  at  present;  surely  it  differs  from  its  meaning 
in  the  past. 

pseudoculture  —  terrorization  of  socities  by  the  most 
popular  pornography,  scandal  and  gossip  sheets, 
religious  press,  books  written  by  housewives,  films 
produced  by  bankers,  and  reviews  written  by 
merchants. 

progress  —  exist  at  present  because  of  the  arms  race 
between  the  communists  and  capitalists. 

poet  —  a  child  who  asks  questions  of  adults  and  de- 
mands answers,  writes  on  pages  of  his  memory  with 
tiny  letters,  is  disliked  by  both  capitalists  and 
communists  who  would  gladly  choke  him  with  bare 
hands;  pope,  emperor,  general,  banker  and  mer- 
chant are  not  interested  in  ventures  without  profit; 
workers  and  peasants  have  no  time  for  reading 
poetry  (they  work  the  whole  day) 

unemployed  —  an  animal  that  eats  for  free;  a  govern- 
ment commission  calculated  that  an  animal  produces 
turds  of  average  size  which  cost  them  $1.78;  at 
present,  another  commission  is  seeking  ways  of 
reducing  the  cost  of  turds  of  the  animal. 

earth  —  a  planet  in  the  solar  system  where  above 
mentioned  beings  exist;  it  is  not  known  exactly 
where  they  come  from,  only  the  poet  knows,  but  he 
ain't  talkin'. 

Adam  Lizakowski 
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OACK  VfxtZ  AND  VINTAGE 
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ttJUGHT  t  SOLD 
131  WtthiN  Sr.  SAW  TONusto 
CALIF  f*IOr)  Mont.  444  7  7/7 


From  $250  per  month: 


private  furnished  rooms 
downtown  location 
commuter  connections 
snack  canteen 
2  spacious  lounges 
(smoking  &.  non-smoking) 
sun  deck*  laundry  facilities 
option  to  participate  in 
management  process 
active  Tenants'  Association 
low  security  deposit  ($  1 05) 


For  a  low  additional  cost,  weekly  maid  and  daily  meal 
services  are  also  available. 

Civic  Center  Residence 
44  McAllister  St.  431-2870 

Owned  &  Operated  by  TN DC,  a  non-profit  corporation 
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Plight  of  S.  Africa's 
Children  Brought 
To  the  Tenderloin 

by  Ron  Holladay 

wn  a  presentation  last  month  about 
I  South  Africa  at  the  509  Cultural 
^Center  on  Ellis  Street,  Tenderloin 
resident  Johnnie  Stevens  of  the  Winnie 
and  Nelson  Mandela  Free  the  Children 
Campaign  revealed  a  startling  statistic. 
"Over  10,000  kids  have  been  impri- 
soned since  the  1984  State  of  Emer- 
gency," he  said. 

Stevens  spoke  after  showing  a  video 
of  interviews  with  leaders  of  the  Afri- 
can National  Congress,  such  as  Oliver 
Tambo.  The  ANC  is  trying  to  put  an 
end  to  the  South  African  racial  segre- 
gation system  called  apartheid. 

The  presentation  was  part  of  the 
larger  Free  the  Children  campaign, 
which  aims  to  increase  American  aware- 
ness of  the  plight  of  children  in  South 
Africa. 

Stevens  was  also  instrumental  in 
coming  up  with  a  bus  billboard  about 
the  plight  of  children  in  South  Africa 
posted  on  300  A.C.  Transit  buses  in 
July  of  this  year. 

In  response  to  the  billboard,  dozens 
of  contributors  and  endorsers  have 
joined  in  the  campaign's  efforts. 

A  long-time  anti-apartheid  activist, 
Stevens  said  the  idea  behind  the  South 
African  government's  imprisonment  of 
children  is  "terrorize  the  children  and 
you  terrorize  the  parents." 

A  spirited  discussion  followed  the 
presentation,  with  members  of  the  au- 
dience comparing  racism  in  the  U.S. 
with  apartheid  in  South  Africa. 

The  next  phase  of  the  campaign, 
said  Stevens,  is  to  raise  $3200  to  post 
the  message  about  South  African  chil- 
dren on  San  Francisco  Muni  buses  and 
street  cars,  with  the  goal  of  reaching 
940,000  people  a  day. 

Among  the  endorsers  of  the  cam- 
paign are  Wilson  Riles  of  the  Oakland 
City  Council,  author  Alice  Walker 
and  Rev.  Chuck  Lewis  of  the  SF  Night 
Ministry. 

Stevens  urged  anyone  with  questions 
or  contributions  to  contact  Free  the 
Children,  2489  Mission  Street,  #28, 
San  Francisco,  CA  94110,  or  call  821- 
6545. 

Planned  Parenthood  Moves 
Next  Door 

Planned  Parenthood  has  moved  into 
a  Civic  Center  clinic  at  Eddy  and  Van 
Ness  where  they  offer  tests  for  sexually 
transmitted  diseases,  birth  control 
counseling,  and  abortions.  In  the  next 
few  months  they  plan  to  offer  AIDS 
testing  there  as  well . 

Currently  AIDS  tests  are  available 
at  Planned  Parenthood's  Financial 
District  clinic  at  582  Market.  The 
AIDS  antibody  test  costs  $45  and  in- 
cludes individual  education  and  coun- 


seling. 

"Education  is  currently  the  best 
weapon  we  have  for  fighting  this  dead- 
ly disease,"  says  Planned  Parenthood 
Director  Mary  Luke.  "We  are  helping 


people  learn  they  need  to  change  cer- 
tain sexual  and  drug-related  behavior 
in  order  to  protect  themselves  from 
the  virus." 
The  AIDS  antibody  test  can  be 


arranged  by  calling  982-0707.  Civic 
Center  appointments  can  be  booked  by 
calling  441-5454.  Both  men  and  women 
may  be  served  at  Planned  Parenthood 
clinics. 


Till  AFFORDABLE  MAIL  SI  RVICL      AND  DEPENDABLE' 


SECURE,  ULTRA  CONFIDENTIAL 

CHECK  YOUR  MAIL  FREE  BY  PHONE! 


It  is  our  business  to  assure  that  your  mail  is  your  business  alone. 

Continental  Mail  Co. 

537  JONES  ST.  (at  GEARY) 
SAN  FRANCISCO,  CA  94102 
MAILBOXES  FOR  RENT 


SPECIAL  STARTUP  RATES 
WITH  FIRST  TWO  MONTHS 
FREE 

3  months  $3  or  $1  per  month 
5  months  $8  or  $1.60  per  month 
8  months  $15  or  $1.88  per  mo. 
14  months  $26  or  $1.86  per  mo. 


WHY  PAY  MORE  FOR  LESS?  COMPARE! 

GOVERNMENT  CHECKS  CASHED  FOR 
MAIL  CLIENTS  (BY  APPOINTMENT) 
SOCIAL  SECURITY  AND  SSI  CLIENTS 
WELCOME! 


Bay  Area  Mail 
Service  leader  since 
1969. 

************** 

3  CASH  PRIZES  WEEKLY! 
FREE  MAIL  FORWARDING 

Get  your  mail  early! 


FOR  FULL  DETAILS,  PHONE: 
885-9555(1  PM-7PM) 
885-4123  (24  HOURS) 

EARLY  MAIL-OPEN  10  AM-7PM 


Early  Mail      Open  10  am  -  7  pin 
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It  was  a  full  house  in  September  during  the  Cambodian  community's  Prachum  Ben  festival.  By  making  an  offering  to  the 
monks,  the  Cambodians  honored  their  dead  relatives  and  assured  themselves  of  good  luck. 
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Over  150  new  voters  were  signed  up  last  month  by  members  of  Asian  Community 
Enterprises  at  a  festive  table  on  Eddy  Street. 
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eivinu^ayiTTBS^nntei^nnw  on 


ill' 


•         .  IX* 

uci^Tou:  iwi)U3u  ajjuna  aat  u^sn  e)r«u 

I  X' 

8sunu*)»netij3n7Q3*),  srog 

X-  "  '  X*  I 

i2nis§oiJnuunoiit5tjfici  mS^un. 
u3j^afinwnciTnaono§n.^w  df.^n3 
i  SiiJciwnuSs^^nsfi  3 1  Da  ^)an  d 
Tu^iJsfl  1960s  IciiSnun^uo^) 
TiKRsaiuaaSi  509  uaoa^  "iciej 
mnwuaid  ocitcisil,  ^nnj|n£jsd 
s^^TJitln^Qij  itrtuiRaasnnnjj^. 

»  X-     I     I  " 

iuwn§c\3jnu  i33j©^?n^3n^tnij, 
anotcil?Jin§o  1  Banana*?  u3 1 967 

1     x-  1        9  ■        ^  1  ' 

1 33£l§u£Jnu  1  £ruj©3^  1  stinnidtn 
us3o  tJnsran^n^ijndiB^^anii. 

I  C'  X»       X'  *  _ 

Tnnu  -oQiosaJ  i5ncio£jaonu  i^n 

X»  I  *  X»  X' 

iSncrpj  "S3£j  miB^^ano  *Jnu 


aniisnonyliJuajn^iJtmjnsfiSjIiJ 

X*  I 

CTI3UXID-"  b     ,  , 
i^uuuon  wnu  oci  icisil 

muu  usinsJnn,  1  {timnut^n  1 3nri 
canu ,  3naud^  1  mcianoOTJCimnunn 
ana  1  ifojon  1  &iwnuwciSiiQ  uasB 
eioniJ^^ciiniJ^wrinimwtlTnrtHSiJ 
ssn^nouTLiunu. 

usriuTanyeimliJ  1  OnsiiBu ,  uuu 
5w t'S^i ( B? n j  3^uw3n3£j 
d^wau  1  ffiu  1  Sa^£j ,  1  sn  1  injduan, 

*  7  x»  I        X'  x»  *" 

dt5Ss£nci;i£jaonufi)jfi  S'fcidaiJ 

X'  X' 

an  1  TOJSLlunjj  1  cius3*i  1  sn  1  Vi§n 
Tnanmnrtny  1  tfuSw^SuunuianyC 
swt^iisncSniSjsiJd  uat^Viici 


I  X'  1  x'  1 

Stay mTOuunn^j^jj  uciunuoBL) 
^nuncivfdd§u£lnijstci  -  imwnTui 
1  sn  1  inaos^ciua  trnj^utana . 
wngSuuci  muu^suS,  TciMnan 
^n£jw3£^n£jun38Spu  1  ay'fci  1  mi 
unuinas3n.uuiru5te.  ano  1  mi 

in  ua^s  1  sbuoiwnuuauCfns^n, 
cioyaonuania^i.  ano^^^S 

X»  X' w  1 

un£jTuian^n£JW3£j  sa^anoS^in 
"  iuujli  ?  auSjuuuiRjnus^^uij , 

X'         I  Ik/ 

TjnonwomsnSn^Jwu  anfii^tsti 
uuuftsoriijwomsnijuuao . " 
mnw  ocitcisiJ  ViTci^iBon  "fin 

"  IX'  •  x» 

lainJf.itncicannpno  Sioumci^y 
aonuanaDuat;i^3JW7J^udt;gnu 

X«  X'^  1  1 

^nauciosasjifHutrti'].  "uca  an 

X«       X»  I       x»  x-  X' 

anuTci  ignuniJii^wmjciBuao " . 


I  IX' 

*  9    (Sep)   5u3  5,  £Jn 

uuut;SS3J  it  at        may  »t3w 
SBu^ttatS^slsn^niingnvian^v):' 
tci^ciSSvinuun^u  5nunQ?w 

'  7       7  1  '    '  ci 

i3tislaa^s3Jis:33jTTjnjs3gi3u  v\ 
t Jfeau^iwstu  Buaattififi 
ttsnawan  juTanajawmnaiJ  1  5uj  t  S 
afi£jNtdsoutuwt:unwnujjn .  sTw 

X' 

Baonuslrnna3Cinnat:3jnwciO£j . 

I  X*       X/  X' 

*  TutSftjjiiaoBjj,  s"njjsnti53n 

VI  x-  ^ 

t  ^  1  gsjTwau  1  5uj  1  fiaa£jua  tcauu^ 

1     k.  ?  1 

1  gugn  £jTuci  ?  0  ^finuCcidn  nu 
hi  Twaiianjiia^awsiiJWiwnt^n 

X'  I         X-        X'  ^ 

1  sn  1  in  1  Sn'tdui  1  snSu  1  wuw  1  sn 
ds^iuSiis ? n.  1  sn  t  in .  3nau^na 

313,   lH33JlianS3^)53jS  191C13)J 

1  gutttnu  1 3 ,  ttniannusninsstetu 
^jJsuSis^iinsfijjA  t]Bu  nsas. 

*  ICl^Wl^LlllWUlS  W  27, 

anoTw  t  wu  1  ciasainirajJunriLinsj 

■  1 
Idmso nn wTtnej  iwsslaaniju^an 

Scudntn  5ows§u  tB^ns^uawci. 
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4  *  GAIN"  Co  Nghia  La  Ngudi  Nhan  AFDC  Phai  Di  Hpc  Hay  Di  Lam 


Mitzi  M.  Waltz 

Thang  vu'a  qua,  Hoi  -Dong 
Quan  Tri  San  Francisco  da 
tru'ng  dung  mot  ke  hoach  da 
hoan  tat^  cho  "Gain,"  mot  cai 
each  tien  tro*  cap  da  dude 
quoc  hdi  tieu  bang  California 
thong  qua  nam  85. 

Ke  hoach  do  f  dang  du'a 
len  chinh  phu  tieu  bang  de 
thong  qua  su'  phe  chuan  cuoi 
cung  roi  se  Ung  dung  vao  dau 
nam  tdi . 

Can  cri  vao  chu'o'ng  trinh 
do,  nhuYig  ngudi  nhan  AFDC 
phai  dang  ky  huan  nghe,  tim 
viec,  va  trong  vai  tru'dng 
hop,  hp  phai  lam  nhung  cong 
viec  phuc  vu  cong  dong  quyet^ 
dinh  bdi  worker  cua  hp  de 
tiep  tuc  nhan  trd  cap. 

"Gain"  da  gay  nhieu  su 
tranh  luan.  Co  tu'dng  truhg 
cho  mot  su'  thay  d6'i  ldn  lao 
cua  dudng  loi  cong  cong  vi 
chiidng  trinh  do  yeu  cau 
nhUng  cha  me  khong  vd  hoac 
chong  co  con  tren  6  tud'i 
phai  di  ra  ngoai  lam  viec. 

Nhifhg  ngu'di  benh  yu'c 
quyen  tro*  cap  chi  trich 
"Gain"  la  mot  chdohg  trinh 
ep  buoc  ngUo'i  ta  phai  lam 
nhUng  cong  viec  vdi  tien 
lUo'ng  thap  va  khong  cb  tub'ng 
lai  de  dddc  nhan  tien  tro* 
cap. 

Nhu*ng  giam  doc  ke  hoach 
"Gain"  cua  San  Francisco  cho 
So'  Phuc  Vu  Xa  Hoi,  Ken 
Thorland,  phan  doi:  "toi 
nghi  rang  trong  thdi  gian 
qua — co  the  tu"  tru'dc  den 
gid — 'Gain'  la  mot  co"  hoi 
tot  nhat  cho  nhuYig  ngifdi 
nhan  tien  trd  cap." 

Gan  nhu"  tat  ca  ngudi  ma 
co  lien  quan  den  "Gain"  deu 
cho  rang  viec  git?  tre  la 
dieu  hifu  ich  nhat  va  cuhg  la 


Nhtfhg  ngu'di  ty  nan  dang  hoc  Anh  van  6  YMCA  nay  la  trong  so  nhifng  ngu'di  se  bi 
anh  hud'ng  bo'i  chuong  trinh  "GAIN." 

These  refugees  currently  studying  English  at  the  YMCA  will  be  among  those 
affected  by  the  GAIN  program. 


dieu  co  kho  khan  nhieu  nhat. 
chi  phi  vai  trieu  do-la  dupe 
de  ra  de  phat  trien  va  tai 
tro  nhuhg  trung  tarn  giii  tre 
mien  phi  cho  so  tre  em 
khoang  3.087  (theo  u'dc  tinh) 
ma  nhifng  ngu'di  nhan  trd  cap 
se  can  vao  nhifng  luc  ho  du'o'c 
huan  nghe. 

Lynn  Bratcher,  mot 
ngu'di  me  cua  hai  diia  con  o" 
vung  Tenderloin  va  dang  lanh 
trd  cap,  noi:  "Ldi  ich  duy 
nhat  (cua  "Gain"^  a<5i  vo'i 
toi  la  viec  giu  tre." 

Theo  loi  Martha 

Roditti,  giam  ddc  hanh  chanh 
cua  Hoi  Thieu  Nhi,  hien  gid 
khong  dii  cho  Se  dap  ung  nhu 
cau  cho  chu'o'ng  trinh  gitf  tre 
cua  "Gain,"  va  nhUng  cha  me 
khong  vd  hoac  ^  chong  khong 
the  di  hoc  nghe  hay  di  lam 
khi  khong  co  ngu'di  giu'  tre 
cho  ho. 

Nhuhg  _  ngu'di  benh  vuc 
quyen  tro'  cap  cuhg  trach  van 


Chuong  Trinh  'GAIN' 


Tat  ca  nhu'ng  ngu'o'i  nhan 
AFDC  ma  co  con  nhd  nhat  tu  6 
tuoi  tro"  len  deu  phai  tham 
du  vao  "Gain,"  tru"  khi  ho 
thuoc  dien  ngu'di  gia  hoac 
du'o'c  mieh  bdi  nhJhg  trufo'ng 
hdp  d^c  biet  nhu"  tan  phe 
hoac  tinh  trang  gia  dinh. 
Cha  me  co  con  du"di  6  tuoi 
cung  dUo'c  khuyen  khich. 

Ngufdi  tham  t  dif  vao 
"Gain"  se  du'dc  ti^p  tuc  nhan 
tro  c§p,  f  ood )  stamps,  va 
Medi-Cal  co  the  len  den  2 
nam  trong  khi  huan  nghe  hoac 
tim  viec,  va  du'dc  nhuhg  dich 
vu  giii  tre  va  giao  thong 
mien  phi  neu  can. 

Than  chu  "Gain"  va 
worker  cua  hp  se  thao  luan 
va  ky  mot  ban  hiep  u'dc  de 
lap  ra  mot  chu'dng  trinh  huan 
nghe  va  tim  viec  de'  phu  hdp 
voi  than  chu. 

than  chu  co  the  dang  ky 
hoc  _  Anh  van  n4u  can.  NhUng 
ngudi  khong  c£n  hoc  ESL  hoac 
da  ngu"ng  viec  dUdi  2  nam  thi 
phai  di  tim  viec  vai  tuan. 
Nhiing  ngudi  da  ngu'ng  viec 
tren  2  nam  thi  se  den  nhung 
"job  club"  de  6n  lai  each 
xin  viec.  Con  nhung  ngu'di  da 
lanh  tien  trd  cap  tren  2  lan 


trong  vdng  3  nam  qua  se  du'dc 
mien  xin  viec  va  se  du'o'c  gap 
ngu'o'i  hifdng  dan  (counselor) 
Qe  giup  "  hp  chon  mot  chu'dng 
trinh  huan  nghe. 

Neu  sau  vai  tuan  ma  van 
chu'a  tim  du'dc  viec,  than  chu 
se  #  du'o'c  chon  ^hubng  trinh 
huan  nghe  ma  rat  da  dang  va 
co  the  can  ,den  2  nam.  Con 
sau  khi  huSn  nghe  ma  van 
khong  tim  du'dc  viec,  thi  hp 
se  dUdc  lam  nhuYig  cong  viec 
phuc  vu  cong  dong  mot  nam, 
va  ddp'c^  tra  khoang  $5  mot 
gid.  Tien  tro"  cap  se  bi  giam 
xuong.  Sau  do  hp  co  the  tro" 
lai  vdi  chu'o'ng  trinh  huan 
nghe  hoac  giao  ,duc.  Nhifng 
ngu'di  nh£n  tro'  cap  ma  khong 
tham    du    vao    nhuhg  chu*ong 

trinh  giao  due,  huan  nghe, 
hoac  tim  viec  se  bi  ngUng 
trd  cap  ho§c  bi  du*a  qua 
chUo'ng  trinh  "quan  ly  tien 
bac"  ("money  management"), 
tu;c  la  So  Phuc  vu  Xa  Hoi 
(Department  of  Social 
Services)  se  giu"  lai  tat  ca 
tien  va  tra  gium  cac  chi  phi 
cua  ho  true  ti4p.  Trong  tai 
doc  lap  se  dupe  mdi  din  de 
lam  trung  gian  cho  viec  ban 
luan  gitfa  than  chu  va 
worker . 


viec  huan  nghe  co  phai  la 
mot  giai  phap  thiet  thUc  hay 
khong  khi  nan  that  nghiep 
cao  nhU  vay.  Va  hp  noi  nhUng 
ngUdi  nhan  trd  cip  se  bi  ep 
bupc  lam  nhJng  viec  it  tien 
va  khong  tu'dng  lai . 

Theo  chu'dng  trinh 
"Gain,"  nhiing  ngUdi  la"hh  trd 
cap  s<s  dddc  tiep  tuc  nhan 
trd  cap  vdi  so  tien  it  hdn 
so  vdi  tru'dc  trong  4  thang 
dau  sau  khi  hp  co  viec  lam. 
Nhifng  sau  do  tien  AFDC  cuhg 
nhu*  Medi-Cal  se  bi  cat,  do 
la  mot  dieu  kho  khan  cho  mot 
so  ngu'di  vi  so  tien  hp  lam 
se  kho  mar  bang  so  ti§n  hp 
nhan  trd  cap. 

Mot  ngu'di  me  ma  co  2 
con  phai  lam  mot  gia  tu*  $7 
den  $8  thi  kinh  te  gia  dinh 
md'i  ngang  hang  vo'i  luc  nhan 
trd  cap  vi  con  phai  tra  tien 
bao  hiem  y  te  va  tie^n  giu' 
tre.  "Vdi  mi/c  thu  nhap  do, 
mot  ngudi    me    vdi    4    du'a  con 


thi  tinh  hinh  kinh  te  se  con 
te  hdn  tru'dc  nu"a , "  Barbara 
Nabo^rs-Glass  cua  Ke  Hoach 
Quyen  Thu  Nhap  tai 
Tenderloin  noi  nhu"  vay. 

NgUdi  ty  nan  lanh  AFDC 
cung  se  bi  dda  qua  chu'o'ng 
trinh  "Gain."  Nhieu  ngu'di  ty 
nan  chu'a  tung  nghe  den 
"Gain"  vi  ke  hoach  do  chu'a 
dup'c  dich  tir  tieng  Anh  sang 
ngon  ngu  nao  ca.  con  nhuVig 
ngu'o'i  co  bi4t  ve  "Gain"  thi 
hp  co  nhu'ng  phan  u'ng  rat  mau 
thuah. 

Trinh  Thieu  Linh,  ngu'o'i 
ty^an  23  tuoi  ma  dang  hpc 
tieng  Anh  tai  YMCA,  noi: 
"Toi  muon  hpc  them  tieng  Anh 
de  lam  mot  vifc  kha  hdn,  co 
the  la  ve  dien  toan."  Co  e 
rang  neu  khong  trau  gidi 
them  tieng  Anh  trong  mot 
thdi  gian  ngan  thi  co  the  co 
bi  "Gain"  ep  bupc^  lam  nhu'ng 
"cong  viec  khong  tot." 


Mot  hoc  sinh  khac ,  Tran 
My,  61  tuo'i,  cuhg  lo  khong 
biet  ngu'di  ta  co  mu'o'n  ong 
hay  khong.  Ong  noi:  "6  day, 
toi  khong  biet  cb  the  lam 
cong  viec  gi.  Tieng  Anh  toi 
cuhg  khong  gioi."  Ong  My  co 
14  ngu'di  con,  va  vd  ong  bi 
tan  tat.  Ong  khong  biet 
"Gain"  se  co  anh  huong  gi 
doi  vo'i  gia  dinh  ong. 

Con  nhung  ngUdi  hpc 
sinh  khac  d"  YMCA  rat  phan 
khdi  vdi  chu'o'ng  trinh  "Gain" 
vi  hp  se  co  nhieu  thdi  gian 
hdn  de  hpc  tieng  Anh  va  hpc 
nghe  so  vdi  chu'dng  trinh  trd 
cap  cho  ngu'di  ty,  nan  hien 
gid. 


Nha  Hang  Y  Cua  Nhiing 
Anh  Em  Viet  Nam 


Quyen  Quoc  Tiet 

Ngoai  Tenderloin  ra,  d 
dau  ma  anh  co^  the  tim  di/p'c 
mot  nha  hang  Y  md  bdi  ngu'di 
Hoa  tu  Viet  Nam?  That  su  chu 
cua  nha  hang  Y  "Nam  Anh  Em" 
("Five  brothers")  la  b6n  anh 
em — Sam,  Tom,  John  va  Wilson 
Ho — cong  vdi  cha  ma  dup'c  gpi 
la  "Big  Howard"  bdi  nhung 
ngu'o'i  con. 

Nha  hang  ban  diem  tarn, 
cdm  trifa  va  co'm  chieu  nay 
tuy  mdi  khai  trudng^  co  hai 
thang  ma  da  dddc  nhieu  khach 
hang  "trung  thanh"  nhu'  hai 
ngu'di  d  thanh  pho  khac , 
Sarah  va  Rah,  ma  da  viet  mpt 
la  thd:  "Bay  gid,  chung  toi 
cam  thay  nhu'  co  mpt  gia  dinh 
tai  San  Francisco  nay  va  cac 
ban    la    nhu^g   ngddi    'anh  em 

y'!     than    thien    nhat  T6i 

mong  rang  cac  ban  khong  biet 
cac  mon  an  cua  cac  ban  qua 
re . " 

Gia  dinh  hp  Ho  tru'dc  d 
Sai  gon,  da  vifp't  bien  va  den 
Rhode    Island    vao   nam  1981. 


"Big  Howard"  than:  "Trdi  o'i , 
a  do  lanh  qua!"  6ng  giai 
thich  ly  do  gia  dinh  ong  d 
do  co  sau  thang  da  phai  don 
den  San  Francisco  nay,  ndi 
ma  cac  thanh  vien  cua  gia 
dinh  ong  da  "man"  du  thu 
cong  viec  va  vai  ngu'di  con 
cuhg  vda  hpc  viia  lam.  Sam  va 
John  da  lam  cho  mpt  nha  hang 
Y  trong  Tenderloin,  Little 
Henry's,  tren  k  nam. 

Sau  nSm  nam  miet  mai^ 
gia  dinh  ong  gom  gop  lai  so 
tien  danh  dum  de  md  nha  hang 
nay  —  lan  dau  tien  tif  lam  chu 
tren  dat  My.  Tai  sao  la  nha 
hang  Y?  "Trong  vung  nay  da 
co  qua  nhieu  nha  hang  Viet 
Nam  va  nha  hang  Hoa,"  Howard 
giai  thich  nhu'  vay.  "Chung 
toi  khong  muon  canh  tranh 
vdi  hp." 

Trong  thiic  do'n  c6  nhieu 
mon  "pasta"  (mi)  cho  cdm 
chieu,  gom  co  "pasta  al 
pesto,"  "lasagna"  va 

"spaghetti. " 
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Tet  Trung  Thu 
Tai  Tenderloin 

Ngay  hoi  Tet  Trung  Thu 
se  du'dc  to  chu'c  vao  thu*  Tl", 
ngay  7  thang  10  tu  5:30  den 
9:30  tai  cong  vien 
Boeddeker,  du'dc  tai  ^tro"  bdi 
Trung  Tarn  Thanh  Thilu  Nien 
Viet  Nam  va  Lien  H6i  Bac 
Market.  Hoan  nghinh  su  gdp 
mat  cua  tat  ca  cac  em. 
Chu*dng  trinh  gom  co  cac  trb 
cho'i,  van  nghe ,  mua  lan,  an 
banh  trung  thu  va  rifdc  den.^ 
Co  Phan  t  Hong  Khanh  se  ke 
chuyen  Tet  Trung  Thu.  Se  co 
mot  giai  thu*dng  cho  em  hat 
hay  nhat.  Mu<5n  biet  them  chi 
tiet,  hay  goi  co  Tho  so 
771-2600  hay  co  Khanh  so 
474-2164. 

Ngufdi  Viet  Dang 
Ky  Bau  Ctf 

Vo'i  la  co"  My  a  phia 
sau,  mot  so  thanh  vien  cua 
Mau  Dich  Cong  -Dong  A  chau 
(ACE)  dai  c'a  phe  va  "donut" 
tren  mot  cai  ban  tru'dc  Khach 
San  Cadillac  hoi  thang  vJa 
qua  de  thu  hut  ngu'di  -Dong 
Nam  A  den  dang  ky  bau  cu". 
Thudng  gia  trong  vung 
Tenderloin,  ong  Ngo  Ngoc 
Hiep  n6i  rang  ong  rat  hai 
long  vdi  ket  qua  ngay  horn 
do — tren  120  ngu'di  lan  dau 
tien  den  dang  ky.  Co  vai 
ngu'di  can  su"  khang  dinh  rang 
ho  vari  co  the'  ti£p  tuc  nhan 
trd  cap  thl  ho  mdi  chiu  dang 
ky  bau  cu*,  ong  noi  nhu  vay. 
Ngoai  t  ACE  ra ,  Uy  Ban  Giao 
Due  Cd  Tri  Hoa  My,  nghi  si 
Milton  Marks  va  gia'm  doc 
Thomas  Hsieh  cuhg  cuhg  phu 
giup  cho  buoi  dang  ky. 


Luat  Moi  Co  The  Tao  Viec 
Nha  Cifa  Duoc  De  Dang  Hon 

i. 


Vdi  flao  luat  mdi  nay,  nhJng  gia  dinh  ty  nan  qua  so  ngu'di  gidi  han  khdng  con  so" 
nua. 

Many  refugee  families  who  previously  exceeded  occupancy  limits  will  no  longer 
face  eviction  under  the  new  law. 


Laurence  Uebersfeld  va  Sophath  Pak 

Mot  tin   mu'ng   cho  nhuhg 
gia  dinh  co  con  nho  ma  khong 
tim  diidc   nhu'ng  chu  nha  chiu 
cho   ho   mu'dn.    Thang   vua  qua 
Hoi  -Bo~ng  Quan    Tri   da  thong 
qua    mot    dao    luat    nghiem  cam 
cac  chu  pho  duoi  hoac  tu  choi 
cho   nhung  gia    dinh   co  con 
nho  mu'dn   nha.   -Do   la   mot  su* 
thay  d6'i  quan  trong  cua  luat 
nha  dat  n£n   tre   em  dudi  sau 
tuoi    khong  _duo*c    tinh  la  mot 
dau  ngu'di  nu'a. 

Tru'dc  day  nhung  ddn  vi 
chung  cu'  (studio)  chi  du'dc  o 
ba  ngUdi  thoi.  Hien  gid  mot 
c5p  vd  chong  voi  bit  cU  bao 
nhieu  dJa  con  dUdi  6  tu6i 
cuhg  la  hdp  1|  het. 

Luat  mdi  nay  cuhg  gia 
tang  su'  triing  phat  dan  su 
hoac    hinh    su   doi    vo'i  nhUng 


chu  pho  ky  thi.  No  ngan  can 
nhuhg  dieu  le  do  chu  ph6  dat 
ra  de  gidi  han  so  ngddi  ho§c 
tang  tien  thue  doi  vdi  nhUng 
gia  dinh  co  tre  em. 

Ngu'di  bi  ky  thi  khong 
can  len  toa  de  bao  ve  quyen 
ldi  cua  rninh  ma  co  the'  den 
Uy  Hoi  Nhan  Quyen  de  du'dc 
giup  dd  nhanh  chong  va  mien 
phi.^  Uy  Hoi  nay  du'dc  ban 
quyen  dieu  tra  va  giai  quyet 
nhung  khieu  nai  ky  thi  ve 
van  de  thue  mu'dn  va  du'dc 
quyen  ra  lenh  khong  cho  cac 
chu^  ph6  ky  thi  va  b6i  thuong 
nhung  ton  that  do  su  ky  thi 
gay  ra. 

■Doi  voi  bat  cu'  van  de  ky 
thi  gi  ve  viec  thue  mu'dn  nha 
cua,  hay  goi  Uy  Hoi  Nhan 
Quyen  (Human  Rights 

Commission),  so  558-4901. 


Thudng  Gia  A  Chau  Nhom  Lai  Giup 
Ngudi  Buon  Ban  Trong  Vung 


Pete  Childress 

Tuy  that  su*  co  rat 
nhieu  cua  tiem  mdi  cua  ngu'di 
A  Chau  trong  Tenderloin, 
nhdng  dieu  do  de~  gay  mot  an 
tUdng  cho  nhieu  ngu'di  nghf 
rang  mot  ngUdi  di  dan  mdi 
den  day  ma  md  cua  tiem  la 
dieu  ddn  gian.  Nhu"ng  d6i  vdi 
mot  ngu'di  mdi  den  My,  viec 
md  cu*a  tiem  la  dieu  qua  phu*c 
tap.  Cho  nen  can  co  Mau  Dich 
Cong  f)6ng  A  Chau  (ACE)  cua 
Tenderloin,  mot  nhom  mdi 
thaph  lap  cho  thudng  gia 
ngu'di  A  j^hau . 

Nhiing  nhan  vien  ACE 
giai  thich  rang  md  mot  cu'a 
tiem  b  Viet  Nam,  Lao  hay 
Cam-pu-chia  la  viec  tim  cho", 
sam  sifa  cho  tiem  roi  khai 
truoVig.  Nhu*ng  d  San 
Francisco  nay,  mpt(  ngu'di 
thiidng  gia  phai  doi  pho 
nhJhg  luat  le  thanh  pho,  hdp 
dong  thue  tiem,  hdp  d6ng  vdi 
ngifdi  ^giao  hang,  ngan  ha'ng 
va  thue  vu. 

Ngo  Ngoc  Hiep  tu*  nha 
hang  Quan  True  la  chu  tich 
cua  ACE;  La  Nang  Minh  tii 
hang  in  Oscar  la  pho  chu 
tich;    Huynh    Sai    ta  Sai's 


Market  la  thu  quy;  va 
Michael  Tarbox  ti?  Battambang 
Market  la  thu'  ky  cua  cd  quan 
mdi  thanh  lap  nay. 

ACE  hoat  dong  theo  tinh 
each  "hoi  tu  thien  gia  dinh" 
nhieu  hdn  la  mot  nhom  thuong 
gia.  Muc  dich  cua  ho,  theo 
ldi  ong  Hiep,  la  cung  cap 
ca'c  tai  lieu  phuc  vu  cho 
cong  dong  £>6ng  Nam  A,  bao 
gom  each  mu'dn  tien  de  lam 
buon  ban  nho,  gidi  thieu  nha 
cu"a  cho  di  dan  va  ngu'di  ty 
nan  mdi  den,  giup  do"  cac  van 
de  doi  voi  hanh  chanh  cua 
thanh  pho,  gidi  thieu  viec 
lam  cho  ngu'di  that  nghiep  va 
giu"p  dd  nhiing  ngUdi  khong  cd 
Medi-Cal.  Hdn  niia,  nhom  nay 
cuhg  dinh  van  dong  cho  lap 
mot  ngan  hang  trong  vung 
Tenderloin  de"  phuc  vu  d§n  cu" 
va  thifdng  gia. 

•Den  nay,  ACE  da  co  40' 
thanh  vien  va  mot  h6i  dong 
co  #  van  ^  gom  nhieu  ngu'di  noi 
tieng  d  San  Francisco  nhu* 
Leslie  Tang,  giam  doc  Tom 
Hsieh,  nghi  si  ti§u  bang 
Milton   Marks,    Vu   Dl/c  Vu'dng 


cua  Trung  Tarn  Tai  dinh  Cu 
NgUdi  Ty  Nan  -Dong  Nam  A,  Sau 

Wing  Lam  cua  United  Saving 
Bank,  Michael  Huynh  cua 
Refugee  Resource  Center, 
Sitha  Sum  cua  Lien  Hoi  Bac 
Market  va  Sophath  ciia  td 
Tenderloin  Times. 

Le  phi  ACE  cho  thanh 
vien  thu'dng  gia  la  $50  mot 
nam,  con  thanh  vien  thuoYig 
de'  tham  gia  la  $15  mot  nam. 
Neu  cb,  y  gia  nhap,,xin  qui 
vi  viet  tho*  gdi  den  Asian 
Community  Enterprises  of  the 
Tenderloin  tai  339  Eddy  St., 
S.F.,  CA  9^102  hay  goi 
771-9591  hoac  474-6436. 


Khung Hoang 

Luong  Thue 
6  Chau  A 


Viet  nam,  Lao  va 
Cam-pu-chia  la  nhUng  nude 
trong  chin  quoc  gia  A  Chau 
da  bi  tan  pha  bo'i  han  han, 
bao  va  lu  luc  trong  nam  nay, 
da  gay  thiet  mang  hang  chuc 
ngu'di  va  sU  thiet  hai  tiidng 
dUdng  vdi  vai  tri£u  do-la. 

Gio  mua  nam  nay  bat 
thu'd'ng.  Mu"a  thang  7  va  thang 
8  den  qua  muon  hoac  qua  it. 
Co  vung  lai  mua  qua  nhieu 
gay  lu  luc  tao  nen  su"  thiet 
hai  mua  mang  cang  tram  trong 
hdn. 

Thdi  tiet  Viet  Nam  rat 
kh6  trong  mot  thdi  gian 
ngan,  roi  tiep  do  bi  hai 
tran  bao.  Ho  khong  du  nhien 
lieu  de  bdm  nddc  vao  ruong. 

Chinh  phu  Lao  u"dc  tinh 
lua  nam  nay  se  thit  thu  bdi 
han  han,  tu  con  so  ke  hoach 
1  trieu  570  ngan  tan  se  sut 
xuong  con  350  ngan  tan. 
ChJdng  Trinh  Lu'dng  ThUc  Thi 
Gidi  dang  du*  dinh  yeu  cau 
vi£n  trd  cho  -Lao.' 

Cuoi  thang  8  chinh  phu 
Cam-pu-chia  i/d'c  tinh  han  han 
nay  —  tram  trong  nhat  trong 
mu'o'i  nam  nay — da  tan  pha  va 
lam  cho  (  332.522  mau  ait 
khong  the  canh  nong  va  lam 
chet  hang  ngan  gia  sue  va 
gia  cam,  can  ctf  vao  A. P. 
(Association  Press:  Hoi  Bao 
Chi  The  Gidi ) . 

Va'o  cuoi  thang  8  Lien 
Hiep  Quoc  keu  goi  cac  quoc 
gia  vi|n  trd  lu'dng  thufc, 
phan  bon  va  thuoc  trii'  sau 
cho  Cam-pu-chia  de*  tranh 
tinh  trang  ma  Lien  Hiep  Quoc 
goi  la  "su*  khung  hoang  lUo'ng 
thue  dang  xay  ra"  d  do.  A. P. 
noi  nhu*  vay. 

Nhiing  bo  ngoai  giao 
Thai  Lan  len  tieng  phan  doi 
su*  vien  trd  do  vi  chinh  phu 
Thai  Lan  noi  dieu  do  se  keo 
dai  sii  chiem  dong  ciia  Viet 
Nam  tai  Cam-pu-chia. 
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